
 March 3rd - HMS Musical Theater - Little Mermaid  - 2:00 PM 
 March 7th - HMS Musical Theater - Little Mermaid  - 7:00 PM 
 March 8th - HMS Musical Theater - Little Mermaid  - 7:00 PM 
 March 9th - HMS Musical Theater - Little Mermaid  - Breakfast with the Characters 10:00 AM 
 March 9th - HMS Musical Theater - Little Mermaid  - 7:00 PM 
 Click for more information the HMS Musical Theater—Little Mermaid 
 March 18th - HMS PTSA Meeting - 6:30 PM 
 March 26th - End of the 3rd Nine Weeks 
 March 27th - Beginning of the 4th Nine Weeks 
 March 28th - Early Dismissal - 12:00 PM -  

Click to Access the HMS 

Daily Announcements 

Monday, February 11th - Seventh grade students attended a presentation in the 
library with School Counselors, Administrators, World Language, Music and Physical 
Education teachers to introduce course selections for their 8th grade year (2019-20 
School Year).  Seventh graders will bring home a PINK Scheduling Form that should be 
completed and signed by a parent/guardian to be returned to the Guidance Office 
by Tuesday, February 19th.  Please contact Ms. Leadbitter or Mrs. Thomas if you have 
any questions regarding this form.  If a student does not complete and submit the form 
by the deadline, his/her courses will be selected by the office.  

 

Tuesday, February 12th - School Counselors visited all Sixth graders during their period 5 classes to distribute BLUE 
Scheduling Forms for the 2019-2020 School Year.  Sixth graders should return the BLUE forms completed and signed 
by a parent/guardian to the Guidance Office by Tuesday, February 19th. Please contact Ms. Leadbitter or Mrs. Thomas 
if you have any questions regarding this form.  If a student does not complete and submit the form by the deadline, 
his/her courses will be selected by the office.   Eighth grade students attended a presentation in the library with a 
School Counselor from BHS to learn more about high school scheduling and expectations.  These presentations will 
occur during their social studies classes. Students will bring home information about course selections. 
Current eighth graders were encouraged to attend 4C Your Future Night at Baldwin High School on February 25th at 
6:30 p.m. to gain more information.  Click to download the Baldwin High School 9th Grade Scheduling Guide for 2019-2020  
 

Wednesday, February 13th - Eighth grade students attended an Electives Assembly lead by teachers from BHS in 
the HMS Auditorium from 8:20-9:20 a.m. The presenters provided information regarding the choices for electives to 
incoming ninth grade students.   
 

February 27th and 28th - Eighth grade students will schedule their elective courses for the high school with their 
School Counselors during their social studies classes.  
 

March 4th and 5th - Seventh grade students will schedule their elective courses for HMS with their School 
Counselors during their social studies classes.  
 

March 6th and 8th - Sixth grade students will schedule their elective courses for HMS with their School Counselors 
during their ELA classes.  

https://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/school-news/school-news-details/~post/the-little-mermaid-coming-this-spring-20190213
http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements
http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements
https://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/News/2019-2020_Grade_9_Scheduling_Guide.pdf


Help Kids Balance Their Media Lives: From phones and tablets to streaming movies 
and YouTube, tech and media are everywhere. Kids love easy access to TV shows, 
games, and information. Parents and caregivers love that kids can stay in contact 
while they explore their independence. But it's easy to overdo it when the phone 
never stops pinging and the next episode plays automatically. Families can keep 
media and tech use in check by following a few simple practices.  
Click to check out the 5 parent tips. 
Click for more information about Common Sense Media. 

New floor in Physical Education’s Wellness Room:  Close your eyes and think what activities 
you did in middle school physical education.  And now I apologize if that brought back bad 
memories. If I were to ask my students this same question years from now, they would say yoga, 
kick boxing, gymnastics, fitness drumming, interval training, aerobics, and more. Harrison Middle 
School’s Wellness curriculum is your all in one fitness program. Students are taught innovative, 
challenging, relevant, and important health and fitness concepts throughout the school year. We 
have the knowledge and passion to instruct and develop this curriculum to its highest limits. 
However, we are missing an essential component to continue to create a positive experience for 
our students. Our environment and particularly our flooring within our Wellness space needed to 
be updated for the concepts we teach. With district funding, we have the opportunity to lay a floor 
that is durable yet comfortable, maintains safety and traction even when moisture is present, and is 
easy to clean. The new floor has made the room inviting and motivating for our students.  

Congratulations to Shakespeareans Ava Bell, Sam Rorison, Sophia Pittman, Stevi Simonelli, Stephany 
Ochs, Grace Harmon, and Ava Weidensall on a job very well done at the 2019 Shakespeare Scenes and 
Monologue Contest with Pittsburgh Public Theater on 
February 11th. They've been analyzing, memorizing, 
and acting out scenes and monologues from some of 
Shakespeare's most famous works: Taming of the 
Shrew, Romeo & Juliet, Hamlet, and The Tempest. 
After months of practice, they took the stage and 
performed their hearts out! A special congratulations 
to Ava Weidensall for her Honorable Mention in the 
Upper Division Monologue Category! Great job, ladies!  

What’s So Cool About Manufacturing: Assisted by Ms. McNally, 
Harrison Middle School gifted support teacher, two teams of students 
produced videos that highlight "What's So Cool About Manufacturing". 
Two groups of students were given the unique opportunity to 
participate in the Student Manufacturing Video Contest. Back in 
October, the students visited AlphaLab Gear, a local company that rents 
out offices for startup manufacturing companies. While there, the 
students interviewed 
startup companies: 
Panacea.Ag, FarmJenny, 

Arieca, and Velocity Robotics. Working collaboratively, the students produced two 
informational videos to highlight to “What’s So Cool About Manufacturing”. All the 
students involved agreed that it was a wonderful experience, and they  were lucky to 
participate in such a cool activity. On the evening of February 20th the students 
celebrated their accomplishments by attending an awards ceremony sponsored 
Catalyst Connection at Heinz Field. Check out the students’ video by visiting   
https://www.whatssocool.org/contests/pittsburgh-central/ 

https://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/News/Common_Sense_Education-6%E2%80%9312_Family_Tips_Media_Balance.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.catalystconnection.org/
https://www.whatssocool.org/contests/pittsburgh-central/


30 Acts of Kindness: Flex students were tasked with 30 acts of kindness. They had to complete 5 of 
the 30. Acts ranged from saying hello to a new face in the hall to cooking dinner for their family. Many 
students enjoyed the activities. One young lady even completed all 30 acts of kindness. Pictured are 
the completed acts that were submitted to the kindness wall.  

7th Grade ELA Walks the Walk The 7th Grade English Language Arts students are fully entrenched in 
their annual poetry unit. The start of 2019 in ELA classrooms at Harrison Middle School included poems 
by Robert Frost. "The Road Not Taken" and "Stopping By Woods On A Snowy Evening" are the poems 
students read and analyzed. Both of these poems utilize an extended metaphor to signal hidden 

meanings. Well, Robert Frost is not the only poet to write vivid and deep poems using extended metaphors. Our students at HMS 
did the same and did very well.  

Doodle 4 Google: Attention Students,Google is holding its annual Doodle4Google art contest, and is 
looking for students of all ages to participate in designing a new Google logo based off of this year’s 
theme “When I grow up, I hope...” Any student who is interested in participating should see Ms. Jacob, 
or Mrs. Rogiero in rooms 116 / 117 for more information and contest entry forms. All final designs 
must be turned in to Ms. Jacob or Mrs. Rogiero no later than Friday, March 8th.  

HMS Musical Theater Presents The Little Mermaid Jr.:  Harrison Middle School will 
perform The Little Mermaid as their spring musical. The cast of 80 students is well underway 
with rehearsals for this year's production. The cast features Morgan Smeal and Alyssa Holby 
as Ariel, Carson Gregg and Joey Priano as Prince Eric, Grace Spozarski and Grace Toman as 
Sebastian, Cadence Morton and Kaitlyn Spanos as Scuttle, Alayna Lacko and Sydney Kobistek 
as Flounder, Julie Puff and Cyndi Flaherty as Ursula, and Nathaniel McWilliams and Kevin 
Hutchinson as King Triton. Performances will be held March 3rd at 2:00 p.m. and March 7, 8, 9 
at 7:00 p.m.. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door or at lunches the week before 
the show. 
 

On Saturday morning, March 9th, students will host a special breakfast that guests can attend with the characters of the show 
followed by a performance of the musical. The event will feature crafts, games, and photo opportunities. All proceed will benefit 
Baldwin Highlander Music Patrons. The cost of the breakfast and performance is $10. Click to download Breakfast Flier 

Students across 7th grade in English Language Arts were given the opportunity to write a poem encompassing an extended 
metaphor to reflect the writing we examined in class. These poems were showcased in the auditorium on February 8th. Tons of 
students poems were posted along the walls of the auditorium for students in every class to participate in a gallery walk to read 
and examine their peer's poems. Some student's poems from Mr. Schultz's class also included QR codes that, when scanned, 
linked to a recording of their poem. Student readers from Mrs. Himes, Mrs. Bowman, Mrs. Crittenden, and Mrs. Mertz's classes 
were chosen to be in front of the microphone and give their original poetry a voice. Students were able to bring in cookies and 
water to enjoy a snack while working on a table poem with a group of classmates in between the gallery walk and student readers. 
At the end of each period, the students watched a video of an award winning teen read his poem. It is incredible to see how much 
great work is produced at HMS, but even more incredible to see the admiration from their peers in this type of setting. Awesome 
work all around the from English Language Arts 7th grade teachers and students!  

2019 BHS Marching Band Color Guard Auditions-  On March 12 from 5-8:00, there is a meeting for all members interested in 
auditioning.  On March 19 from 5 - 8:00, there is a workshop for all members not involved in the BHS musical or Winter Guard.  On 
March 23 from 9:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m, there is a workshop from 9-12:00 and tryouts will take place at 1:00 p.m. Rehearsal for the 
new guard from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.  All meetings/workshops will start in the High School Band Room.    

https://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/News/little_mermaid_breakfast_SHOW.pdf


HMS Wrestlers enjoy another successful season! Congratulations to the 
HMS Wrestling Team for finishing their season with an undefeated section record 
and an 8-3 overall record. Season highlights include a 2nd place finish at the 
Keystone Oaks Tournament and a 3rd place finish at the Allegheny County Jr. 
High Championships. Coach Bilbie is extremely proud the wrestler's hard work 
and dedication throughout the season. The future is definitely looking bright for 
Baldwin Wrestling!!  

Track Starts March 11th & Parent Meeting:   Attention all 7th and 8th graders of HMS, It is track season 
once again! Track and Field starts March 11th. Track is not just running. We need jumpers and throwers 
too! There will be a brief informational parent meeting after our first practice on March 11th at 5:00 in the 
HMS cafeteria. Students must have a physical packet or section 7 form completed before they participate 
in any practice. Students can stop by Mrs. Setree's room (201) to get the google classroom code 
(eh55u78), ask any questions, and turn in any forms.  

HMS Girls Basketball Highlights 

Congratulations to  
John Starusko and Owen 

Klodowski for qualifying for 
States in wrestling!  They will 

represent Area 7 and Baldwin-
Whitehall at Junior High 
States!  Good luck boys!    

HMS & BHS Cheerleading Tryouts will begin with a pre-tryout meeting on March 14th from 6-8:00 p.m. 
in the BHS LGI Room. Parents and students should attend. Tryout practice days are March 26 and 27 from 
6-9:00 p.m in the HMS Gym. The actual tryout will be held on March 28 at HMS. The HMS team tryout be-
gins at 5:00 p.m and BHS team tryouts at 6:30 p.m.  

If you are having a problem with your Chromebook such as but not limited to a broken screen or the Chromebook losing it's ability 
to charge, please ask a teacher to put in a tech request to have it fixed. When able, the building technician will call you down from 
a class to work with you on the issue. Additionally, if you use a wireless mouse with your Chromebook, please plug it into the left 
USB port of the Chromebook while in use and remove it when you place your Chromebook in your backpack. If you do not, you run 
the risk of breaking your charging port. So please be aware.  

HMS PTSA—Educational Grants:  A special thank you goes out to the HMS PTSA for their support of our teachers. Five teachers, 
Mrs. Short, Mrs. Himes, Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Baughman and Mrs. Kuharic each earned a $100 grant to support various activities/
programs within their classrooms.  



State Representatives Visit Baldwin: During the February administrative meeting, both Represent Bill Kortz and Representative 
Harry Readshaw met with district administrators at the newly opened Baldwin Bean inside Baldwin High School. During the 
meeting,  administrators were able to highlight many of positive and enriching activities and programs that are going on 
throughout the district. Thank you to Representative Kortz and Representative Readshaw for meeting with Baldwin-Whitehall 
School District  Administrators to show their support for Public Education.  

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS 
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and items 
through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” of fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY DO-
NATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is simply 
meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!  
Click for more information. 

HMS PTSA Collecting Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education. Please send in 
your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the PTSA mailbox in the main office.  

Sarris Candy Holiday Sale:   The delivery date is Tuesday, April pth and can be picked-up from 

5:00 p.m to 7:00 p.m in teachers' lounge (room 129) or use outside entrance #4 (Left of the gym 
entrance. Please contact  bcrostek317@gmail.com with any questions. 

Follow HMS PTSA on Facebook?  
You may do so by following this link:https://

www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732 

There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators in 
many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and 
our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!  
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer. 

Teacher Grants for needed classroom items 

Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry 

Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism 

Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children 

Volunteerism for school functions and dances  

 

Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer op-
portunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the membership 
fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn: Kelly 
Bischoff. 

http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Nonfundraiser.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Promotion.pdf

