
 HMS Picture Day - September 13th & 14th 

 HMS Fall Fundraiser Kick-off - September 18th 

 7th & 8th Grade Curriculum Night - September 19th - 6:30-8:30 PM 

 7th Grade Science Field Trip to Wingfield Pines - September 19th - 22nd 

Welcome Back HMS Students  On August 29, 2017, excitement filled the air as both the Harrison Middle School and members 
of Central Administration, along with Officer Dave, the school resource officer, welcomed students back from their summer break. 
It was great to see all of those smiling faces entering the building.  HMS staff is looking forward to another great school year 
celebrating the talents and accomplishments of our students and staff.  Welcome Back!  We are off to a terrific start!  

6th Grade Bingo - In the afternoon of Friday, September 8th, the HMS 6th grade class participated in a fun Bingo activity, 

which was sponsored by the HMS PTSA. This activity is designed as a fun way to welcome the new students to Harrison, while also 
providing students from Paynter and Whitehall Elementary Schools, along with students new to the district, an opportunity to get 
to know one another. During the activity, Mr. Peebles, the voice of 6th grade Bingo, called numbers as the students eagerly waited 
to hear them. Thanks to the HMS PTSA students were able to win some awesome prizes. Thank you again to the parents who 
volunteered to make the activity a great success.  The students had lots of fun!  B-I-N-G-O! 



HMS Picture Days - HMS School Pictures are scheduled for Wednesday, September 13th & Thursday, September 14th.   

Pictures will be taken during the students' regularly scheduled physical education classes.  All "A-Day" students will have their 
picture taken on Wednesday, and all "B-Day" students will have their picture taken on Thursday.  If your child does not have a 
physical education class, his/her picture will be taken during 5th period on Thursday, September 14th.  Have a great weekend.   

Classroom Icebreakers: In Mrs. Baughman's Social Studies classes student took part in a game of Jenga. Each super sized 

piece of wood contained a question on the bottom that the students had to answer after they successfully removed their selected 
block from the tower. This activity was used to help the students along with their teacher get to know each other.  

7th Grade Field Trip to Wingfield Pines - From September 19th to September 22nd 7th grade 

students will be traveling with their science classmates to Wingfield Pines to collect a variety of scientific 
data from the field. For those of you unfamiliar, Wingfield Pines is located in Upper St Clair adjacent to 
Boyce-Mayview Park.  Allegheny Land Trust owns and maintains the site.  (http://
www.alleghenylandtrust.org/properties/wingfield/overview/)  For our trip, this is the culmination of our 
Nature of Science Unit.  Students have been learning about different types of data, as well as, how to 
collect, measure and interpret that data. They will visit three of the ponds at the sites and make obser-

vations, run water tests, and collect data. We will also view micro and macro invertebrates in the water and will finish the after-
noon geocaching the two earth caches on site. Lunch will be at the pavilion at Boyce-Mayview Park where restrooms will be locat-
ed as well. Students completed a lunch form indicating whether they needed a school-provided lunch or they will pack. Students 
are to dress appropriately based upon the weather conditions, and they are reminded to wear tennis shoes or boots that can get 
dirty.  Please reference the Parent Letter sent home by the students’ science teachers for additional information.   

Mathematics Department Highlights  
Welcome back to school! What an exciting year 
it has already been. Students have been 
engaging in some very exciting activities 
throughout the math department. The sixth 
grade students kicked off math this year by 
choosing five numbers that were meaningful to 
them and explaining why. Math 7 students 
completed a get to know you activity exploring 
their life in numbers and a team building 
Marshmallow Challenge activity. Math 8 
students are already on their way to graphing 
their names in pie charts! Finally, Geometry 
students completed the teambuilding 
Marshmallow Challenge along with a Dart 
throwing and Corn Hole activity to lead a 
discussion on precision and accuracy. As a 
department, we are so excited and the year 
has just begun! We have many activities 
planned for this year within our classrooms, as 
well as, Pi-day in March! Who doesn’t love 
PIE!!!  

Math 7:  Marshmallow Challenge  

Geometry Precision & 
Accuracy Activity  

8th Grade- Math 8: Graphing 
Ourselves into Pie Charts    

6th Grade: By the Numbers Activity  

http://www.alleghenylandtrust.org/properties/wingfield/overview/
http://www.alleghenylandtrust.org/properties/wingfield/overview/


Chorus Karaoke - The 6th, 7th and 8th grade 

chorus classes kicked off the start of the school 
year with a karaoke contest. Each student picked 
their favorite song to sing and chose either to 
sing with a group or solo.  

Sixth Grade and New Student Orientation and Curriculum Night 
On Wednesday, August 23rd hundreds of new families and students attended Sixth Grade and New Student Orientation and 
Curriculum Night.  Parents and students attended an informational session in the auditorium where they were introduced to 
school counselors, nurse, social worker, department chairpersons, and administrators.  In addition to the informational session, 
students and their family members had the opportunity to tour the school and meet their 6th grade teachers.  Students’ 
schedules were distributed along with a map of the building.  Families had the opportunity not only to visit the classrooms and 
meet the teachers, but also to explore common areas, such as the library, IKS Highlander, Mission Ops, cafeteria, and gymnasium.  
Special thanks to the HMS PTSA for hosting a table and encouraging new parents/guardians to get involved.  This event was well-
attended and enjoyed by all.  What a great kick-off to the 2017-18 school year!  HMS Administration and staff are hopeful that we 
will host just as many families at the upcoming  Curriculum Night for 7th and 8th graders on September 19th.  

BWSD Eclipse Viewing Party: On August 21, 2017 all eyes were to the sky as Baldwin-Whitehall hosted a Great American 

Solar Eclipse viewing party at Whitehall Elementary. Students and parents who registered, attended eclipse-themed activities in the 
Whitehall gym. They created solar viewers, paper-plate protectors, and pin-hole cameras.  They also learned what causes a total 
solar eclipse and listened to great eclipse-themed music while they worked at their stations. At 2:05pm, everyone headed outside 
to watch as the eclipse had already begun. Though Pittsburgh only had an 81% partial solar eclipse, everyone noticed how the skies 
darkened and the temperature dropped at the peak time.  It was a great event, and there is already discussion for a plan for the 
next total solar eclipse that takes place on Monday April 8, 2024. Pittsburgh will experience 97% totality so it will be a great 
day.  Mark your calendars now!  Special thanks to Ms. Neil and Mr. Tietz from BHS and Ms. Gazzam, Ms. McNally, Mrs. Fisher and 
Mrs. Reynolds from HMS for helping with the event. Additionally, Mrs. Reynolds is collecting used solar eclipse glasses that will be 
sent to Astronomers without Borders.  This organization will be sending these glasses to students in South America who will have a 
total solar eclipse next year.  Please send in your glasses to the main office if you have any.  



Follow HMS PTSA on Facebook at Harrison Middle School PTSA 
 

The HMS Girls' Soccer team showed remarkable character and determination during their game on Friday, September 8th 

against Canon Mac Blue. Despite playing well during the first half, the girls found themselves down 3-0 at the end of the first half 
as the Big Macs made the most of every scoring opportunity they had. The girls knew however, at half time, that they were playing 
well, and if they kept it up then anything could happen if they kept at it and didn't give up. Well folks, that anything DID happen.  
 

The Highlanders came out flying in the second half, and Canon Mac seemingly had no idea what hit them. Morgan Woods opened 
the scoring in the second half for the Highlanders by scorching a kick past the Canon Mac goalkeeper. Lizzy Deiley, more known for 
her defense than offense, surprised everyone with a perfectly placed kick a minute later that made it over the head of a now 
confused Canon Mac goalkeeper. With all the momentum on their side, it didn't take long for the girls to strike again as Jaidan 
Fahrny knocked the ball out of mid air with a backwards rainbow kick to tie the score at 3-3. Just 2 minutes later, Olivia Seiler 
netted her second goal of the season to put the Highlanders in the lead 4-3 with 8 minutes to go. Canon Mac, however, did not 
give up. They were able to tie the game 4-4 with 4 minutes left to go and nearly won the game with under two minutes to go with 
a wide open scoring opportunity. Harrison goalkeeper Adriana Grande, had other ideas though and made a miraculous save to 
keep the game tied at 4-4. The save gave the girls an extra boost as with 30 second left Megan Leary put the ball in the back of the 
net off a feed from Natalee Hails to get her third goal of the year, and by far the most important goal of her middle school soccer 
career thus far. The goal sealed a 5-4 victory for the HMS soccer who have now improved their record to 3-1.  
 

The girls will look to continue their winning ways as they take on Chartiers Valley on Monday, September 11th at 4:00 p.m at 
Chartiers Valley Intermediate School Fields.  

Yearbook Club: Any 6th, 7th or 8th grade students interested in taking pictures, 

designing the yearbook, and helping to organize the yearbook sale should attend 

the first HMS Yearbook Club meeting next Tuesday, September 12th after school in 

room 203 until 4:15. Please see Mrs. Bianchi in Room 203 with any questions.  

HMS Staff Prepares for 2017-18 School Year by participating in several 

days of professional development sessions focusing on analysis of student 

achievement data, mindful practices, restorative discipline, and Google 

Suite.  Teachers worked diligently to create plans in their content areas as 

a result of student achievement data to better serve and challenge their 

students in the classroom.   


