
 November 28th ‐ Incomplete grade changes are due 
 November 28th ‐ 8th Grade Career Field Trip 
 December 1st ‐ Gi s of Dance @ 3:00 pm at Baldwin High School—6, 7 & 8th Grade Chorus 
 December 4th ‐ Parent Mee ng @7:00 pm in the auditorium for students  interested in joining the HMS musical 
 December 10th ‐ HMS Christmas Musical—Yes Virginia There’s a Santa Claus 
 December 11th ‐ 6th & 7th Grade Chorus @ 6:30 pm in the HMS Auditorium 
 December 14th ‐ 6th Grade Chorus performance at McAnnulty Elementary 
 December 15th ‐ 8th Grade Chorus @noon at the Byham Theater 
 December 17th & 18th ‐ Musical Audi ons ‐ 3:30 to 5:30 HMS Auditorium 
 December 18th ‐ 7th Grade Band & Chorus at Allegheny County Court House 
 December 20th ‐ 8th Grade Chorus performance at PPG Wintergarden 
 December 24th ‐ January 1st—Winter Break  

Upcoming Events 

HMS Happenings – November 27, 2018  

Click to Access the HMS 

Daily Announcements 

Celebra ng our Veterans 

 
 

Harrison Middle School proudly par cipated in honoring our local veterans during a breakfast, grade 
level assembly and POW Table Ceremony.  Social Studies teacher Anthony Barbano and Assistant 
Principal Jonathan Peebles were responsible for organizing and promo ng the moving event.  Nearly 
two dozen local veterans and their families a ended the program.  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Following breakfast and several engaging conversa ons the en re 7th grade student body was called 
to the auditorium for the official program.  Students from Ms. Verno and Ms. Virgin’s band and orchestra classes played a medley 
songs, one from each branch of service.  Ms. Hawk’s chorus then led the auditorium with a variety of patrio c hymns.  The history 
for each branch of service was then shared by the following 8th grade social studies students; Kevin Willis‐Army, Taylor Bommer‐
Navy, Reena Weber‐ Coast Guard, Joseph Knoila‐Air Force, Elias Olexa‐Marine Corps and Tyler Niggel provided the closing remarks. 
 

Keystone Young Marines were on hand to honor those who could not be with us.  
The Young Marines conducted a POW Table Ceremony to recognize and remind 
us of the sacrifices that face our service members.   
 
The morning was capped off with a 
striking performance of God Bless America 
from 8th grader Julie Puff. 
 
Harrison Middle School would like to 
thank all of those involved in recognizing 
our veterans and most importantly we 
would like to say, “Thank You” to all who 
have served our country.    
 



Autumn Bowl 

The soggy field or the chill in the air did nothing to dampen the spirts of this years Autumn 
Bowl contenders.  The 7th and 8th grade teams spirited compe on on the field provided 
spectators with a thrilling game un l the very end.  By the me the last whistle blew the 8th 
graders; led by coaches Ms. Fisher and Mr. Lemley defeated the 7th grade team led by Ms. 
Parks and Mr. Kluczkowski.   No ma er the score all of those involved from players, coaches 
and spectators had a wonderful a ernoon of friendly compe on, smiles and fun. 

In addi on to the ac on on the field various clubs and ac vi es provided opportuni es to grab 
a bite to eat, play a few carnival games and enjoy the company of fellow HMS families.    

The annual HMS Turkey Trot took place this past Wednesday, November 21st.  All students of HMS had 
the opportunity to spend some me outside enjoying the brisk weather and take a li le break from a 
rou ne school day.  The PTSA sponsored popcorn and water for each student and Student Council pro‐

vided a DJ for the outdoor entertainment.    

Each grade level got a chance to come inside and warm up as spec‐
tators of the student / staff volleyball game.  No ma er what the 
score said the staff was no match for the 8th grade girls volleyball 
team.  The shortened school day and Turkey Trot ac vi es also 
provided me to revisit Rachel’s Challenge and  to remind students 
the importance of spreading kindness and compassion to others.   

 

Congratula ons to all of our 6th, 7th and 8th grade          
Highlander Pride winners and their families.  Students and 
faculty member, Mr. Barbano were recognized for their    
embodiment of Empowerment and Awareness. 

Turkey Trot 

Highlander Pride 



Highlights 

HMS Lego Robo cs Club: With the generous help of Mrs. Tammy Turner‐
Locy to get the ball rolling, HMS has started a Lego Robo cs Club this year. 
Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Turner‐Locy and students meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays a erschool to build their robots, learn how to program them, 
and compete as a team. The Lego League is part of the FIRST Robo cs 
program, and HMS is compe ng in the First Lego League division. Every year, 
FIRST releases a Challenge, which is based on a real‐world scien fic topic.  

 

Each Challenge has three parts: the Robot Game, the Project, and the Core 
Values. Students program an autonomous robot to score points on a themed 
playing field (Robot Game), and develop a solu on to a problem they have 
iden fied (Project). The theme for this year (which Mrs. Reynolds loves) is Into 
Orbit Challenge where teams are transported into space, to explore, 
challenge, and innovate in the vast expanse of space. Students will be 
compe ng in the Championships at Sewickley Academy in December.  

Yes, Virginia There's a Santa Claus: The 8th grade chorus is busy rehearsing their Christmas musical! The cast has been set and 
songs are being learned. Cadence Morton will play the tle role of Virginia O'Hanlon. Carson Gregg and Grace Toman will play Mr. 
and Mrs. Church, the editors of the Sun Times, who have lost the true meaning of Christmas. Morgan Smeal, Jazmyn Ely, Lexi 
Javorsky and Adrianna Grande are some of Virginia's best friends while Grace Spozarski, Julie Puff and Gabby Dawley are the mean 

girls who are not so friendly along with their cat Ava Ipolito. Samantha Rorison, 
Angelique Roberts, Kaitlyn Spanos and Ava Bell serve as the librarians and narrators 
of the story. While Joey Priano, Garre  Po s and Alyssa Holby help Virginia keep the 
Christmas spirit. Alana Beerman, Octavia Episcopo, Samantha Davis, Sophia Forsythe, 
Michaela Rohe, Samantha Sullivan and Keela Falcione play various characters and 
santas from around the world.  

Rachel’s Challenge:—Quilt: need the background 

here 

J‐Line Dance Crew:  For 30 minutes students were part of a high energy interac ve dance choreography performed by JLINE 
and his fellow dancers.  The show ended with a 15 minute lesson on spo ng and stopping bullying, respec ng yourself and 
others, taking responsibility for your ac ons and leading a posi ve life. JLINE shared that he made it through challenging years by 
confiding in family members, who supported and encouraged him, and becoming ac ve in a er school ac vi es, eventually 
becoming a black belt in tae kwon do and landing the lead roles in the school plays. Cul va ng his talents built up his self‐esteem 
and made him realize that he wasn’t alone and had something to contribute to the world.  
A special thank you goes out to Ms. Carlson, Ms. Johnson and Ms. Wells for bringing this 
unique opportunity to HMS.  

Anything is possible with hard work, an 

educa on and focusing on what you can bring 

to this world that no one else can. ‐ JLINE 



Highlights 

Physical Educa on Spotlight: Wellness Project Based Assessments ‐ How do 
you end a yoga unit? With a party, with a goodbye, with a grand finale. Or, maybe 
with a simple green screen video mashup sequence!  
This years 8th grade Wellness used their imagina on to create an original yoga 
sequence. With no lack of individual style, yogis included Peppa Pig, Paris, Italy, 
messy rooms, youtube channels, and natural environments. Now to me that is a 
party, a goodbye and a grand finale all in one. Great job yogis! Namaste. 

 

NEW in Physical Educa on: ‐ The Physical Educa on 
department has updated the auxiliary gymnasium into a TRX training room. The TRX System, also known as 
Total Resistance exercises, refers to a specialized form of suspension training that u lizes equipment 
developed by former U.S. Navy SEAL Randy Hetrick. 
Students were introduced to the program November 5, 2018. We as a department hope to capture students 
interest in crea ng a healthy lifestyle, with TRX this another great opportunity. 
 

Cleaning up HMS: ‐ Mr. Kealey's 8th grade Physical 

Educa on class wanted to do something to to make HMS a 
be er place. So on a cold October morning the class bundled 

up and went outside to "clean up" HMS. Teams were formed and garbage bags 
handed out, then students went around the campus of HMS picking up garbage. 
The students collect five full bags of garbage from the HMS campus. A huge 
thank you to Mr. Kealey's 8th grade PE class! 

 

Sign Language in PE: ‐The Partner's PE class is learning a "new" language, 

American Sign Language. The class this year has a hearing impaired student and 
along with his interpreter, Ms. Field, they have taught the class a "name sign" 
for each student in the class. Each student now has a "name sign" which will be 
used by each other. Each student prac ced each other’s "name sign."  This will 
be helpful when Mr. Kealey gives them direc ons to only use each students 
"name sign" for an en re class.  
 
 
 

Physical Educa on Student Recogni on: ‐ Mr. Kealey's 7th period Team Handball Champion consisted of Brandon Belcher, Eldar 
Cakolli, Braden Gugliuzza, Dean Reed and Joey Stanick  
 
The following students were chosen by their Physical Educa on teacher for the 1st 9 weeks P.E award: Alizabeth Klein, Brianna 
Rodgers, Nolan Malloy, Cynthia Flaherty, Nick Wilhelm, and Ava Ipolito. These students were chosen because of his/her 
leadership in the Physical Educa on classroom. Some great characteris cs they have shown are: leadership, a posi ve a tude, 
teamwork, encouragement, great listening, and giving their BEST in everything!  
   
  



Highlights 

Hamilton Harvest Fes val:‐ Members of the 6th, 7th and 8th grade choirs volunteered their me and talents at Hamilton 
Church's Harvest Fes val on October 20th. Some dressed as Disney characters and mingled amongst the crowds and others sang 
on the stage that was provided. And although the weather was a li le rainy and cold, the students brightened the day with their 
presence!  

 

Physics Rolls Through 7th Grade: ‐ To end our unit studying Forces, students 
worked with a group to create working Pinball machines out of pizza boxes. They 
had to use their knowledge of gravity, force, fric on, and Newton's laws to 
succeed. Each Pinball machine had to have a theme, a launching system, 2 
working flappers, and 3 obstacles. Some of them are currently on display in the 
Library/Maker Space so go check them out!  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dia de Los Muertos: ‐ During the first week of November, Mrs. Bianchi and Mrs. 

Chessman's FLEX Spanish and Spanish I classes learned about Dia de Los Muertos. The 
FLEX classes made papel picado, paper cut 
outs, to decorate the room and also 
created and colored an esqueleto, 
skeleton, with the body parts labeled in 
Spanish. The Spanish I classes made a 
shoebox ofrenda for someone they 
wanted to remember and then 
interviewed each other in Spanish to learn 
about their classmates' ofrenda boxes. 
The Spanish I students also par cipated in 
a Spanish cooking lesson day to make and 
decorate calaveras, sugar skulls. 
 



Extra Curricular 

Order your yearbook TODAY: Visit the website www.yearbookforever.com  The yearbook club is s ll looking 
for school photos for one of our collage pages. We are also taking winter spor ng events and ac vity photos. Please 
send all photos to hbianchi@bwschools.net or download the Yearbook Snap APP on your phone and submit them 
directly to the yearbook website. The school code is HMS. Thank you!  

Guidance  

The 8th Grade Career Field Trip will take place on Wednesday, November 28th to the Monroeville 
Conven on Center.  Students will be able to learn and hear from some of the largest employers in the 
area.  Early exposure to career fields and leaning about sought a er career skills are key elements to this 
important and informa ve excursion. 

 Ms. Leadbi er and Mrs. Thomas have visited science classrooms to invite students into our new 
Guidance Resource Google Classroom. As we build our resources in our google classroom, students can 

access informa ve videos about friendships, social skills, and learning styles.  

Athle cs 

Cross Country ‐ The 2018 Harrison Co‐Ed Cross Country Season finished with a win‐
ning record. Both the girl’s and boy’s seventh and eighth grade team showed great 
improvement! Cross‐country is an individual and team sport; runners are judged on 
individual mes and teams by a points‐scoring method. Cross Country not only re‐
quires incredible individual efforts but a strong effort as a team. At the Harrison Invi‐
ta onal, the Seventh Grade girls’ team took home a 1st place win! Members of the 
team worked hard to improve upon their best me and mental toughness throughout 
the season. Not only was the season successful but it was fun, now it is me for off‐
season training! Good luck to our eighth graders next year! 
 
Boys Basketball ‐ The 8th grade team is off to a hot 5 win start and is looking to earn 
back to back sec on tles. The 7th grade team is working hard and pu ng up points against tough opponents.   

Wrestling : Stay up to date with Baldwin Wrestling at www.baldwinwrestling.com. 

Dungeons & Dragons Club: This the third year for the 
Dungeons & Dragons a er school club, which provides an 
opportunity for students to come together and use their vivid 
imagina ons as they collaborate to complete a quest.  The club 
meets in the HMS library from 3:20 to 4:00.  The next mee ng 
dates are 12/4, 1/8, 1/22, 2/5, 2/19, 3/5, 3/19, 4/2, 4/16 & 4/30 

Staff Highlights 

HMS English Teacher Mr. Shaner was recently featured in the Pi sburgh Post‐Gaze e as he described his 
travels and teachings related to the Holocaust.  Addi onally, Mr. Shaner became a published author with 

his book  Never Again ‐ Poland July 2‐8, 2018.  His work chronicles the 
travels of 75 teachers, students, adults and Holocaust Survivor Howard 
Chandler as they navigate the history and emo ons of the Holocaust 
throughout Poland.   Mr. Shaner has also brought in a live webcast to 
the students of HMS to further their understanding and knowledge of 
the Holocaust.   

 



Common Sense Media ‐ Parent Corner 

What Parents Need to Know Before Buying Google Home or Amazon Echo ‐Google Home and 
Amazon Echo ‐‐ the sleek, voice‐ac vated home assistants that do everything from turn off 
your lights to read your kids a story ‐‐ are being touted as the smartest things since sliced 
bread. With their kid‐targeted games, ac vi es, books, and even homework help, what parent 
wouldn't want one of these devices to replace screens and make life run more smoothly? But 
as many have come to realize, it takes work to make them useful. Otherwise, you're the proud 
owner of a very expensive kitchen mer. And as with any ar ficial intelligence (AI) technology 

that "learns" your habits, the gains may not be as great as what you give up to use it. Find out what these devices can do, how well 
they work, and what the privacy issues are before you introduce one into your house. 
What do I need to do to make them work? Pre y much right out of the box, folks can use voice commands to "wake" the devices 
(say: "Alexa" or "OK, Google") and ask them to do simple things like set a mer, tell a joke, or read a weather forecast. But to do 
more, you need to dig into the companion smartphone apps to connect your accounts and enable your preferences. 
Once you personalize your device, you'll be able to stream music from services like Spo fy, Amazon Music, or Google Play Music. 
You can also select preferred news sources, restaurant delivery services, and more. It can be hard to remember everything you 
have enabled on the device, and if you forget exactly how to ask for something, you'll need to pull up your app. 

Click on the link here to access the full ar cle. 

If you are having a problem with your Chromebook such as but not limited to a broken screen or the Chromebook losing it's ability 
to charge, please ask a teacher to put in a tech request to have it fixed. When able, the building technician will call you down from 
a class to work with you on the issue. Addi onally, if you use a wireless mouse with your Chromebook, please plug it into the le  
USB port of the Chromebook while in use and remove it when you place your Chromebook in your backpack. If you do not, you run 
the risk of breaking your charging port. So please be aware.  

Tech Notes 

Staff Professional Development 

TRETC: On November 6th every teacher in the 
Baldwin Whitehall School District par cipated in the 
Three Rivers Technology Educa on Conference.  Two 
HMS teachers, Ms. Short and Ms. Reynolds, were 
invited to par cipate as presenters and host an 
interac ve workshop for conference a endees.  
TRETC involves over 600 educators, over 40 educa on 
technology companies and well over 100 par cipa ng 
school districts.  

PTSA 

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presen ng this fundraiser as an op on for our HMS 
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and items 
through tradi onal fundraising! You can “opt out” of fundraising and s ll support our children with your simple MONETARY DO‐
NATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser s ll sent home from me to me. This is simply 
meant to be a great “alterna ve” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!  
Click for more informa on. 

HMS PTSA Collec ng Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collec ng Box Tops for Educa on. Please send in 
your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the PTSA mailbox in the main office.  

Sarris Candy Holiday Sale: The delivery date is Wednesday, December 4th and can be picked‐

up from 3:30 p.m to 7:00 p.m in teachers' lounge (room 129) or use outside entrance #4 (Le  of the 
gym entrance. Please contact Ka e Beardsley at katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com with any ques‐

ons. 



PTSA 

Follow HMS PTSA on Facebook?  
You may do so by following this link:h ps://

www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732 

There are many opportuni es that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators in 
many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school func ons and ini a ves, we serve both our Children and 
our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!  
Click for more informa on‐ HMS PTSA Promo on Flyer. 

Teacher Grants for needed classroom items 
Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry 
Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism 

Various Fundraisers to support ac vi es for the children 
Volunteerism for school func ons and dances 

 

Would you like to be added to our email distribu on list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA ac vi es or volunteer op‐
portuni es? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bo om por on of the form along with the membership 
fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership ‐ A n: Kelly 
Bischoff. 

Sights around HMS 


