Students & Staff Start the Scheduling Process for the 2018-19 School Year: Over the past few weeks the Harrison Middle
School staff has participated in a number a meetings to prepare for the 2018-19 school year scheduling process. These meetings
have included representatives from the high school meeting with our 8th grade teachers to plan a smooth transition to the high
school for our current 8th graders. This past week, Ms. Misquitta, a high school guidance counselor, also spoke to the 8th grade
students about the scheduling process and the requirements they will need to meet over the next four years. As part of the
process, Ms. Wilhelm and Ms. Willman reviewed with the staff the procedures to make recommendations in Skyward. Ms. Niggel
and Ms. Leadbitter have also traveled to the elementary schools to discuss the scheduling process with the current 5th grade
students. Recently Ms. Bianchi, Ms. Setree, Ms. Hawk, Ms. Verno, Mr. Squeglia and Mr. Kealey met with current 7th grade
students to discuss the various music performance, foreign language and physical education selections.
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February 19th - No School—Presidents’ Day
February 20th - Act 80 Day - Two Hour Delay Schedule
February 22nd - 4C Your Future Night at Baldwin High School - 6:00-9:00 PM—Click for More Information
February 23rd - Friday Night Out - 4:00-7:00 PM Sponsored by Baldwin-Whitehall Education Foundation
March 4th - Musical Theater - Aladdin Jr. - Matinee Performance - 2:00 PM
March 5th-9th - HMS PTSA Sponsored Scholastic Book Fair
March 5th - Interims Posted on Skyward
March 7th - Spread the Word to End the Word
March 8th –10th - Musical Theater - Aladdin Jr. - 7:30 PM
March 10th - Sing-a-long with Aladdin & the Cast at a Breakfast with the Characters! - 10:00 AM
March 13th - Rear Door School Bus Evacuation Drill - Morning
March 19th - HMS PTSA Meeting - 6:30 PM
March 22nd - Highlander Pride Ceremony - 8:30 AM
Click to Access the HMS
March 27th - Full Day of School - (Snow Make-Up Day)
March 28th - End of the 3rd Nine Weeks
Daily Announcements
March 28th - Early Dismissal - 12:00PM
March 29th—April 2nd - Spring Break

Harrison Middle School’s Musical Aladdin Jr. has been casted and features 35
students in leading roles with another 60 or so in the ensemble, 25 stage crew and a full
pit orchestra. The title role of Aladdin is being shared by 8th graders Max Pratley and
Dennis Stanko. His love interest Jasmine will be played by 7th grader Morgan Smeal and a
newcomer to musical theater 8th grader Abbey Stark. The evil Jafar is Jack O’Neill and
another newcomer, Quentin Michalski. Jafar’s sidekick, Iago is being shared by Alyssa
Holby and Olivia Rechtorik. The ten narrators that will tell the story are Cadence Morton, Alexa Teter, Greta Gorman, Gabby
Dawley, Grace Spozarski, Eliza Swanson, Avery Pasquale, Maggie DeLuca, Brooke Scanlon and Bekah Priano. Mark your calendars
now for a magic carpet ride through Agrabah March 4, 8, 9 and 10, 2018!

4C Your Future: Baldwin High School will be hosting 4-C Your Future on February 22nd from 6:00 - 9:00
PM. This is a premiere event for Baldwin focusing on Career, College, Community, and Curriculum. The
school opens to college and technical-school admissions representatives, military personnel, community
organizations, and you. Staff answer questions about curriculum for the 2018–19 school year, the process
of post-secondary education, and the importance of understanding career opportunities. For more
information at www.counselingbhs.weebly.com

Spread the Word to End the Word - March 7th: Attention HMS
students, faculty, parents and staff members. Help us raise awareness about
the hurtfulness of people using the R-word. Spread the Word to End the
Word is March 7, 2018 and it is fast approaching. To prepare for the day, the
Partners PE class is selling neon blue t-shirts to help promote awareness of
this serious issue. These t-shirts will be on sale for $10.00 until Wednesday,
February 21st. Click to download the order form. Students who purchased
this shirt encouraged to wear their shirts on March 7th. Besides promoting Spread the Word to End the Word, these shirts are
special this year because it will represent three causes, not only Spread the Word, but also, it highlights the 8th grade ELA unit on
diversity and tolerance, and can be worn on Wednesdays in April to promote Autism Awareness month. So think of it as the 3 in 1
shirt. Email Mr. Kealey or Mrs. Fisher for more details.

Discover the fun of STEAM through
hands-on activities for the whole family!
Who: Kindergarten – 8th grade students and families
What: This will be a fun-filled fair for the whole family! Experience new technologies
incorporated in the classroom, science experiments/demonstrations, hands-on
building/engineering activities, artwork displays, and much, much, more!! Snacks and
beverages will be available for purchase. Shuttle service will also be available.

When: March 20, 2018 - Doors will open at 6:30 PM
Where: J.E. Harrison Middle School
We invite you to attend this fun-filled family event. Please complete this survey, so
we can prepare for your participation! https://goo.gl/forms/4Q792BGPZtPmwWp23

Scholastic Book Fair: The HMS PTSA is sponsoring a spring book fair from March 5th - 9th.

March 6- 6th grade March 7- 7th grade March 8- 8th grade March 9 - make ups
The PTSA will also have two evening sales.
March 8th & 9th - 6:00-7:30 PM (prior to the musical theater performance)

Snowflake Nominations: Harrison Middle School exemplifies Honor, Compassion and
Strength! Student council requested staff and students recognize those they thought
represented the school motto by nominating them to get their locker “snowflaked”. Someone
who shows “Honor, Compassion and Strength” follows the rules, encourages others, leads by
example, does what is right even when no one is looking, is honest, and is respectful and kind
to others. Dozens of students came into school on February 7th to find their lockers covered
in snowflakes and received these honor! Congrats!

Camp Soles On-line Permission Slip Information: Attention parents of 8th grades
students who plan on attending the Camp Soles fieldtrip, please click on the link provided
to complete the permission slip for the trip. Please only fill out the permission slip if your
plans on attending the trip. Completion of the permission slip is not needed if your child is
not attending. Click to complete Online Form

Camp Soles Information on a Google Classroom: Attention parents of 8th grade
students who will be attending the Camp Soles Field trip in May. A Google Classroom has
been set up for the trip. It contains the information booklet, important dates and a link to
the on-line permission slip. It also will contain at a later date the session, group, bus number and cabin assignments. You must use
your son/daughter Google account that the district has created for them. You cannot use your own Gmail account. Click on the
waffle and select Classroom and put click on the plus sign, it will then prompt you to put in a code. The code is as follows d9h1nk.
This will allow you access to all pertinent Camp Soles information. Click for more information on Camp Soles-YMCA webpage.

Eighth Grade Students Learn "to Keep Tabs on Humanity": On January 16, 2018, a group of
HMS eighth graders, accompanied by Mr. Shaner, Mrs. Riccardi and Mrs. Laughlin, had the honor
of meeting Sam Gottesman, a survivor of Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen, at the Holocaust Center of
Pittsburgh. We also listened to a second generation survivor of
the Holocaust and a German student who is working to
promote peace, tolerance, and justice by speaking to young
people around the world. Finally, we visited KEEPING TABS: A
HOLOCAUST SCULPTURE at the Community Day School and
learned about a project where students collected 6.3 million pop tabs to inspire reflection on the
millions of lives lost during the Holocaust. We trudged through the snow and were struck by the
power and beauty of the installation. Thanks to the speakers and our tour guides, all of us were
reminded to “keep tabs on our humanity” as we got back on the bus that day.

Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science: The Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science (PJAS) is a statewide organization of
junior and senior high school students designed to stimulate and promote interest in science among its members through the
development of research projects and investigations. This competition entered it’s 84th year of practice this year. Industry
professionals oversee, judge, and award students in grades 7-12 on their scientific method and ideas presented at the regional
competition. This year’s regional competition was held February 3rd, 2018 at Duquesne University. Harrison Middle School
sponsored six students who competed with their own scientific experiments. Congratulations to the following students on their
amazing job: 3rd place: Owen Petrucci 2nd place: Timothy Book, Neveen Khalil, Noah Lewis, and Abigail Rogers 1st place: Ava
Weidensall Ava will have the opportunity to present her scientific findings at the statewide competition held at Penn State in May.

Harrison Middle School Students Win Top Honors in Waldman International Arts and
Writing Competition: The Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh's Waldman International Arts and Writing
Competition allows students in grades 6–12 to submit original art and compete for academic
scholarships. The theme for the 2017-2018 was Children in the Holocaust, 1933–1945. Two Harrison
Middle School students were selected as first- and second-place winners from over 200 entries from
17 area schools. Submissions also come from students in the
Karmiel-Misgav region of Israel. Israeli winners are brought to
Pittsburgh to meet American winners and tour the city. Each
entry is reviewed by three judges, who look at substance, style,
and relevance to the theme to assign scores to each one.
Noah Lewis was awarded first place for his work "Butterfly
Catcher" and Emma Turnbull received second place for her
piece, "Silence." Turnbull's art is also featured in materials for the award ceremony, which
will take place on Wednesday, April 11th, at 6:30pm, at the Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh
(826 Hazelwood Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217).

Congratulations to our 2nd nine weeks Highlander Pride Award winners! The students below have exhibited creativity and school
spirit in and out of the classroom that is second to none! Congratulation to Ms. Parks for being recognized by his colleagues and
administration for his dependability to his students. Click to Access the Highlander Pride Video.

Owen Klodowski, Louise Landis
Oluwatomisin Ojo (Tume)Oluwatomiwa Ojo
(Tommy)Aung Mya (Mint), Anay Rai

Morgan Smeal, Adrianna Grande, Elizabeth
Green, Lauren Loeffert, Audrey Work, Rachel
Kelly

Vincent Scheiding, Rick Hails, Sierra
Schmidt, Brianna Rees, Olivia
Macellaro, Alana McDade

Ms. Parks & Mr. Peebles

Second Nine Weeks Physical Education Award Winners: The physical education staff
selected outstanding students from each of the physical education classes. From the
Partner's PE class: Edin Durakovic and Emma Barone. From the Strength Training class:
Maleah Pacella and Payton Fleszar. From the Wellness class: Mia DiCesare. From the eighth
grade PE class; Alex Cindrich. From the sixth and seventh grade PE class; Cadence Morton.
Congratulations to the second nine weeks winners.

Theater Arts Workshop: On February 13th members of the performing arts classes at Harrison had a blast attending a Theater
Arts workshop at the Byham Theatre downtown. Students attended sessions on costume design, stage combat, hair and make up
and acting. The workshops were presented by the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust.

BWSD Choirs to Sing National Anthem at Pirate Game: The BWSD choirs will sing the National Anthem at the Pirate game on
April 5th. Attached is an order form for tickets. Please submit ticket orders by Feb. 21st. Checks can be made payable to BHMP.
Click to download the form.

Los Reyes Magos: Students in Ms. Lemelle’s Spanish I
and FLEX classes learned about Día de Reyes. In many
Spanish speaking countries this is holiday celebrated
January 6th. Students wrote letters to the kings using
vocabulary and grammar they have previously studied.
They also created shoes in which the kings left gifts of
pencils, stickers, and candy.

STEAM Collaboration: Mrs. Riccardi and Mrs. Hornburg's 8th
grade Art classes created beautiful clay masks with the
students. When the classes rotated to STEM for the next 9
week rotation, Mrs. Short and Mr. Shaner showed the students
how to create simple circuits on the back of the masks using
copper tape and LED's to light up the masks.

Les Blasons: Students researched family crests and used images to
represent themselves and their families. They then explained why they
chose what they chose using French.

Mardi Gras & Carnaval: On Tuesday, February 13th, the French I and
Spanish I students celebrated Mardi Gras & Carnaval. Each student made
a mask to wear during the festivities. The classes prepared foods, played
games, and choose the Mardi Gras & Carnaval king, queen and jester.

Team Sports Highlights: The Ballers won the
championship of Mr. Squeglia’s Team Sports Basketball Unit.
They posted a record of 8 - 1. Team Captain was Isaiah King –
team members consisted of Jeremiah Felix and Ashton Nort.

Young Marines: Congratulations are in order to the latest
group of middle school students that have toughed it out
through 16 weeks of rigorous physical and mental training in
becoming a YOUNG MARINE. Throughout boot camp the drill instructors have
pushed them to achieve their very best. Learning close order drill, responding and solving problems under stressful conditions,
team building activities, physically pushing their bodies to endure pain are just a few of their accomplishments. They have had
CPR training, fire prevention training, and Navy SEAL training as well. March 8th 2018 these recruits will be able to claim the title
YOUNG MARINE. Graduation will be held at Keystone Oaks Middle School gymnasium at 6:30pm.

HMS Teacher Participates in NASA Downlink with Astronauts: This past week, Mrs.
Reynolds traveled back to Houston Texas and the Space Center to attend the 24th annual Space
Exploration Educators Conference and present her Year in Space to the educators in attendance. While there, Mrs. Reynolds had the opportunity to participate in numerous seminars and
sessions, and learn from NASA engineers, NASA educators, and other teachers from across the
country. On Thursday February 1, Mrs Reynolds was one of 20 educators to participate in the
live downlink to the International Space Station and ask Astronaut Joe
Acaba a question. Acaba is a former educator turned astronaut who is
celebrating NASA’s Year of Education on Station. Another highlight of
Mrs Reynolds’ conference was the opportunity to ride in the Space Exploration Vehicle (SEV) in the simulated Mars Rock yard. Mrs. Reynolds
plans to incorporate the activities and ideas learned, into the classes,
STEM activities, and simulator missions at Harrison Middle School. Last
week, Mrs. Reynolds was selected as a Teacher Liaison for the Space
Foundation and will be recognized at the Space Symposium in Colorado
Springs Colorado in April. She will also be attending Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama in June as a recipient
of the Honeywell Educators Space Academy scholarship.

Harrison Middle School Now has a Library/Media/STEM Specialist: During school board meeting on Wednesday, February
14th, the Baldwin-Whitehall School Board approved staffing changes that positively impact Harrison Middle School. The school
board adopted a new position, Library/Media/STEM Specialist, which took affect on Thursday, February 15th. Mrs. Reynolds has
taken on this role of the Library/Media/STEM Specialist and will split her time between the library and IKS Highlander. This is not
traditional librarian position, but will enable Harrison Middle School to transform the library into an innovative and studentcentered maker space/library/creation lab.

Wrestling Team Enjoys Successful Season: Coach Bilbie began the season with one goal in
mind. That goal was to increase the number of wrestlers in the middle school wrestling program.
Since taking over the program three years ago, Coach Bilbie has seen those numbers gradually
increase. This year was no exception. Twenty-one wrestlers joined the team! Coach Bilbie credits
his success to the Physical Education Department allowing him
to introduce the sport to 7th and 8th graders during a few
phys. ed. classes before the season started. This year the team
was able to fill fifteen of the eighteen weight classes, which
was something Coach Bilbie couldn't of dreamed two seasons
ago. The wrestler's hard work and effort has resulted in a 7-3 record this season. The highlight
of the year came when eight wrestlers placed at the Keystone Oaks Tournament. The team will
end the season wrestling in the Allegheny Jr. High Wrestling Championships at North Allegheny
H.S. on February 10th.

Girls Basketball Update: The HMS girls basketball is off to a great beginning of their season. The girls have been working very
hard and it shows in their results. The both teams share an identical record at this point of the season with a 6-1 record. The
remaining home games are as follows: 2/27 vs Jefferson Middle School, and 3/1 vs Keystone Oaks.

HMS Girls Fastpitch Tryouts: Tryouts for Girls Fastpitch Softball will be held starting Monday, March 12
through Wednesday, March 14 after school in the Harrison Middle School Gym from 3:20 – 5:00 p.m.
Interested girls must be prepared to practice both indoor and outdoor according to the weather. All
student athletes interested in trying out for the team must be in good academic standings and have a
completed Baldwin Whitehall physical packet prior to the first tryout March 12. Physical packets are
available to students at school and are also available on the Baldwin Whitehall District Website. Any
questions, please contact Mrs. Wells or Mr. Squeglia.

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and
items through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” o fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY
DONATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is
simply meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!
Click for more information.
There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators
in many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer.
Teacher Grants for needed classroom items
Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry
Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism
Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children
Volunteerism for school functions and dances
Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer
opportunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the membership fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn:
Kelly Bischoff.

Would you like to follow the HMS PTSA on our Facebook page?
You may do so by following this link:https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732
HMS PTSA Collecting Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education.
Please send in your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the
PTSA mailbox in the main office.
Sarris Candy Spring Sale: The delivery date for the Sarris Candy Spring Sale is Tuesday, March
13th and can be picked-up from 3:30 p.m to 7:00 p.m in teachers' lounge (room 129) or use
outside entrance #4 (Left of the gym entrance. Please contact Katie Beardsley at
katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com with any questions.

