Red Ribbon Week is dedicated to Federal Drug Enforcement agent
Enrique Camarena, who was killed by drug traffickers in Mexico in 1985.
In response to his death, angered parents across the country began
wearing Red Ribbons to symbolize their commitment toward the
creation of a drug-free America. In October of 1988, Congress officially
proclaimed the first Red Ribbon Week. The Ribbon has now become a
symbol for the drug free movement.
The week of October 20 to October 27, 2017 has been designated as
Red Ribbon Week at J.E. Harrison Middle School. The Harrison PTSA and staff have joined together to plan a week of activities
designed to provide students with information about the abuse of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco, as well as an understanding of the
strategies for dealing with the peer pressures often associated with these issues. Middle school can be a time when adolescents
are faced with important decisions. We would like to assist families in providing children with the skills they need to make
healthy decisions.
The scheduled activities and programs are all aimed at helping students understand the dangers associated with substance
abuse. They will also serve to reinforce the importance of choosing a healthy drug-free lifestyle. Please check the calendar for
each day's themes and activities. We hope you will have an opportunity to talk as a family about these important issues. As
always, the efforts we make together have a much greater impact than those we do alone. If you have any concerns, feel free to
contact the Harrison staff for additional information. Please click to download the HMS Red Ribbon Week Flyer.

Saltworks Theater Company: As part of Red Ribbon Week, on Friday, October 20, 2017, Harrison Middle School will host the
Saltworks Theater Company as they present the play, "Off 'Script" Saltworks Theater Company creates, produces, and performs
original pieces of theater in an effort to address issues that face today's youth. The theater company believes that theater is not
only entertaining, but also a powerful tool for positive social change. Their goal is use theater to educate, challenge, and inspire
students to make healthy choices. "Off 'Script" is a play about Justine, Jessica, and David, three high school students who have
more in common than they think. Each of them is addicted to prescription drugs and eventually realizes that they need help in
order to overcome their addictions. They end up in a support group together, where they share not only their stories but also their
message of hope. Please click to download Mrs. Fleming-Salopek's Parent Letter (pdf)



















Salt Works Theater Performance—October 20th
Click to Access the HMS
Presentation with Speaker - October 23rd
HMS Halloween Dance - October 20th - 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Daily Announcements
Red Ribbon Week - October 20th - October 27th
HMS Boys Basketball Try-Outs - October 23rd & 24th - 3:20—5:00 PM
USE, ABUSE and ADDICTION: Understanding the Continuum—Presentation by Gateway Rehabilitation
October 24th - Harrison Middle School Auditorium- 6:30-8:30 PM (Adults Only Event)
Sled Dog Visit - 7th Grade ELA - October 24th, 26th, 27th & 31st
HMS Musical - Parent Meeting - October 25th - 6:00 PM
1st Nine Weeks Ends & Movember Kick-Off - - November 1st
Cookie Dough Pick-Up - November 2nd - 3:30-6:00 PM
HMS Musical - Aladdin Auditions - November 2nd & 3rd - 3:30-5:30 PM
HMS Fall Pep Rally - November 6th - 2:00 PM
HMS Autumn Bowl - November 6th - 3:30 - 5:00 PM
No School Election Day - November 7th
1st Nine Weeks Report Cards Issued - November 14th
Early Dismissal - November 16th— 12:00 PM
Parent Conference - November 16th - 12:50-3:35 PM & 4:35-7:20 PM

The HMS Fall Fundraiser was an overwhelming success. Thank you to all the students who sold
cookie dough to help support Harrison Middle School. The money raised will help support the
various activities planned throughout the year that will help make the year fun and exciting for
our students. The cookie dough will be delivered on November 2nd and parents/guardians can
pick-up their order from 3:30 to 6:00 PM. Orders are to be picked-up in room 129 / exit 4. (Left of
the Gym Entrance) Because the cookie dough must be refrigerated, it is critical that parents/
guardians make plans to pick-up the cookie dough on the delivery date of November 2nd. Please
contact Ms. Joyce if you have any questions.

HMS Boys’ Basketball Tryouts: Tryouts for Boys Basketball will be held Monday, October 23rd through
Tuesday, October 24th after school in the Harrison Middle School Gym from 3:20 – 5:00 p.m. All student
athletes interested in trying out for the team must be in good academic standings and have a completed
Baldwin Whitehall physical packet prior to the first tryout October 23rd. Physical packets will be
distributed to students at school and are also available on the Baldwin Whitehall District Website. Any
questions please contact Mr. Cherico or Mr. Squeglia.

HMS Musical—Parent Meeting: There is a parent meeting for the extracurricular activity, musical theater, on Wednesday, October 25th at 6:00 p.m. in
the Harrison Middle School auditorium. This meeting is for the families of any student who is interested in participating in our musical, Aladdin Jr. whether on
stage, in the pit orchestra or behind the scenes. Information packets will be distributed and questions will be answered! If your child is considering this activity, it

Parent Conferences: Communication between home and school is extremely critical towards
providing an effective instructional environment for our children. As we prepare for Parent-Teacher
Conferences, we look forward to your insights regarding your child’s education and input about the
school year. As a parent, you provide valuable information for your child’s teachers, so they are
better able to address your child’s needs. Our teachers truly appreciate the support that you give to
your child in his/her education while at home.
During your conference, your child’s teacher will be sharing information about district curricula,
your child’s achievement, work habits, and peer relationships. Please feel free to write down any
questions that you may have for the conference.
This year’s Parent-Teacher Conference Schedule is as follows: Thursday, November 16, 2017 (afternoon and evening) The Skyward online scheduling window will be open from October 23, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. through November 3, 2017 until 4:00 p.m. If you
do not have access to the Internet, please contact your child’s teacher.

HMS Halloween Dance Information: Halloween Dance will be held on Friday, October
20th from 7-9:00 in the HMS cafeteria and gym. The cost of tickets is $5.00 and this includes
entrance to the dance, basketball, airbrush tattoos, DJ, and dancing. Tickets will be on sale in the
main office before school and during lunches from Wednesday, Oct. 18th to Friday, Oct. 20th. Dress
in your best Halloween costume to win awesome prizes. Bring extra cash to purchase Kona Ice, drinks
and candy. Remember costumes must be school appropriate - no over-sized props, look-alike
weapons, or full face cover masks.
Pick-up and Drop-off Information for the Dance: For the safety of our students, parents,
and staff, the following parking procedures will be in place for all future dances. There will be no stopping or parking in the fire lane
alongside the sidewalk or on the curb at the back of the loop outside the gym entrance. Upon arriving early it is advisable that
when parking in the parking spots provided, to back in your car for ease of departure. Students are not permitted to leave school
property to walk to any vehicles, thus the far lots to the left of the school should be utilized when the smaller lots are full. Parents
and guardians are welcome to park and walk to the front of the gym entrance to locate students, as well as, students are
encouraged to locate their parents via text messaging and to walk to the far left lots. Please remember no stopping or parking
anywhere along the curb or the circle of traffic. This will help to keep cars circling and not interrupt traffic patterns. Thank you for
your attention to this matter.

“Tough times never last, tough people do”! This quote is especially true in today’s ever changing
world. Young people today are faced with more challenges than any other generation, but many
lack the skills and knowledge to meet and overcome these difficulties. The Young Marines offer you
the opportunity to test your mental toughness. If you want to gain self-confidence, become more
disciplined, and get physically fit the Young Marines might be for you. Don’t waste your life away
waiting for the perfect moment to try something new The time is now and you are the one. Take
control of your life and make today count. Recruitment for the Young Marines will begin today
through October. All interested students should stop by the main office to obtain a Young Marine
registration packet. In addition, there will be a parent night for all interested in the program on
October 19th, 2017 at Keystone Oaks Middle School at 7:00 PM. Please contact Mr. Peebles with
any questions.

Todo Sobre Mi - FLEX Spanish & Spanish I As a way to get to know each other and practice their Spanish, Mrs. Bianchi's &
Ms. Lemelle's students created some outstanding projects! Mrs. Bianchi's Spanish I classes created Todo Sobre Mi (All About Me)
posters in Spanish. The students wrote about themselves including their likes, family and friends, age and birthday in Spanish. Mrs.
Bianchi's FLEX Spanish classes learned the Spanish alphabet and practiced using a Spanish/English dictionary by creating Name
Anagrams. Students chose nouns, adjectives and verbs in Spanish that described them. Ms. Lemelle's Spanish I students created
Instagram accounts to represent what they did this summer, their families, something they made, and one thing they wanted to
share about themselves. Ms. Lemelle's FLEX Spanish students used Spanish adjectives, verbs, emotions, and their Spanish names to
create diamente poemas (diamond poems).

Baking Up a Delicious Treat: On Monday,
October 2, Ms. Schanck’s Partners P.E study hall fired
on the ovens in the old home economics room.
Students had the opportunity to bake cookies. Baking
encompasses skills from all subject areas as well as
teaching team building, cooperation and safety. It
helps that the end result is delicious.

Heritage Month Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from 9/15 to 10/15 in the United States. For Hispanic Heritage
Month students in Ms. Lemelle’s FLEX and Spanish I classes learned about the history
and importance of Hispanics in the United States. Students also interpreted a popular
Spanish language song, La gozadera, by Marc Anthony and Gente de zona. As an
assessment students selected a country that was mentioned in the song, researched that
countries flag, created it by hand, and contributed to a group discussion in Spanish
detailing the facts about their flags. Students researched the year the flag was created,
what the colors and symbols of the flag represent, people involved with the creation of
the flag, important numbers associated with the flag, and a fun fact about their flag.
Students used sentence starters, colors, numbers, and transitions to create their
paragraphs in the target language. Student quotes about the flags: “I learned more about
Venezuela and their lives there.” Jack Leghart “I enjoyed learning what the colors of
Peru’s flag represent.” Zach Ingold “I liked learning about another country and creating their flag.” Isabella Acquaro “The different
flags and their meanings were very interesting to me.” Colin Nolan “I liked the flag project because I was able to be creative.” Alyssa
Bechtold Student quotes about the song: “I liked interpreting the song because it was fun and something new.” Ian Suomela “I liked
how we were able to understand what they were saying in Spanish without translating the whole song.” Jacob Lubawy “I like how
the song included multiple countries, cultures, and dances.” Paul Yeso and Tevin Omune

Dragons at HMS: Yes...you read it correctly! We have dragons living in room 116 at HMS...CLAY
dragons :-) Mrs. Hornburg's 7th Grade art classes created unique polymer clay dragons and dragon eyes.

Students COUNTDOWN in 6th grade Social Studies: Students in Mrs. Baughman's and Mrs. Feeney's classes experienced the Countdown Mission in the IKS Highlander during the last week of September. The Countdown Mission is a new mission
to the Simulator this year and tied in perfectly with the geography content in the social studies classes. Students worked together
to travel around the Earth while locating a Sunlight Inhibitor device. They had to work as team to communicate with the appropriate continents and gather clues to the next step in their mission. In the Mission Ops space students created paper mache globes
that are now hanging in the social studies classrooms. The new mission is one of several new missions that are being introduced in
the IKS Highlander this school year. Stay tuned for the mission movie that will be out soon.

Saving Lives: Mr. Gigliotti's 6th grade health students were introduced to
practical, life-saving responses to emergency situations. Mr. Gigliotti presented
important information to his students
focusing on responding to situations with
choking, severe bleeding, and CPR until
First Responders or Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) arrive on the scene.
Students worked in small groups to
practice the actual steps associated with
each emergency situation. All of the
students were engaged in the activity and
asked several questions.

Engineering at HMS: On October 13, Edward Major, who works for WBCM as a structural engineer and Leanne McConnell,
who works for SE Technologies as an environmental engineer visited students at HMS. The 8th grade STEM students were invited
to listen to a presentation and participate in an engineering activity. The presenters talked about their careers and the different
branches of engineering. They also shared projects they have worked on and pictures of those completed projects. Students then
participated in a team bridge building activity.

Spiking Their Way to Success: Congrats to the 8th Grade Volleyball team and Coach Wells who
competed in the Canon-McMillan Middle School Tournament this past weekend. The opposing teams
included Bethel Park, Moon, Upper St. Clair, South Park, Canon-Mac and Chartiers Valley. The girls
compiled an overall record of 8-2 and finished in second place to Upper St. Clair. Way to go girls!

Learning Styles Assessment: What type of learner are you? Seventh Graders found out on October 16th, 17th, and 18th. The
School Counselors guided the 7th graders through the Learning Styles Assessment in Career Cruising. The students answered 20
questions to determine if they were primarily visual, auditory, and/or tactile learners. After discussing these styles and linking them
to potential careers, the students proceeded to use this information to determine the best ways to study. Students viewed videos
on both Learning Styles and Study Skills and bridged the connection. The lesson concluded with having each student write a
measurable study skill goal for 7th grade.

Bridging the Gap Between General and Special
Education: On October 2-3, Mr. Cherico, Mrs.
Napierkowski, Mrs. Crittenden and Mrs. Mertz attended a
training at the Allegheny Intermediate Unit focusing on Coteaching. The objectives of the training were to understand
the current research on co-teaching classrooms and
introducing the six models of instruction. Teachers
collaborated to develop lessons and joint instructional delivery. Station teaching where students complete several mini-lessons
within one classroom session is one of the recommended teaching methods. The six models of co-teaching emphasize student
engagement and collaboration.

Writing Across the Curriculum: On Monday, October 2nd members of the Harrison
Middle School staff had the opportunity to attend a professional development session at the
Allegheny Intermediate Unit presented by John J. Collins, Ed. D. The Collins Writing Program
focuses on improving student performance through writing and thinking across the curriculum. Some of the goals included understanding the five types of writing and the benefits of
this approach for students and using writing efficiently to help teach your content and improve writing skills. HMS staff members were challenged to practice the types of writing and
plan next steps to include these in classroom lessons.

Highlander Pride: Special thanks to Mr. London for creating the new
Highlander Pride Award Banner that will be displayed on the wall in the
back of the cafeteria above the pictures of students who are Highlander
Pride recipients.

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and
items through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” o fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY
DONATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is
simply meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support! Click
for more information.
There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators
in many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference! Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer.
Teacher Grants for needed classroom items
Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry
Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism
Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children
Volunteerism for school functions and dances
Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer
opportunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the membership fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn:
Kelly Bischoff.

Would you like to follow the HMS PTSA on our Facebook page?
You may do so by following this link:https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732
Sarris Candy Holiday Sale: The Sarris Holiday candy sale begins Friday, October 13th.
All orders due Wednesday, November 15th, and can be placed in the PTSA mailbox in the
HMS main office. The delivery date is Wednesday, December 13th and can be picked-up
from 3:30 p.m to 7:00 p.m in teachers' lounge (room 129) or use outside entrance #4 (Left of
the gym entrance. Please contact Katie Beardsley at katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com with
any questions.

