
 March 9th –10th - Musical Theater - Aladdin Jr. - 7:30 PM 
 March 10th -  Sing-a-long with Aladdin & the Cast at a Breakfast with the Characters!  -  10:00 AM 
 March 13th  - Rear Door School Bus Evacuation Drill - Morning 
 March 15th -  HMS Safety Procedure Meeting - 6:30-7:30 PM 
 March 19th - HMS PTSA Meeting - 6:30 PM 
 March 19th-23rd - EdInsight Benchmark Testing - ELA, Math & Biology 
 March 20th - Family STEAM Night - 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
 March 22nd - Highlander Pride Ceremony - 8:30 AM  
 March 27th - Full Day of School - (Snow Make-Up Day) 
 March 28th - End of the 3rd Nine Weeks 
 March 28th - Early Dismissal - 12:00PM 
 March 29th—April 2nd - Spring Break 
 April 9th Report Cards Issues 
 April 10th-12th - PSSA - ELA Testing 
 April 17th-18th - PSSA - Math Testing 
 April 24th-25 - PSSA - Science Testing 

Click to Access the HMS 

Daily Announcements 

Parents/guardians are invited to attend an 
informational meeting to learn about the safety 
precautions and procedures utilized by staff and 
students at Harrison Middle School.  HMS 
administration and  Baldwin Whitehall staff 
members will present on the topic of safety  in 
schools.  

Harrison Middle School’s Musical Aladdin Jr. , which features 35 students in leading 
roles with another 60 or so in the ensemble, 25 stage crew and a full pit orchestra has had 
two outstanding performances. Thanks to Ms. Hawk, Mr. London, Ms. Verno, Ms. Virgin, Ms. 
Parks, Ms. Sukal, Mr. Haney, & Mr. Kelsch for working with our students to produce an 
amazing show. The students have two performances remaining, Friday, March 9th and 

Saturday, March 10th. Both shows start at 7:30 PM with the doors opening at 6:30. We have a ticket limit of 500 seats per show. 
Saturday’s show is nearing capacity with 400 pre-sale tickets already sold for that specific show.  

http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements
http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements


Spread the Word to End the Word– On Wednesday, March 8th, students and staff 
observed Spread the Word to End the Word by wearing their blue t-shirts. The day is 
designed to help us raise awareness about the hurtfulness of people using the R-word. In 
preparation of the day, the Partners PE class sold  neon blue t-shirts to help promote 
awareness of this serious issue. Besides promoting Spread the Word to End the Word, 
these shirts are special this year because it will represent three causes.  The shirts will 

also highlight the 8th grade ELA unit on diversity and tolerance,  and can be worn on Wednesdays in April to promote Autism 
Awareness month.   

Discover the fun of STEAM through  
hands-on activities for the whole family!  

Who: Kindergarten – 8th grade students and families  
What: This will be a fun-filled fair for the whole family! Experience new technologies 
incorporated in the classroom, science experiments/demonstrations, hands-on 
building/engineering activities, artwork displays, and much, much, more!! Snacks and 
beverages will be available for purchase. Shuttle service will also be available.  

When: March 20, 2018 - Doors will open at 6:30 PM 
Where: J.E. Harrison Middle School  

We invite you to attend this fun-filled family event. Please complete this survey, so 
we can prepare for your participation! https://goo.gl/forms/4Q792BGPZtPmwWp23  

Scholastic Book Fair:  The HMS PTSA is sponsored  a spring book 
fair from March 5th - 9th. The sale was on 
over whelming success as students from 
the ELA classes had an opportunity to 
select books from a variety of genres. 
Thank you to all the parent volunteers 
who helped to make the sale a success.  

Camp Soles On-line Permission Slip Information: Attention parents of 8th grade 
students who plan on attending the Camp Soles field trip, please click on the link provided 
to complete the permission slip for the trip by April 13, 2018. Please only fill out the 
permission slip if you are planning on attending the trip. Completion of the permission slip 
is not needed if your child is not attending.  Click to complete Online Form 
 

Camp Soles Information on a Google Classroom:  Parents of 8th grade students who 
will be attending the Camp Soles Field trip in May. A Google Classroom has been set up for 
the trip. It contains the information booklet, important dates and a link to the on-line 

permission slip. At a later date, the session, group, bus number and cabin assignments will be provided. You must use your son/
daughter Google account that the district has created for them. You cannot use your own Gmail account. Click on the waffle and 
select Classroom and click on the plus sign, it will then prompt you to put in a code.  The code is as follows d9h1nk. This will allow 
you access to all pertinent Camp Soles information. Click for more information on Camp Soles-YMCA webpage. 

https://goo.gl/forms/4Q792BGPZtPmwWp23
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenMo7g09DjoMHyivX8OV0zLnjQ4O9-2LV09yoRsFasoPXdkA/viewform
http://www.campsoles.org/


Hummingbird Robotics Projects:  The students in STEM for the 3rd nine weeks 
have completed their Hummingbird Robotics projects.  The students used the 
engineering design process to design and create their robots.  Once they had their 
plans completed they built their robots and incorporated two types of motors, at 
least two LED’s and a sensor.  Students then programmed their robot using Scratch 
to interact with users. Scratch enabled the students to bring their robots to “life” 
by adding audio, movement, sensing and lighting.  Please come and see the 
finished projects on March 20th during the Family STEAM Night.  

Students Take Part In Digital Citizenship Curriculum: Common 
Sense Education’s Digital Citizenship Curriculum empowers students to 
think critically, behave safely, and participate responsibly in our digital 
world. These 21st-century skills are essential for students to harness 
the full potential of technology and learning. During the course of the 
year, students in Mr. Wagner and Mrs. Short’s BCIT classes explore the 
various advantages and challenges that technology can impose 
whether at school or at home.  

NASA Rocks come to HMS: Students in Mr. Kaleta, Mrs. Thomas and Mrs Kronander’s 7th grade science classes just completed 
their Rocks and Minerals unit in class. As a tie-in to the unit, Mrs. Reynolds borrowed 
lunar and meteorite samples from the department of Astromaterials Research and Ex-
ploration Science (ARES) from NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston. The lunar sam-
ples that were sent contained rocks and soil samples that were gathered by astronauts 
on the Apollo 15, 16 and 17 missions to the moon. Students were able to compare rocks 
such as basalt and breccia found here on Earth with samples that were from the moon. 
Additionally, students viewed meteorite samples from meteorites that hit the Earth’s 
surface. One of the favorite samples was collected in 1836 and contained a sold piece of 
metal as opposed to rock. Students also enjoyed viewing the lunar soil simulant that was 
developed by NASA.  

Skype a Scientist comes to HMS: On March 1, students in 
Mrs. Reynolds’ and Mrs. Kronander’s science classes participated 
in the first ever Skype a Scientist at Harrison Middle School. Mrs. 
Reynolds connected with the program in the fall and received 
notification that she had been matched with a scientist in 
January. The original date had been set for February but had to 
be rescheduled due to a snow day. Students talked live through 
Google Hangout to David Levering, a paleo-geologist from the 
Sternberg Museum of Natural History in Kansas. Mr. Levering talked to the students about his career pathway and how he started 
as a geologist but ended up as a paleontologist. He talked to the students about his own struggles in school and how he learned to 
work hard to get where he wanted to go. He shared how geology is present in every single aspect of life and found a way to 
connect every example he shared with the students. He also answered questions from the students, such as his favorite bone he 
ever discovered and the biggest mineral or rock he ever found. The other fun fact about the event is that students got to 
experience the Google Hangout call through the new Padcaster video system that recently came to Harrison.  

Wind Turbine Project: 8th Grade Students have recently completed a Wind Turbine Project within their Building Better 
Systems Unit at J.E. Harrison Middle School. In this STEM Challenge, the goal for students was to design a wind turbine that is was 
able to produce the most amount of electricity (energy). The teams came up with a list of variables that may affect the amount of 
electricity produced and tested. Each person within the group was responsible for individually testing a least two variables for the 
overall group design. The team members then reported their data and then combined al information for the final design. This is 
just another way students are actively participating in hands on science at HMS.  



STUCO Goes to Workshop: On March 1 the Harrison Student Council traveled to 
Mount Lebanon High School where they participated in a day 
of leadership building workshops. The day started with Kent 
Julian, author of "Who Wants to be Normal Anyway?". He 
spoke to the body of students about taking ownership of your 
actions and turning your dreams into realities. From there they 
broke out into various sessions where they shared ideas and 
learned about other STUCO activities from districts around the 
area. The HMS kids plan on implementing these ideas!  

Group Strength and Balance: The students in Wellness have been working together to accomplish one 
common skill. Students use agility, flexibility and coordination to perform their movement task. While ex-
amining each movement stunt, students need to decide the best way to arrange each group member in 
order to correctly accomplish each task.  

Team Sports Hockey Champs: Congratulations to the Hockey Champs from Mr. Kealey's Team Sports classes. The second peri-
od champs are: Zander Aul, Chad Cochran, Jordan Brophy, Connor Davis, Josh Yurko, Nate Okwu and Aiden Exler. Pictured from 
fourth period A-day are: Alex Cindrich, Maleah Pacella, Dom Mancuso, Nate Stankitias and Olivia Macellaro. Pictured from fourth 
period B-day are: Matt Braunstein, Nick Petrilli, Dom Trimbur, Justin Mongelluzzo and Sandip Rai. Congratulations.  

Journalist Visits Harrison Middle School: On Friday, March 2, Ms. Anna Bikont visited and spoke with one hundred Harrison 
8th graders. Ms. Bikont is one of the leading journalists in Poland as is a winner of the European Book Award. Ms. Bikont spoke 
about her book The Crime and The Silence, which details the massacre of all 342 Jewish people in the town of Jedwabne, Poland 
during World War II. Ms. Bikont also spoke about her home country during the war and during the years that followed, as well as 
the current political climate in Poland and in Europe.  

Young Marines Graduation Ceremony: Congratulations are in 
order to the latest group of middle school students that have 
toughed it out through 16 weeks of rigorous physical and mental 
training in becoming a YOUNG MARINE. On the Thursday, March 
8th, students participated in a ceremony that marked the 
graduation Young Marine Boot Camp. Throughout boot camp the 
drill instructors have pushed students to achieve their very best. 
Learning close order drill, responding and solving problems under 
stressful conditions, team building activities, physically pushing 
their bodies to endure pain are just a few of their 
accomplishments. They have had CPR training, fire prevention 
training, and Navy SEAL training as well.  



HMS Girls Fastpitch Tryouts: Tryouts for Girls Fastpitch Softball will be held starting Monday, March 12 
through Wednesday, March 14 after school in the Harrison Middle School Gym from 3:20 – 5:00 p.m. 
Interested girls must be prepared to practice both indoor and outdoor according to the weather. All student 
athletes interested in trying out for the team must be in good academic standings and have a completed 
Baldwin Whitehall physical packet prior to the first tryout March 12. Physical packets are available to students 
at school and are also available on the Baldwin Whitehall District Website. Any 
questions, please contact Mrs. Wells or Mr. Squeglia. 

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS 
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and 
items through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” o fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY 
DONATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is 
simply meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!  
Click for more information. 
 

There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators 
in many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Chil-
dren and our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!  
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer. 

Teacher Grants for needed classroom items 

Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry 

Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism 

Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children 

Volunteerism for school functions and dances 
 

Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer 
opportunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the member-
ship fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn: 
Kelly Bischoff. 

 

"Empowering Learner Voice" - Mid-Atlantic Conference on Personalize Learning: During the last week of February, 
administers from the Baldwin-Whitehall School District attended the nationally recognized Mid-Atlantic Conference on 
Personalized Learning, which was held in Pittsburgh. The attendees were able to share ideas with other innovative educators while 
exploring next generation learning .  The district participants had access to over 120 dynamic and interactive sessions focused on 
personalized learning for K-12 students over two and a half days. As part of the conference both Harrison Middle School and 
Paynter Elementary School were selected to host a site visit, where they were able to showcase the innovative instructional 
strategies and activities that help personalize student learning while effectively incorporating new technologies in their 
instructional repertoire. As part of the conference, students from Baldwin High School, Michael Delehanty and Morgan Ott, 
participated in a panel discussion, while the Baldwinaires also performed for conference attendees.   

HMS Track Season Starts March 12th: All physical forms must me completed to participate. 
Practices run 3:20-5:00 PM. Ms. Setree will be holding  a parent meeting on March 12th in the gym at 
4:45 to review the expectations and how to access the calendar. Please email Ms. Setree with any 
questions at asetree@bwschools.net  

http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Nonfundraiser.pdf
http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Promotion.pdf
https://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/asetree@bwschools.net


 
 

Would you like to follow the HMS PTSA on our Facebook page?  
You may do so by following this link:https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732 

HMS PTSA Collecting Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education. 
Please send in your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the 
PTSA mailbox in the main office.  

Sarris Candy Spring Sale: The delivery date for the Sarris Candy Spring Sale is Tuesday, March 

13th and can be picked-up from 3:30 p.m to 7:00 p.m in teachers' lounge (room 129) or use 

outside entrance #4 (Left of the gym entrance. Please contact Katie Beardsley at 

katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com with any questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
mailto:katherine_beardsley@hotmail.com?subject=Sarris%20Candy%20Holiday%20Sale

