
 December 24th - January 1st—Winter Break  
 January 17th—End of the 2nd Nine Weeks 
 January 18th—Half day & First day of the 3rd Nine Weeks 
 January 21—No School / Professional Development 

 

The students of the eighth grade class created a large sculpture/painting that 
commemorates both the victims of the Tree of Life shootings of October 27, 2018 and 
the 1.5 million children who were killed during the 
Holocaust. The project culminated in an eight-foot-tall tree 
made out of over two hundred paper butterflies and 
another 140 ceramic butterflies as well. Butterflies have 
been used as a symbol of the child victims of the Holocaust 
because of the poem “The Last Butterfly,” that was written 
by Pavel Friedman shortly before he was killed at the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. On Friday, 
December 7, 2018, the entire eighth grade gathered in the 
HMS auditorium with members of district administration as 
well as parents and community members to unveil the 
completed tree.  
 
Several students gave speeches, read poems, and delivered famous quotes about life 
after the Holocaust, and the eighth grade chorus beautifully performed two songs, one 
completely in Hebrew, and one in a combination of Hebrew and English. Several 
teachers were involved in bringing this project together, and five eighth grade 

students, Ava Bell, Cadence Morton, Sarah Scheeser, Eva Semieraro, and Grace Spozarski, took the lead in building the tree and 
organizing the event.  

 



Holocaust survivor Shulamit Bastacky visited Harrison 
Middle School on December 19. This was the third year 
that Ms. Bastacky has come to our school, and every 
year her presentation is better and even more moving. 
Eighth-grade students Ella Kindleberger and Olivia 
Seiler organized Ms. Bastacky’s visit, including a series 
of speeches, a song by eighth-grader Julie Puff, and a 
speech and question-and-answer session that went on 
for almost two hours. Fifteen eighth graders were able 
to have lunch with Ms. Bastacky and to assist her in 
getting around the school. Eighty students wrote 
essays about Ms. Bastacky’s lifelong mission to grow 
understanding and stamp out hate to earn their invitation to attend the event. Having been hidden in a basement for the first 

four years of her life with no friends or family, Ms. Bastacky was never able to have any toys 
or play as a child. As an adult, she collects stuffed animals to give to 
children. This year, the eighth grade students collected over fifty 
stuffed animals to contribute to Toys for Tots in her name.  

 

 

 

December 6, 2018 

marked the first 

annual Cultural 

Clothing Day at Har-

rison Middle School. 

Many students and 

staff came dressed 

in cultural clothing, 

shirts with flags, or simply colors to represent their 

heritage. Cultural Clothing Day gave all students a chance to celebrate 

and take pride in their ethnicity! 



HMS Lego Robotics Club: HMS was fortunate to add a new student 
extracurricular activity this year in the form of the HMS Robotics Team. 
Students met Mondays and Wednesdays and learned how to build and code 
robots use the Lego Mindstorm System. The robots had to complete a series of 
challenges or tasks to participate in this year's First Lego League (FLL) theme of 
Into Orbit (right up Mrs. Reynolds' alley!!) The team had to lift a launch pad, 
travel over a meteor field, rescue a satellite and much more. Additionally, the 
team had to create a project that investigated a current issue in the theme. 
Our team chose to student Water on Mars and how humans will be able to get 
water when we chose to inhabit Mars in the near future.  

On Friday and Saturday December 7 
and 8, the team traveled to Sewickley Academy to participate in the Western PA FLL 
Grand Championships. Friday night, the students presented their project, explained 
their robot design, and discussed the FLL Core values such as teamwork, coopertition, 
discovery, innovation and of course, fun. On Saturday, the team traveled back up to 
compete in the Robot Games Challenges. Students went through 4 different rounds 
throughout the day; completing adjustments and modifications after each challenge in 
an attempt to gain more points on each subsequent round. Harrison had a great 
inaugural showing, finishing in the middle of the field and were even lucky enough to be 
interviewed on WPXI!  Find the story by clicking here! 

The students are excited about what they learned and are already talking about ideas for next year's First 
Lego League Competition. Students on the team were: Tyler Niggel, Dylan Weber, Kameron Locy, Evan 
Paul, Brayden Klingensmith, Acheron Bayens, Regan Eckert, Leyton Yakopenic, Alex Neuhaus and Dominic 
Kramer. The team was coached by Mrs. Reynolds and Mrs. Turner-Locy.  

Student Donations for our Troops -  The first week in December, the 7th grade science teachers at Harrison Middle School 
started a donation drive to send to some of our troops overseas. Students and faculty participated by bringing in different snacks, 
coffees, power bars, protein bars, Ramen, oatmeal, gum, sunscreen, and chapstick just to list a few items. Some students even 
enclosed holiday cards filled 
with jokes, weather updates, 
and gratitude for soldiers' 
service. The drive was a huge 
success. Ms. Donoghue, Ms. 
McNally, and Mrs. Kronander 
boxed up all the items and 
delivered them to the post office 
Friday December 7 in hopes they 
will reach the troops by 
Christmas. A big thank you to 
HMS faculty, students and their 
parents/guardians for 
supporting this wonderful cause.  

https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/students-competed-in-lego-championship-at-sewickley-academy/886039113


French Flex Culminating Activity -  
French Flex students ended their 12 
week rotation with a final review in 
the form of a break-out/escape 
room.  The classes successfully 
earned their way into the next 
session of the foreign language 
rotation. 
 
 
 
 

Hour of Code - On Thursday, December 6th students in every grade 
participated in the nationwide Hour of Code.  Students experimented 
with programming  and design software to create their own individual 
computer program.  A special thanks to Ms. Short and Mr. Wagner for 
organizing this event.  

 
STUCO—Student Council challenged all students and staff at HMS to 

show their generosity this month! A Generosity Tree is standing in the cafeteria 
with boxes labeled for each grade level for students and staff to fill with toys for 
patients at the Children’s Hospital or gloves, scarves, hats and mittens for needy 
children in the area. The box with the most toys and/or items will earn an Ice 
Cream Social for their grade. The drive has started and will end December 17th. 
Stay tuned to see who filled their boxes with the most toys and winter 
accessories! The boxes are filling to the brim and Harrison has been very 
generous! On the Generosity Tree’s students participated in the creation of a 
paper ornament to write a “generous” word or phrase so that the generosity 
tree could be filled with Christmas Spirit and Kindness!  

 
Maker Space, Sublimation “It’s a gas”—Students in the 7th grade science classes had a wonderful chance to apply scientific 
concepts learned in the Chemistry unit, to a fun, real-life project in the Makerspace. After studying 
about phase changes and chemical reactions, students in Mrs Kronander’s, Ms. Donoghue’s and 
Ms. McNally’s classes worked with the concept of sublimation to create and design personalized 
mugs. Sublimation is a process where a solid goes directly to the gas phase; bypassing the liquid 
state. To create the mugs, students used special transfer paper and sublimation ink to print off 
their designs. The designs were then applied to the mugs and placed in a press where the high heat 
and pressure forced the ink to embed into the polymer coating of the mug. The ink went from a 
solid on the paper, to a gas while heated, and then back to a solid again onto the mug. The 
students were very creative in their designs and really enjoyed the entire process.  
 
Strength Training - Students in Ms. Carlson and Mr. Squeglia's Strength Training classes have been working hard! Each student 

is challenged with new exercises and circuits that develop muscular fitness and help increase strength and 
power. The bench press and back squat are two exercises that students complete a one repetition max 
challenge! This is a great way to track progress as the students finish out the second nine weeks and are 
working hard at gaining strength!  
 
Learning the proper form and technique to these exercises is incredibly 
important! Student have created their own exercise programs to meet 
each individual’s goals and focus on the areas they find of most 
interest. In class, students motivate one another to reach new goals 
and push each other to new limits. In the max opportunity of the year 
two students had outstanding results: Brooklyn Williams and Landon 
Kowalski. Brooklyn recorded a Max Bench score of 125 lbs and a Max 
Squat score of 215 lbs. Landon recorded a Max Bench score of 165 lbs 
and a Max Squat of 305 lbs. 



8th Grade Chorus - The 8th grade chorus performed winter musical as their winter concert this year. Yes, Virginia There is a 
Santa Claus was a huge success. The hard work put in by all was displayed on 
December 10th at Harrison Middle School. Members of this choir also had the 
chance to perform at the Byham Theatre on Saturday, December 15th prior to 
the CLO's performance of A Christmas Carol.  

Our 8th grade students represented well at the Junior 
Achievement Inspire Career Day. Students had the opportunity 
to meet with professionals from several fields and explore all 
booths while practicing skills that they learned in the classroom. 
Ms. White, Ms. Fetterolf, and Ms. McNally spent time working 
with students in science to explore student attributes, write an 
elevator pitch, and research vendors to prepare for the exciting 
day. Some of the vendors included UPMC Healthcare, Alcosan, 

KML Regional Council of Counselors, Pittsburgh Institute 
of Aeronautics, Rosedale Tech, New Century Careers, 
Bots IQ, KDKA, and several more. Junior Achievement 
continues to partner with our middle school teachers, 
counselors and Ms. Reynolds, our STEM Integration 
Specialist, to provide career education through hands-on 
activities, job shadows, and speakers in the 
classrooms.  Ms. Leadbitter and Ms. Thomas will continue 
to promote Career Education across all classrooms. Ask your child to see his or her career 
portfolio folder that contains all of the documents from classroom career lessons. Career 

Cruising is another website that you can investigate with your 
child. Each student has an individual username and password 
to access the site. Thank you to all 8th grade teachers and staff 
for chaperoning the field trip so 
that our students can embark 
on authentic activities and 
prepare for the future.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order your Yearbook TODAY: The HMS Yearbook will be on sale in school from December 14th to January 11th. 
Yearbooks are $25. Please place cash or check made out to Harrison Middle School in an envelope with your child's 
name and have them drop it off in the main office. Yearbooks may also be purchased online at 
www.yearbookforever.com until January 31st.  

 

Ice Hockey - The Middle School Ice Hockey Team has cur-
rently raised $565 for the Children’s Hospital Foundation.  
This is a great example led by a great team.  Keep up the hard 
work on and off the ice! 

Wrestling : Stay up to date with Baldwin Wrestling at 
www.baldwinwrestling.com. 

Dungeons & Dragons Club: This the third year for the 
Dungeons & Dragons after school club, which provides an 
opportunity for students to come together and use their vivid 
imaginations as they collaborate to complete a quest.  The 
club meets in the HMS library from 3:20 to 4:00.  The next 
meeting dates are: 1/8, 1/22, 2/5, 2/19, 3/5, 3/19, 4/2, 4/16 & 

http://www.baldwinwrestling.com/


6 Fortnite Secrets Kids Know But You Don't - Impress your kids (and learn to spot red flags) 

with our exclusive guide to Fortnite's secret underworld.  

Any parent with a Fortnite fiend in their house knows the struggle: How do I keep up with the 

game's everchanging features, customs, and lingo? And -- even more importantly -- how do I 

keep kids safe when scammers and bad actors sneak into the game? If you're one of the many 

parents who's never played Fortnite (or just one of the ones who doesn't get the hype), you might be missing out on some of the 

"secrets" that only hard-core fans of the game know. 

Most of these secrets are totally harmless and simply help make the game more fun 

and competitive. But some of the other activities that are part of Fortnite culture can 

lead kids down a dark rabbit hole -- and could get them kicked out of the game. The 

good news is that just being in the know can help you bond with your kids and guide 

them toward safe and smart gaming. Here are the secrets your kids aren't telling 

you. 

Click here to access the full article.  

If you are having a problem with your Chromebook such as but not limited to a broken screen or the Chromebook losing it's ability 
to charge, please ask a teacher to put in a tech request to have it fixed. When able, the building technician will call you down from 
a class to work with you on the issue. Additionally, if you use a wireless mouse with your Chromebook, please plug it into the left 
USB port of the Chromebook while in use and remove it when you place your Chromebook in your backpack. If you do not, you run 
the risk of breaking your charging port. So please be aware.  

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS 
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and items 
through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” of fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY DO-
NATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is simply 
meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!  
Click for more information. 

HMS PTSA Collecting Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education. Please send in 
your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the PTSA mailbox in the main office.  

There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators in 
many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and 
our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!  
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer. 

Teacher Grants for needed classroom items 

Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry 

Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism 

Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children 

Volunteerism for school functions and dances  

 

Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer op-
portunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the membership 
fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn: Kelly 
Bischoff. 

Follow HMS PTSA on Facebook?  
You may do so by following this link:https://

www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/6-fortnite-secrets-kids-know-but-you-dont
http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Nonfundraiser.pdf
http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Promotion.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/

