On Wednesday, November 22nd, the HMS Student Council sponsored The Ninth Annual Turkey Trot.
This Harrison tradition was once again a huge success as the students were physically active while
working to give back to others!!! Students donated $2.00 in order to walk around the school grounds
as many times as possible. A percentage of the money raised will be used to support families in our community and the drive for
schools that have been impacted by the hurricanes this fall. A DJ entertained students as they walked around the school, and the
HMS PTSA helped the student maintain their strength by providing popcorn. As part of the event, students were able to watch
some of the HMS staff take on the girls’ 8th Grade volleyball team. A special thanks to Mrs. Wells , Ms. Carlson and STUCO for
planning and organizing such fun event.

Hour of Code: During the week of the December 4th, students throughout Harrison Middle School
will participate in the Hour of Code in an effort to provide them with a foundation for success in any
21st Century career path. Mrs. Short and Mrs. Willman have collaborated to design grade-level
activities where students will complete in their math classes. The Hour of Code is a worldwide effort to
introduce students to computer science, to demonstrate that anybody can learn the coding basics, and
to broaden participation in the field of computer science. This grassroots campaign is now supported by over 400 partners and
200,000 educators worldwide. By providing every student the opportunity to learn computer science we will work to nurture
problem-solving skills, logic and creativity. students will have a foundation for success in any 21st-Century career path. For more
information you can visit www.code.org .












6th Grade Steel Center Fieldtrip - December 1st, 5th & 13th
Hour of Code Week - December 4th - 8th
HMS-6/7th Grade Band Concert @ BHS - December 5th - 7:00PM
HMS - 8th Grade/BHS Band @ BHS - December 7th- 7:00PM
BWSD Strings Concert @ BHS -December 8th- 7:00PM
Interims Posted on Skyward - December 11th
HMS - 8th Grade Chorus @ HMS - December 11th - 7:30 PM
HMS - 6th & 7th Grade Chorus @ HMS - December 12th - 7:30 PM
HMS PTSA - Sarris Candy Sale Pick-Up - December 13th - 3:30-7:00 PM
Winter Break - December 23rd - January 1st
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Service Project – Gavin’s Memory Mittens - Please help decorate Gavin’s tree in the middle
school gym lobby with donations of NEW mittens, hats, gloves, warm socks, and scarves. We
will collect items all during the month of December until Friday, December 15th. All items will
be donated to children of the Baldwin-Whitehall communities who need them for the upcoming winter season. This operation is in honor and memory of Baby Gavin Thomas who passed
away suddenly and unexpectedly at almost three months of age. Gavin is “forever in our
hearts.”

Honoring Our Veterans: Harrison Middle School hosted a Veterans' Day celebration on
Friday, November 10th. Each grade participated in honoring our veterans through different
planned activities. The 6th grade students wrote cards to four former military personal that
currently work at Harrison Middle School thanking them for their service : Mr. Peebles, Mr.
Saternos, Mr. Housteau, and Mr. Shaner. Several students created a flag made from streamers
that were hung on each of their doors along with a poster that thanked them for their service.
7th graders attended an assembly in the auditorium to honor all military branches and
veterans. During the student lead ceremony, local veterans were invited to attend as the
students learned about sacrifices made by a brave service men and women. 8th graders made
donations and wrote letters to veterans in their U.S History class.

MOvember Fundraiser: The MOvember team under the direction of Mr. Gigliotti has
been busy creating a staff jeans day, MOvember mustache bulletin boards in the
elementary schools, and creating chocolate mustache lollipops for sale here at Harrison.
These lollipops came from wonderful milk chocolate purchased from Sugar and Spice
on route 51. All proceeds raised from the sale of the chocolate mustaches will go
toward the Baldwin Whitehall School District MOvember donation. The school district
has its own team on the MOvember website and can be joined by anyone in the public
and also if individuals do not want to join they can just donate to the team. This
campaign runs through all of November, but can be donated up through February of
2018 before they reset the site.
Science Heredity Projects: In 8th grade science, the heredity unit
culminated with students completing an Alien Life Form project. Each
student created a parent alien from a list of genotypes (genes), which then
determined the alien's phenotype (physical traits). Then the alien mated
with another alien, producing alien offspring. Students had to use their
knowledge of Punnett Squares and pedigrees to determine the traits of the
offspring. Take a look at all the creative projects!

Harrison Middle School’s Musical Aladdin Jr. has been cast and features 35
students in leading roles with another 60 or so in the ensemble, 25 stage crew and a full
pit orchestra. The title role of Aladdin is being shared by 8th graders Max Pratley and
Dennis Stanko. His love interest Jasmine will be played by 7th grader Morgan Smeal and a
newcomer to musical theater 8th grader Abbey Stark. The evil Jafar is Jack O’Neill and
another newcomer, Quentin Michalski. Jafar’s sidekick, Iago is being shared by Alyssa
Holby and Olivia Rechtorik. The ten narrators that will tell the story are Cadence Morton, Alexa Teter, Greta Gorman, Gabby
Dawley, Grace Spozarski, Eliza Swanson, Avery Pasquale, Maggie DeLuca, Brooke Scanlon and Bekah Priano. Mark your calendars
now for a magic carpet ride through Agrabah March 4, 8, 9 and 10, 2018!

Day of the Dead: In Ms. Lemelle’s Spanish I and FLEX classes students learned about the
products, practices, and perspectives of Day of the Dead in Mexico. Day of the Dead is
celebrated in Mexico from November 1st through November 2nd and focuses on gatherings
of family and friends to remember and celebrate the lives of loved ones who have passed.
Students interpreted a book titled, Rosita y
Conchita, to help them understand the cultural
perspective and practice of the holiday. The
story is about a twin sister who helps her sister travel from the land of the dead to the
land of the living. While students read the story they built an ofrenda with tangible
vocabulary items. Students also created traditional calaveras de azucar. Students also
had the opportunity to bake pan de muerto and share it with their classmates.

HMS PTSA Book Fair: From November 13th –16th the HMS PTSA
sponsored a Scholastic Book Fair in the library. Students attended the
book fair through their ELA classes and were able to select from a
multitude of adolescent literature. By making a purchase of a book,
students were eligible to win a variety of gift baskets. To further help
promote reading, the PTSA also opened the book fair during the
parent conferences. Thank you to all the parent volunteers who
helped to make the book fair an overwhelming success.

Team Sports Champions:
The Soccer Players recently won the class championship for Mr Squeglia’s Team Sports Soccer Unit. They
posted a 4-1 record. Lead by Team Captain, Ashton Nort – team members consisted of Morgan Woods,
Heidi Douglass, Nick Santillo, Jon Rauch, and Ron Irvin.
Team Deshawn Watson was the champion of Mr. Squeglia’s Team Sports Football Unit. They posted a perfect
record of 6-0. Lead by Team Captain, Jordan Williams – team members consisted of Jon Rauch, Alyvia Cox, Shajit
Pokwal, Elijah Kasuba.
The Dinger Squad was the champion of Mr. Squeglia’s Team Sports Softball Unit. They won a seven game
series against the All Stars 4-2 and went on to win the championship game against Beach Bums by the score
of 6-3. Lead by Team Captain, Nick Santillo – team members consisted of Ashton Nort,
Natalee Hails, Sergej Stojanovic, Collin Kuch, Shajit Pokwal, Justin Lawson.
The Handballer‘s won the championship of Mr. Squeglia’s Team Sports Handball Unit. They posted a perfect
record of 8-0 Team Captain was Frank Lincoln – team members consisted of Isiah Siwik, Obadiah Abdul, Collin
Kuch, Nick Berger, Jeremiah Felix, Eh Pwe Shwe, Bigyan Subedi.

Dungeons & Dragons Club: This the second year for the new after school club, which provides an opportunity for students to
come together and use their vivid imaginations as they collaborate to complete a quest. The following students, Quintin
Michalski, Ryan Hamel, Vincent Scheiding and Paul Yeso have been instrumental in helping Mr. Ross to make the club an exciting
success. The students have worked together to develop and lead the fun and exciting imaginary quests, while also helping new
students design their characters.

HMS Yearbook Photos: The HMS Yearbook is looking for 1st day of school photos, sports photos, and school activity photos for
the yearbook. Photos taken on a phone can be submitted through downloading the Yearbook Snap APP. Search for Harrison Middle
School and use the code "HMS" to submit photos. Photos can also be e-mailed to Mrs. Bianchi at hbianchi@bwschools.net or
copied to a CD and dropped off in Room 203.

 All books purchased in school on online will be sold for $25.00.
 Below are instructions and sale dates for both at school and online purchases.
 All yearbook questions can be directed to my e-mail hbianchi@bwschools.net.

To Purchase Online:.
 November 28th – December 20th







$25.00 plus $1 service fee.

Debit/Credit Card Purchase Only
Go to the website www.yearbookforever.com
Type in Harrison Middle School in the school name box.
Click to select Harrison Middle School from the list.

To Purchase At School:
 November 28th - December 20th = $25.00
 Cash or Check Only
 Checks made payable to: J.E. Harrison Middle School
 Information needed on payment envelope: Student's First &

Follow the online sale prompts to place your order.
Please save a copy of your receipt from your purchase.



Last Name & Grade
Yearbook drop off box will be located in the main office during the sale.

HMS Wrestling: On November 17th, 7th & 8th grade students interested in wrestling started their season with their first
practice. Mr. Bilbie is looking forward to a great season as he works with his wrestlers to develop the skills to be successful on the
mat. If you have any questions see Mr. Bilbie in room 250.

HMS Boy’s Basketball Team: The 2017 Boy's Basketball Team is off to a great start.
Please come out to support your team. Remaining home games are as follows December
5th, December 7th, December 14th, December 21st.

Steel Center Field Trip – Grade 6 BWSD is partners with Steel Center
Area Career and Technical School. Our sixth grade students have been
given the opportunity to visit this facility on either December 1, December
5, and December 13, 2017. Not only will our school fulfill career
requirements of the District’s 339 Plan set by the state of Pennsylvania, but
students will have earl exposure to a Career and Technical School.

Click to access online permission form.
What is Career and Technical Education?
Encompasses 94 percent of high school students and 8.4 million individuals seeking postsecondary certificates and associate
degrees in CTE fields
Includes high schools, career centers, community and technical colleges, four-year universities and more
Educates students for a range of career options through 16 Career Clusters® and 79+ pathways
Integrates with academics in a rigorous and relevant curriculum
Features high school and postsecondary partnerships, enabling clear pathways to certifications and degrees
Fulfills employer needs in high-skill, high-wage, high-demand areas
Prepares students to be college- and career-ready by providing core academic skills, employability skills and technical, jobspecific skills

Ms. Debbie Reynolds was a featured speaker at the recent 2017 Three Rivers Educational Technology
Conference (TRETC), which is part of the Pittsburgh Technology council. The TRETC Conference was a
great opportunity for teachers and K-12 administrators to find out and explore current trends of
effectively infusing technology into the classroom. The theme for TRETC 2017 was, “Digitizing
Personalized Learning!”. Ms. Reynolds spoke about her experiences with NASA and how this knowledge
gained from her enriching opportunities enables her to develop and implement engaging lessons that
focus on personalized learning.

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and
items through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” o fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY
DONATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is
simply meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!
Click for more information.
There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators
in many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer.
Teacher Grants for needed classroom items
Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry
Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism
Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children
Volunteerism for school functions and dances
Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer
opportunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the membership fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn:
Kelly Bischoff.

Would you like to follow the HMS PTSA on our Facebook page?
You may do so by following this link:https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732
Sarris Candy Holiday Sale: The delivery date is Wednesday, December 13th and can be picked-up
from 3:30 p.m to 7:00 p.m in teachers' lounge (room 129) or use outside entrance #4 (Left of the gym
entrance. Please contact Katie Beardsley at katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com with any questions.

HMS PTSA PRESENTS—HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL ICE SKATING PARTY
SUNDAY JANUARY 14, 2018—6 P.M. – 8 P.M.—MOUNT LEBANON ICE RINK
Located in Mt. Lebanon Park complex, just off Cedar Blvd in Mt. Lebanon
HELP YOUR PTSA TO HELP YOUR CHILDREN BY BEING A PART OF THIS FUNDRAISER AND HAVE FUN TOO!
COST: $8.00 PER PERSON FOR HARRISON FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND STAFF.
SKATE RENTAL AVAILABLE AT THE RINK DOOR FOR $2.00/pair.
PLEASE COMPLETE THE ATTACHED FORM AND RETURN WITH PAYMENT
TO HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL OFFICE (PTSA MAILBOX) BY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10,2018
Click to download a printable form.
QUESTIONS - CONTACT SHARON VOIGT AT 412-860-0697(cell) OR 412-885-7647 (home)

