
 October 18th - HMS PTSA - Chic-fil-a (Waterfront)- Dining Out Fundraiser - 5:00—8:00 PM 
 October 22nd-26th - Red Ribbon Week 
 October 22nd & 23rd—HMS Boys Basketball Tryouts 
 October 24th -  Our Children, Our Community, Our Future Community Program  @ BHS - 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 October 25th - HMS Picture Make-up Day 
 October 26th - HMS Halloween Dance-  7:00-9:00 PM 
 October 31st - End of the 1st Nine Weeks 
 November 1st - Beginning of the 2nd Nine weeks 
 November 1st - Two Hour Delay - Act 80 Day 
 November 5th - Autumn Bowl - 3:30—5:00 PM 
 November 6th - No School—Election Day 
 November 15th - Early Dismissal - Parent/ Teacher Conferences  

Click to Access the HMS 

Daily Announcements 

HMS is sponsoring a non-perishable food drive to benefit families of our school district.  Students can drop off donations to the 
Social Worker’s Office (Rm. 206) throughout the course of the week.  Items that are being accepted include but are not limited to: 
Mac & Cheese, soup, Chef Boyardee, fruit snacks, pudding/fruit cups, squeeze apple sauce, etc… 
 

STUCO is also sponsoring a Halloween themed door-decorating contest with the focus on drug/alcohol prevention and choosing 
positive influences. 
 

Red Ribbon Week is dedicated to Federal Drug Enforcement agent Enrique Camarena, who was killed by drug traffickers in Mexico 
in 1985.  In response to his death, angered parents across the country began wearing Red Ribbons to symbolize their commitment 
toward the creation of a drug-free America.  In October of 1988, Congress officially proclaimed the first Red Ribbon Week.  The 
Ribbon has now become a symbol for the drug free movement. 
 

We hope you will have an opportunity to talk as a family about these important issues.  As always, the efforts we make together 
have a much greater impact than those we do alone.  If you have any concerns, feel free to contact the Harrison staff for additional 
information. 
 

Monday , October 22, 2018  
“Wear Red Day” - Students and staff are encouraged to wear RED to demonstrate your commitment to being drug free and 
choosing positive influences. Red Ribbon Proclamation—Mayor Nowalk - Anti-Drug/Alcohol Pledge during Period 1. 
 

Tuesday, October 23, 2018 
“My Future is Bright Without Drugs” -  Students and staff are encouraged to wear neon or bright colored clothing and/or 
sunglasses to demonstrate a commitment to being drug free and choosing positive influences.  

 

Wednesday, October 24, 2018 
“Put a Cap on Drugs” - Students and staff are encouraged to wear a hat to school to demonstrate 
a commitment to being drug-free and choosing positive influences. 
 

Thursday, October 25, 2018 
“Be on a Drug-Free Team” -Students and staff are encourage to wear your favorite team apparel 
to school to demonstrate a commitment to being drug free and choosing positive influences.  

 

Friday, October 26, 2018  
“Our School is Drug-Free” - Students and staff are encouraged to wear purple and white to show your school spirit and to 
demonstrate a commitment to being drug-free and choosing positive influences. HMS Halloween Dance 7-9 p.m. in the Cafeteria! 

https://www.bwschools.net/fs/admin/site/pages/1380?post=hms-ptsa-chic-fil-a-dining-out-fundraiser-20181009
https://www.bwschools.net/fs/admin/site/pages/1380?post=hms-boys-basketball-tryouts-20180921
http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements
http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements




8th Grade Science Fun!:  Students performed their first controlled experiment 
of many in 8th grade science classes! Students looked at the effects of different 
temperatures of water on how fast it takes to make tea. Look at the tea..mmm-
work!  

8th Grade Band Night at BHS Football Game: On September 28th, the 8th 
grade Band and Orchestra students joined the Baldwin Highlander Marching Band 
during their pre-game performance at the football game against Chartiers Valley. The students performed the traditional pre-
game songs The Star Spangled Banner, Alma Mater, and Scotland the Brave, and were featured on a performance of Twist and 
Shout. Congratulations to the 8th graders on a job well done!  

The Students are Blooming at HMS: On Friday, September 21st, Raccoon Creek State Park Wildflower Reserve came alive in 
room 253 at J.E Harrison Middle School. BIG thanks to Environmental Educator, Mr. Shane Miller, for his nonstop presentation. 
Delighted students learned about unique plants and how they were used as food, medicine, and tools. Inspired by his presentation, 
a future Botanist might just be in our classroom. Many students walked away with a new interest in The Plant Kingdom!  

Yes, Virginia There's a Santa Claus: The 8th grade chorus is busy rehearsing their 
Christmas musical! The cast has been set and songs are being learned. Cadence Mor-
ton will play the title role of Virginia O'Hanlon. Carson Gregg and Grace Toman will 
play Mr. and Mrs. Church, the editors of the Sun Times, who have lost the true mean-
ing of Christmas. Morgan Smeal, Jazmyn Ely, Lexi Javorsky and Adrianna Grande are 
some of Virginia's best friends while Grace Spozarski, Julie Puff and Gabby Dawley are 
the mean girls who are not so friendly along with their cat Ava Ipolito. Samantha 

Rorison, Angelique Roberts, Kaitlyn Spanos and Ava Bell serve as the librarians and narrators of the story. While Joey Priano, Gar-
rett Potts and Alyssa Holby help Virginia keep the Christmas spirit. Alana Beerman, Octavia Episcopo, Samantha Davis, Sophia For-
sythe, Michaela Rohe, Samantha Sullivan and Keela Falcione play various characters and santas from around the world.  

Young Archaeologists:  Students in Ms. O'Brien's social studies class became archae-
ologists for a day by uncovering secrets of the Shang Dynasty from Ancient China. Stu-
dents analyzed artifacts from the time period, made inferences and established conclu-
sions about the Shang culture based on those artifacts. The photograph shows Brendan 
Karnes, Rylee Glus, Kendal Kilburn and Hannah Ferkett holding up their "Archaeologist 
Notebook" they completed after the artifact analysis.  



HMS Lego Robotics Club: With the generous help of Mrs. Tammy Turner-
Locy to get the ball rolling, HMS has started a Lego Robotics Club this year. 
Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Turner-Locy and students meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays afterschool to build their robots, learn how to program them, 
and compete as a team. The Lego League is part of the FIRST Robotics 
program, and HMS is competing in the First Lego League division. Every year, 
FIRST releases a Challenge, which is based on a real-world scientific topic.  

 

Each Challenge has three parts: the Robot Game, the Project, and the Core Values. Students program an 
autonomous robot to score points on a themed playing field (Robot Game), and 
develop a solution to a problem they have identified (Project). The theme for this 
year (which Mrs. Reynolds loves) is Into Orbit Challenge where teams are 
transported into space, to explore, challenge, and innovate in the vast expanse of 
space. Students will be competing in the first scrimmage on October 19, with 
another scrimmage sometime in November, and the Championships at Sewickley 
Academy in December.  

Keystone Young Marine's Get Quality Survival 
Training and Celebrate the Young Marines Birthday: 
The Keystone Young Marines attack Raccoon Creek State 
Park for some quality survival training. Shane Miller and 
Patrick Adams, two of the best environmental specialists 
employed by the DCNR (Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources) taught the Young Marines skills to 

survive in the wild. They learned how to make debris huts, primitive fire making, plants that are edible, 
awareness drills, and how to properly walk in the woods without getting lost. Also the Keystone Young 
Marines honored the 59th birthday of the Young Marines at the Georgetown in Pleasant Hills. Good 
times were had by all and most importantly these Young Marines are learning and experiencing the 
importance of tradition and the values that make the United States of America great. Semper Fi!  

Rachel’s Challenge—Fall Decoration: Mrs. Cox designed another Rachel’s 
Challenge mural with the 5 challenges represented each of the pumpkins. With the 
help of Mrs. Stock and the kids in room 211, they decorated a fall scene that they 
plan to change to winter, spring, and summer along with the seasons. The mural  will 
be a backdrop for a new soft space that Mrs. Fisher is creating. The soft space will 
offer alternative seating  that will be used as part of a new incentive and rewards 
program in the room.  
 

Mrs. Stock, Mrs. Cox, and the kids have plans to start decorating our HMS stairwells 
with the Rachel’s Challenge theme. Please stay tuned...    

Sled Dogs Race through HMS:  For the fourth year, the sled dogs from Best-In-Snow paid a visit to HMS 7th grade ELA classes. 
Their visit coincides with the unit of The Call of the Wild. Dan Rehak and Heather Walls come to visit every year with their 
Siberian Huskies named Boo, Casey, Bang and Kelly. This year, Bang is feeling a little under the weather so she was not out visiting 
with the students, but the other three dogs have been a big hit. As part of the visit, Dan brings dog sleds, gear and a lot of history 
to share with the students. They learn how Alaskan Natives have depended upon sled dogs to obtain supplies, travel through the 
snow, and even obtain mail and medicine. The students also learned how the teams of dogs line up on the sled, and they 
simulated a sled race using a rolling practice sled. Finally, the students got to spend time with the dogs and loved taking pictures, 
giving kisses and hugging the gentle and patient dogs. HMS is so appreciative of the time that Dan and Heather devote to 
educating the students of HMS.  



Visitors from Malawi:  Harrison Middle School had visitors from Malawi come 
to school the morning of October 17th. Malawi is a landlocked country in south-
eastern Africa, bordered by Zambia to the northwest, Tanzania to the northeast 
and Mozambique to the south, southwest and southeast. These guests, Watson 
and Chaplain, along with their escort Dave Shero, were brought in by Mrs. Hawk 
to visit. They had the opportunity to sit in on several classes including chorus, 
orchestra, music, industrial technology, physical education and art. They also got 

a tour of the school and simulator and were able to visit with the sled dogs. The 7th grade chorus had the opportunity to hear 
about where they are from and even learned a little Chichewa.  

History Bowl 2018-19:  On October 17th, sixteen students from J. E. Harrison Middle School represented 
Baldwin at the Heinz History Center for the History Bowl. Students, in teams of 4, were challenged to find an-
swers to questions, think and write creatively, and practice problem solving abili-
ties as they explored the exhibits. Out of all the teams from about 20 school dis-
tricts, the HMS team with 8th graders Sam Tobiczyk and Abby Sullivan, 7th grader 
Rylee Glus, and 6th grader Reagan Sanderson took home a Second Place award! It 

was a fun day of learning and collaborating for everyone who attended. Great job to all 16 HMS com-
petitors and the 16 elementary school competitors who represented Baldwin- Whitehall School Dis-

Tryouts for Boys Basketball will be held Monday, October 22nd and Tuesday, October 23rd after school in the 
Harrison Middle School Gym from 3:20 – 5:00 pm. All student athletes interested in trying out for the team must 
be in good academic standings and have a completed Baldwin Whitehall physical packet prior to the first tryout 
October 22nd. Physical packets will be distributed to students at school and are also available on the Baldwin 
Whitehall Athletic Website. To Download, click "Physical Packets" under "More" on the sites main menu. Any 
questions please contact Mr. Cherico or Mr. Squeglia.  

Wrestling Sign-Ups: Wrestling signups are underway. Signups for 6th graders can be done online at www.baldwinwrestling.com, 
sign up by October 30th. 7th and 8th grade students please see Mr. Bilbie prior to November 16th.  

Volleyball Has A Successful Season: The 2018 Harrison Girls Volleyball 
Season has come to a positive end. Both the Seventh and Eighth Grade 
teams posted winning records and all girls have shown great improvement. 
As a team, the players focused on both skills and metal toughness through-
out the season. The Eighth Graders participated in the Cannon McMillian 
Middle School Tournament and placed 4th out of twelve teams. Being a 
feeder program for the undefeated High School team, pressure is on the 

middle school girls be ready to fill the shoes of the upperclassmen. This team has worked hard to take that responsibility! It was a 
productive few months and an enjoyable one! Good Luck to our Eighth Graders!  

Modernizing Concepts with Technology: During Mr. Reffert’s first period science class, a pilot activity was implemented. The 
goal was to modernize an animal cell poster by expanding the use of technology.  Under the direction and guidance of STEM Tech-
nology Teacher Mrs. Short, who empowered students with instruction of programing, audio recording, and problem solving, to 
reform the animal cell poster.  Demonstration of newly learned skills only reinforced the value of integrating modern technology 
to remake learning within the classroom. 

http://https/baldwinfightinghighlanders.org/
http://https/baldwinfightinghighlanders.org/
http://www.baldwinwrestling.com/


Ms. Leadbitter and Mrs. Thomas are visiting science classrooms to invite students into our 
new Guidance Resource Google Classroom. As we build our resources in our Google 
classroom, students can access informative videos about friendships, social skills, and 
learning styles. In addition, the counselors will be posting tip sheets on how to manage 
classroom stress, school anxiety, and time management. Students are embarking on an 
exciting journey to explore interests, careers, and skills as they begin career cruising lessons. 
Parents can explore the career cruising website with their children by visiting 
careercruising.com and signing in. Each student has an individual username and password 
which will allow him or her to record activities and experiences and even build a resume. As a 
group, we will complete Experiences and Interests in 6th grade, Learning Styles in 7th grade, 

and Matchmaker in 8th grade. This will align with our new state standards with the Future Ready PA Index which requires students 
to collect evidence to create a career portfolio.  

As part of the sled dog visit, the HMS administration, with the help from Mrs. Fisher’s class planned a celebratory staff breakfast. 
Ms. Fisher’s student created and sent out invitations to staff to “Stack-O-Jacks” restaurant, where the teachers were able to enjoy 
a “Lumber Jack” breakfast of hotcakes, sausage and fruit. Students also prepare a bag of trail mix for each teacher to help them 
“lumber” through their day.  

Dungeons & Dragons Club: This is 
the third year for the Dungeons & 
Dragons after school club, which 
provides an opportunity for students 
to come together and use their vivid 
imaginations as they collaborate to 
complete a quest.  The following 
students, Caitlin Schanck, Jeffery Bradley and Josh Kelly have been instrumental in helping Mr. Ross to 

make the club an exciting success. The students have worked together to develop and lead the fun and exciting imaginary quests, 
while also helping new students design their characters.  

It’s Science Fair and PJAS time! On Monday, October 15, students met with Mrs. 
Reynolds and Mrs. McNally to discuss the PJAS and Science Fair competitions and 
received paperwork as well. All students in 7th and 8th grade received information on 
PJAS, and 6th graders who attended were given information regarding the Pittsburgh 
Regional Science and Engineering Fair. Students are encouraged to try and get involved 
and compete. Intent of participation is due to Mrs. Reynolds on Friday , October 19. 
Paperwork will be due prior to Thanksgiving Break. Please have your child see one of 
the teachers listed for more information if he or she missed the meeting.  

Collecting Pictures for the Yearbook: The yearbook club is looking for first day of school photos for 
one of our collage pages. We are also taking fall sporting events and activity photos. Please send all photos 
to hbianchi@bwschools.net or download the Yearbook Snap APP on your phone and submit them directly 
to the yearbook website. The school code is HMS. Thank you!  



The Bare Minimum You Should Do to Protect You Family's Data 
For a lot of families, technology is the glue that holds everything together. There's your kid's 
Instagram feed you follow to see what they're up to. There's your school's online network you 
check for homework and grades. There's the mapping app that gets you to your kids' playdates. 
And then there are the regular old texts from your kids that say "hi Mom" and let you know all is 
well. But this connection and convenience comes at a price -- and that's your data. With 

increasing frequency, we're seeing large privacy violations -- when hackers get access to people's online data or companies misuse 
it or fail to protect it -- and we all realize how vulnerable we are to identity theft, the publication of sensitive information, and 
stolen credit card numbers. A new Common Sense and Survey Monkey poll reveals that most parents and teens think it's 
important that sites clearly label what data they collect. Technology use comes with privacy risks, but don't worry -- the answer 
isn't living the life of a Luddite. 
 

The thing is, most of us are far too reliant on technology to stop using it now. You may delete Facebook for a while ...  but you 
always go back, because how else are you going to see your cousin's new baby? And how can you tell your kid's teacher your kid 
can't sign up for Google Classroom when that's how the students work on group projects? It may be a stretch to say we need 
technology, but we sure don't want to live without it. Fortunately, there are some simple things you can do to reach a higher level 
of safety and security. It's important that the whole family is on board with these privacy best practices, because your data is only 
as strong as the weakest link. Do these now: 
Click to download the complete Article 

If you are having a problem with your Chromebook , such as but not limited to, a broken screen or the Chromebook losing it's 
ability to charge, please ask a teacher to put in a tech request to have it fixed. When able, the building technician will call you 
down from a class to work with you on the issue. Additionally, if you use a wireless mouse with your Chromebook, please plug it 
into the left USB port of the Chromebook while in use and remove it when you place your Chromebook in your backpack. If you do 
not, you run the risk of breaking your charging port. So please be aware.  

Writing Across the Curriculum: On Monday, October 15th members of 
the Harrison Middle School staff had the opportunity to attend a 
professional development session at the Allegheny Intermediate Unit 
presented by John J. Collins, Ed. D. The Collins Writing Program focuses on 
improving student performance through writing and thinking across the 
curriculum. Some of the goals included understanding the five types of 
writing and the benefits of this approach for students and using writing 

efficiently to help teach your content and improve writing skills. HMS staff members were challenged to practice the types of 
writing and plan next steps to include these in classroom lessons.  

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS 
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and items 
through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” of fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY DO-
NATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is simply 
meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!  
Click for more information. 

HMS PTSA Collecting Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education. 
Please send in your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the 
PTSA mailbox in the main office.  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/instagram/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/instagram/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety/who-is-collecting-my-kids-data-and-what-are-they-doing-with-it/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/why-you-probably-shouldnt-take-that-facebook-quiz
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/columnist/baig/2018/06/11/teen-privacy-facebook-cambridge-analytica-concerns-common-sense/685749002/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/real-world-reasons-parents-should-care-about-kids-and-online-privacy
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/real-world-reasons-parents-should-care-about-kids-and-online-privacy
https://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/Harrison_Happenings/common-sense/The_Bare_Minimum_You_Should_Do_to_Protect_Your_Family's_Data_Common_Sense_Media.pdf
http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Nonfundraiser.pdf


Sarris Candy Holiday Sale: The delivery date is Wednesday, December 4th and can be 

picked-up from 3:30 p.m to 7:00 p.m in teachers' lounge (room 129) or use outside entrance #4 
(Left of the gym entrance. Please contact Katie Beardsley at katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com 
with any questions. 

Follow HMS PTSA on Facebook?  
You may do so by following this link:https://

www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732 

There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators in 
many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and 
our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!  
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer. 

Teacher Grants for needed classroom items 

Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry 

Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism 

Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children 

Volunteerism for school functions and dances  

 

Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer op-
portunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the membership 
fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn: Kelly 
Bischoff. 

mailto:katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com?subject=Sarris%20Candy%20Holiday%20Sale
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Promotion.pdf

