Multi-Cultural Fair: Sixth grade students, who had Social Studies this past nine weeks, researched an assigned country. They had
to gather information on their assigned country’s location, major landforms, climate, natural resources, economy, government,
everyday life and fun facts. They then used G-Suite to put together a Google slide presentation. They also created a travel
brochure, using Google Docs, to present to their classmates and parents. To enhance their overall experience, they also created a
3D model of something that directly related to their country and prepared a food item for their classmates and parents to sample.

Pi-Day 3.14 On March 14th, students of Harrison Middle School will take place in a Pi- Day celebration. With the help of the
PTSA and many parents volunteering time and food items, students will have the opportunity to experience activities associated
to Pi and of course eat pie!!





















April 17th-18th - PSSA - Math Testing
April 23rd - Make-Up work due for 3rd Nine Week’s Incomplete Grades
April 24th-25 - PSSA - Science Testing
May 1st—8th Gr/ BHS Band - Spring Concert @ BHS - 7:00 PM
May 4th - Early Dismissal - 12:00 PM
May 4th—HMS/BHS Jazz Night Spring Concert @ HMS - 7:00 PM
May 7th - Interims Posted on Skyward
May 7th - Kennywood Ticket Sales
May 7th - 8th Grade Chorus/HMS Strings Spring Concert @ HMS - 7:30 PM
May 8th - 6th & 7th Grade Chorus @ HMS—7:30 PM
May 10th - 8th Grade Academic Excellence - 7:00 PM
May 14th - 8th Grade Dance - 6:00-9:00 PM
May 15th - No School - Teacher In-Service
May 15th—18th—8th Grade History Trip
May 17th - 7th Grade Academic Excellence
May 17th-18th - Algebra Keystone Exams
May 21st - 6th/7th Grade Band Spring Concert @ BHS—7:00 PM
May 28th - No School—Memorial Day
May 31st - 6th Grade Academic Excellence

Click to Access the HMS
Daily Announcements

On the March 20, 2018 families from around the Baldwin-Whitehall School District came to visit Harrison
Middle School to discover the fun of STEAM through hands-on activities for the whole family. Teachers
from both the middle school and elementary schools prepared numerous activities for the parents of
elementary and middle school students. Participants were able to experience new technologies that are
incorporated in the classroom, science experiments/demonstrations, hands-on building/engineering
activities, artwork displays, and much, much, more!

HMS Students Compete in the Pittsburgh Regional SeaPerch Competition On Saturday March 17th, the luck of the Irish
was with Harrison Middle School as the students brought home the Team Spirit Award at the regional competition. SeaPerch is an
engineering competition where students create, build, and modify a remotely operated underwater vehicle (ROV) in order to
complete a series of tasks and challenges. Students had to guide their ROV through an obstacle course in the fastest time, as well
as complete the challenge of removing cubes, rings and keys from a platform and transferring them to another platform. Harrison
had six middle school teams competing this year, and two were selected to compete at the Regional Competition held at California
University of Pennsylvania. The team of Owen Petrucci, Grayson Brazill, Mike Pantelis and Brody Brazill came in 5th place overall.
The team of Alana Beerman, Ava Bell, Alyssa Holby, Rachel Kelly, Rachel Zgurich, Emily Fowler, Liz Green and Brooklyn Williams
finished 7th place overall. Twenty-one teams from the Pittsburgh area competed in the Regionals.

Fitness in Physical Education: What does it mean to be physically fit? By definition to be physically fit means to be in a state of
health and well-being. Physical fitness is defined as the body's ability to function efficiently and effectively in work and leisure
activities, to be healthy, to resist disease and to react to emergency situations. Our goal as Physical Educators is to promote
movement, break students from a stationary lifestyle, and to teach skills they can use throughout their lifetime. During our fitness
unit, students engaged in a full body high intensity interval workout. Students performed an exercise (squat long jumps, front raise
with a push-up, jumping jack presses, oblique twist, etc) for 1 minute. Each minute was followed up with active rest of 30 seconds
(line jumps, high knees, boxer shuffles, air jump rope, etc). We can not say enough as a department. Our students worked so hard
and went beyond our expectations. Thank you students for your 100% effort and positive attitude.

HMS Students compete at the Covestro Pittsburgh Regional Engineering and Science
Fair: On Friday, March 23, 2018 six Harrison Middle School students competed in the 79th
Covestro Pittsburgh Regional Science Fair that was held at Heinz Field and Carnegie Science
Center. The students spent the morning talking to category judges regarding their projects and
research and then spent the afternoon meeting with individual sponsors for a chance to win a
sponsorship award. Students competing this year were Kevin Hutchinson (6th), Timothy Book and
Ava Weidensall (7th), and Neveen Khalil, Noah Lewis, and Owen Petrucci (8th). The students had
a great experience and Kevin was fortunate enough to appear in the Post-Gazette as they were
there to record the experience. http://www.post-gazette.com/video/?v=5757376530001

Musica Marzo Madness: During the month of March, students in Mrs. Bianchi's
Spanish I and FLEX Spanish classes participated in Musica Marzo Madness with sixteen
Spanish songs. Each student was given a Musica
Marzo bracket to fill out, choosing winners for
each of the daily song battles. Each class would
then listen to the two Spanish songs, watch the
videos, learn about the artists, look at the lyrics,
figure out the meanings of the songs, and learn
lots of new Spanish words. Musica Marzo gave
students the opportunity to listen to different
genres of music in Spanish. Students have since
then requested to listen to songs that they really enjoyed and have also looked up other
songs by some of their favorite new music artists.

April Teen Center—Glow Out Dance: On Friday April, 6th, HMS students enjoyed a fun evening at the annual spring Glow Out
Dance. Besides dancing, students enjoyed racing their friends on the inflatable obstacle course. Thank you to the teen center
committee and PTSA volunteers, along with Ms. Fisher Ms. Williams for planning this Glowing event.

HMS School Safety Procedures: In conjunction with efforts from our local emergency
responders and the district’s ALICE team, BWSD Administrators organized both
community and student informational sessions
focusing on the ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform,
Counter, and Evacuate) model. Parents, students
and faculty members participated in an informational
session with Mr. Foote, BHS teacher and ALICE team member, to be knowledgeable and
prepared for how to react and respond to a situation with an intruder or threat at school.
Mr. Foote and the district team alter their presentation to be appropriate for an adult or
student audience. Each session began with HMS Administrators reviewing the established
safety procedures that are part of the students’ daily routine at school. Students and
parents had the opportunity to ask questions at the end of each session.

HMS Students Learn About Digital Citizenship: During the next few
weeks on designated days throughout the PSSA testing windows, HMS
students will participate in various lessons and activities
from Common Sense Media. These lessons are focused on developing
students' digital citizenship which will empower them to make safe,
smart and ethical decisions online.
Parents are encouraged to explore the Common Sense Media website
at www.commonsense.org/education.

HMS Student Makes It to the State Wrestling Tournament:
Congratulations to Andrew Sharp for taking 2nd at the Area VII
Wrestling Tournament and qualifying for States. Andrew represented
Baldwin Whitehall School District at the State Wrestling Tournament.
On March 22nd, the HMS wrestling team gave him a great send off and
wished him well. Congrats to Chris Cibrone and Owen Klodowski for
taking 3rd! Great job!

The Baldwin-Whitehall School District will be hosting a Community Town Hall Meeting:
The Opioid Epidemic on May 16th, 6:30–9:00pm at the Baldwin High School Auditorium.
BHS alumnus Jason Pinkston (class of '06), former offensive guard with the Cleveland Browns, will be emceeing the event, which
features Dr. Thomas Brophy as the Keynote Speaker, along with comments from community first-responders, the Drug
Enforcement Administration, and Alumni Brianna Stanick.
Dr. Tom Brophy is a physician with many ties to the local community. He is a graduate of Shaler Area High School and studied
neuroscience at the University of Pittsburgh. He did his medical residency at Allegheny General Hospital. Board-certified in
Addiction Medicine and Emergency Medicine, he lives locally in Hampton Township. Having grown up with a brother who struggled
with heroin addiction, he witnessed first-hand what addiction does to a family, and has always had a passion for fighting the stigma
and helping struggling addicts.
He and his wife currently own and operate an addiction treatment facility in Allison Park called Trinity Wellness Services. He has
also launched a non-profit organization called The Opiate Reform Initiative which is dedicated to educating the public and
empowering communities to fight the epidemic.His efforts with the nonprofit have resulted in more than 15 large-scale Opioid
Education Summits over the last year. He is also a regular contributor to KDKA (radio and TV), The Tribune Review, and is consulted
frequently by peers and colleagues on topics related to Opioid Addiction. He has received various honors and awards for this work,
including a proclamation award from Allegheny County. His knowledge of these topics combined with his skill in public speaking
has earned him praise from many leaders in both education and healthcare.
The devastation he sees in the ER is counterbalanced by the hope he helps to provide to families at his treatment facility. He and
his wife have 3 children and, as a local family, they are dedicated to making the world a better place, starting right here in our
home community. Free childcare is being offered for children ages 3–11 by high-school preschool and child-development students.

Eighth Grade History Trip Dates: The eighth grade US History Trip is quickly approaching! We will
be traveling from May 15 through May 18, and will visit Gettysburg, Antietam, and Harpers Ferry. The
total cost of the trip is $350.00, and the final payment is due as soon as possible. We will have a
meeting for all students who are attending the trip on Tuesday. April 17 from 3:15-4:00, and parent
meetings in the HMS Library on April 24 and May 2, from 6:30-8:00 pm. Parents are requested to
attend one of the meetings. We will be reviewing the trip itinerary, meeting the trip chaperones, and
discussing all the little details that make the trip possible. If anyone has any questions, please contact
Mr. Shaner at HMS!

Camp Soles Information on a Google Classroom: Parents of 8th grade students
who will be attending the Camp Soles Field trip in May. A Google Classroom has been set
up for the trip. It contains the information booklet, important dates and a link to the online permission slip. At a later date, the session, group, bus number and cabin
assignments will be provided. You must use your son/daughter Google account that the
district has created for them. You cannot use your own Gmail account. Click on the
waffle and select Classroom and click on the plus sign, it will then prompt you to put in a
code. The code is as follows d9h1nk. This will allow you access to all pertinent Camp
Soles information. Click for more information on Camp Soles-YMCA webpage.

Congratulations to our 3rd nine weeks Highlander Pride Award winners! The students below have exhibited honesty & respect in
and out of the classroom that is second to none! Congratulation to Ms. Bianchi for being recognized by her colleagues and
administration for her dependability to her students. Click to Access the Highlander Pride Video.

Demitria Cox, Chelsea Dowhy, Evelyn Esek,
Bijimungo Moise, Daniella Rigby &
Alyssa Thayer

Easton Fusco, Cole Hendrickson, Jacob
Manning, Aydan O'Malley, Samuel Petrovich
& Katherine Powell

Jaiden Fahrny, Julia Murray, Matthew Scott,
Austin (AJ) Swerbensky, Kayli Woods &
Brooke Zanone

Ms. Bianchi & Mr. Peebles

PMEA Jr High District Chorus: Four 8th grade students along with 2 freshman
attended PMEA Jr. High District Chorus on March 16 & 17 at Moon Area Middle
School. Students joined 120 others from neighboring school districts to rehearse and
perform a choral concert on Saturday. Harrison students who were chosen for this
prestigious event were Anthony Babeaux, Max Pratley, Abbey Stark and Dennis
Stanko. They were joined by freshman Starlett Sawchak and Lexi Zanotti.
Congratulations to all!

Six Grader Kicks His Way to Success! Cha Ryut!! (Korean for attention) Harrison six grader Steven
Senn will be representing C.S. Kim Karate in solo and team competitions July 25th-29th at the 2018
World Championships in Washington, DC. After being asked by two Masters at his Do Jang, or training
hall, to participate on this year’s team, Steven was placed on a team with two other students. He has
been studying Tang Soo Do, the traditional martial art of Korea, for 7 years and will take his EDan 2nd
Degree Black belt, awarded to him last month, along with him to the Chamiponships. You can find
Steven at his Do Jang, practicing 3-4 days per week after school. However, when preparing for a
competition or tournament, he puts in a few more hours on a Saturday to practice with his team. He
works on refining his forms (sets of defensive or aggressive moves that must be memorized), sparring,
board breaking, and working with various weapons in hopes of bringing home a Grand Champion trophy.
Senn has competed in several National and a World Championships and shares that he not only finds
karate fun but that it has increased his flexibility, self defense skills, and his confidence. Currently, along
with readying for the trip to our nation’s capital, Steven is studying for his next belt, the SamDan 3rd Degree Black Belt. Ultimately
he would like to attain a 10th Degree Master belt, like that of Master C.S. Kim. Sounds like he is on his way!

Student and Staff School Board Recognition: During the monthly Baldwin Whitehall School District pubic meeting in April
several HMS students and teachers were recognized for their talents, dedication, and achievements. The HMS Musical staff and
Keystone Innovators were recognized as Highlander Heroes. Congrats to Mr. Kelsch, Ms. Verno, Ms. Virgin, Ms. Hawk, Mr. London
and Ms. Parks! Recognized for Do the Right Thing Outstanding Students category were Jenna Fox, Jordan Williams, Nick Beck,
Shajit Pokwal and Alana McDade . They were nominated by Mrs. Laughlin for creating a positive video that exemplifies the HMS
school motto of Honor, Compassion and Strength! Click to watch the student created video. Amour Chol was nominated by Ms.
Leadbitter for always volunteering to help new students get acclimated to HMS. A special recognition to the Young Marines for
their recent graduation and participation in presenting the American Flag and leading the Pledge of Allegiance to open the
meeting. We are proud of our students and staff members for their extra efforts!

HMS Math & Encore Staff Presentations: During the past few weeks, the HMS Math and Encore departments have presented to
their colleagues during the regularly scheduled morning staff meetings. During each of the presentations teachers have showcased
the various activities and technologies used in the classroom, such as, Pi Day and activities/projects students complete as part of
the encore rotation. Teachers sharing their expertise helps to promote a collaborative environment which positively impacts the
academic performance and growth of their students.

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and
items through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” o fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY
DONATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is
simply meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!
Click for more information.
There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators
in many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer.
Teacher Grants for needed classroom items
Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry
Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism
Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children
Volunteerism for school functions and dances

Would you like to follow the HMS PTSA on our Facebook page?
You may do so by following this link:https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732
HMS PTSA Collecting Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education.
Please send in your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the
PTSA mailbox in the main office.

