
 September 23rd –HMS Lego/Robotics Club Starts - 3:20—5:00 PM—HMS Library 
 September 23rd –HMS Yearbook Club Starts - 3:20—4:00 PM—Rm 203 
 September 25th - Spirit Wear Orders Due - Drop off in HMS Main Office 
 September 27th - HMS School Fund Raiser Kick-Off Assembly 
 October 1st - 2nd - Student Health Screenings 
 October 8th - Veteran’s Breakfast Club 
 October 14th - No School - Professional Development 
 October 14th - HMS Fall Fundraiser Order Forms Due—Drop off in Main Office 
 October 18th - HMS Picture Make-up Day 
 October 18th - HMS Halloween Costume Party - 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 October 21st-25th - Red Ribbon Week 
 October 31st - End of the 1st Nine Weeks 

Click to Access the HMS 

Daily Announcements 

Welcome Back HMS Students  On September 3, 2019, excitement filled the air as both the Harrison Middle School staff and 
members of Central Administration, along with Officer Dave, the school resource officer, welcomed students back from their 
summer break. It was great to see all of those smiling faces entering the building.  HMS staff is looking forward to another great 
school year celebrating the talents and accomplishments of our students and staff.  Welcome Back!  We are off to a terrific start!  

6th Grade Bingo - During the afternoon of Friday, September 13th, the HMS 6th grade 

class participated in a fun Bingo activity, which was sponsored by the HMS PTSA. This activity 
is designed as a fun way to welcome the new students to Harrison, while also providing 
students from Paynter and Whitehall Elementary Schools, along with students new to the 
district, an opportunity to get to know one another. During the activity, Mr. Ross and Mr. 

Reffert were the voices of 6th grade Bingo, called numbers as the students eagerly waited to hear them. Thanks to the HMS PTSA, 
students were able to win some awesome prizes. Thank you again to the parents who volunteered to make the activity a great 
success.  The students had lots of fun!  B-I-N-G-O! 

http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements
http://www.bwschools.net/harrison-middle-school/about-us/announcements


2019-20 Cover Design Contest Winner: The HMS yearbook 
staff would like to congratulate Shea Ferrari on winning the 
2019-2020 agenda cover contest. Shea’s creativity and school 
spirit enabled her to design an eye-catching cover that truly 
demonstrates the spirit of J.E. Harrison Middle School. As part 
of the recognition, Shea will receive a gift certificate to a store 
of her choice. Shea will also be recognized for designing the 
cover by having her name on the first page of the agenda. 
Congratulations again on a job well done!  

Friends of Rachel Club:  
Special thanks to the Friends 
of Rachel (FOR) student 
group and Mrs. Wells, Ms. Carlson,  Mrs. Johnson, and Ms. Williams 
for decorating the lockers and bulletin boards to welcome our 6th 
graders!! Students were greeted by staff and central office personnel.   

The HMS students and staff will take a timeout from math equations, 
science experiments and writing prompts to participate in Common 
Sense Media lessons. Over the next three months, the students at 
Harrison Middle School will participate in a school wide program 
designed to help students interact safely and responsibly in the 
expanding world of technology. Each grade level participated in three 
lessons that focused on numerous topics that ranged from effective 
search techniques to finding credible resources to safely navigate 
cyber space. 
 

Common Sense Education's Digital Citizenship Curriculum empowers students to think critically, behave safely, and participate 
responsibly in our digital world. These 21st-century skills are essential for students to harness the full potential of technology and 
learning. 
 

Throughout the course of this school year, students will continue to participate in this training, as Mr. Wagner's and Mrs. Short's 
BCIT classes will explore the various advantages and challenges that technology can impose whether at school or at home. Each 
grade level will complete a series of lessons during scheduled activity periods and in their respective BCIT classroom. In all, each 
student will complete a over fifteen lessons over three years at HMS. 
 

As we keep up with the ongoing changes in technology, it is our hope to continue to educate not only students, but parents too, 
so that all of our students can have positive online experiences. 
 

HMS students completed their first lesson in Common Sense Media on Tuesday, September 17th during the Activity period. 
 

6th grade - Don't Feed the Phish - Click to Download the Coordinating Family Tip Sheet 
7th grade - My Media Use/A Personal Challenge - Click to Download the Coordinating Family Tip Sheet 

8th grade - Being Aware of What You Share - Click to Download the Coordinating Family Tip Sheet 
 

As an additional resource, parents are encouraged to visit the Common Sense Media website to explore additional resources 
designed for parent/guardians. 

Students Honored by Baldwin Historical Society: Two Harrison Middle School 
students were honored by the Baldwin Historical Society for their essays on the 
decline of school population. Mr. Anthony Barbano's invited his class to participate in 
the contest. Two students from Mr. Barbano's class took top honors: Jude Fosmire 
won first place and Chelsey Dowhy placed second. The winners were selected from 
over 100 entrants. Read more in the Trib's coverage.  

https://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/common-sense/Family-Tips-9-17-19-Print-Gr6.pdf
https://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/common-sense/Grade_7_Family-Tips-9-17-19-Print-Gr7.pdf
https://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/common-sense/Grade_8_Family-Tips-9-17-19-Print.pdf
https://www.commonsense.org/education/
https://triblive.com/local/south-hills/baldwin-historical-society-honors-students/


Reviewing Expectations with Students: During the 1st week of school, Mrs. Salopek, Mr. Peebles & Mr. Ross met with each 
of the grade levels to review the expectations with the students. During the meeting, the principals discussed various topics 
from behavior expectations to properly using Chromebooks as an educational tool. During the session, Ms . Piotrowski 
discussed expectations from the nurse’s office, while Ms. Williams discussed attendance expectations. Ms. Salopek also took 
the opportunity to introduce the Director of Safety, Mr. Coddington to all the students.  

Harrison to Receive a Learning Garden through Grow Pittsburgh:  
Through the generosity of Grow Pittsburgh and Big Green, Harrison Middle 
School has been selected to receive a Learning Garden, and the design and 
planning process is underway. The Learning Garden will serve as an outdoor 
classroom for students. Grow Pittsburgh and Big Green will provide HMS with a 
design, site-prep, construction, planters, seating, soil, in-bed irrigation, storage, 

and personnel to support and guide the school through the process. After the installation, the ongoing success of the Learning 
Garden will be taken on by the school community (with basic support from Grow Pittsburgh staff). Harrison will also be assigned a 
Garden Educator, who will be assisting the school with organizing a Kick-Off Day and incorporating the Learning Garden into the 
school culture. Click Here to learn more about the initiative.  

Harrison Students Visit Tree of Life:   Five current BHS students officially ended 
their time at Harrison two weeks later than their peers this summer. On June 17, 
the five freshmen, Ava Bell, Cadence Morton, Sara Scheeser, Eva Semieraro, and 
Grace Spozarski, visited the Tree of Life Synagogue and met with representatives 
of the Tree of Life, Dor Hadash, and New Light Congregations. The meeting, which 
was the topic of an article in the June 19 Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle, was the 
culminating event in a year-long project, spearheaded by the young ladies, to 
honor the victims of the Tree of Life tragedy. They brought with them a four-foot 
banner with a picture of the much larger Tree of Life 
installation that they had created. That installation 
currently resides in the Harrison Auditorium, but is 
slated to be moved into the rebuilt Tree of Life building 
when it is completed. On Friday, September 13, the 

members of the congregations unveiled the artwork that now hangs on the fences around their 
building, replacing the tarps that have covered the scene of the tragedy. The five freshmen’s work was 
there alongside work from other Pittsburgh area schools, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida, and as far away as New Zealand, proudly representing Harrison’s commitment to 
standing up against hate.  

6th Grade / 7th & 8th Grade Curriculum Nights:   Thank you to all the parents that came out for either the 6th Grade Curric-
ulum Night before school started and/or the 7th & 8th Grade Curriculum Night, which occurred on September 12th. The HMS 
administration, along with the nurse, guidance counselors, social worker and teachers shared a wealth of information designed to 
help parents  support their children through middle school.  We look forward to another outstanding year at Harrison Middle 
School.  

https://www.growpittsburgh.org/garden-and-farm-resources/school-gardens/learning-garden-program/


New Grab & Go Breakfast Program:  Harrison Middle School was awarded a breakfast 
grant from the PA Department of Education to expand the breakfast program in the 2019-
2020 school year. Trending in school districts across the nation is the Grab & Go Breakfast 
Program at the secondary grade levels. The concept is simple. Grab a breakfast bag and 
head to class. Students are offered: Choice of Whole Grain Entree, Fresh Fruit, 100% Fruit 
Juice and Choice of 1% Unflavored Milk or Unflavored Fat-Free Milk. At Harrison Middle 
School, the most popular meal chosen is the fruit juice and entree. Students enter their 
meal account PIN # at the register and then head to class to start their day fueled with 
energy to learn. Superintendent, Dr. Randal A. Lutz, attended a seminar on the importance 
of breakfast where he learned that our district was only reaching 12% of our students at the 
breakfast meal. He requested that we come together and develop a plan of action to make breakfast more accessible to our 
students. In prior years, the restraints of bus schedules and time restraints for breakfast in the cafeteria caused many of the 
students to go without a breakfast in the morning. The new Grab & Go Breakfast Program gives all students the opportunity to 
have a healthy breakfast to start their school day ready to learn.  

Create Music with Fruit:   Mrs. Fisher's class visited Mrs. Short to 
experiment and learn how to create a circuit. Each student 
connected a Makey Makey to their Chromebook and created a code 
using Scratch to see if certain materials were conductive or not. If 
our material was conductive and we completed the circuit our 
chromebook would play a note. By the end of class students 
learned with a little code and a Makey Makey they could create 
music with everyday materials such as play doh, fruit and water!  

Spanish I Passport Days:  Mrs. Bianchi's and Mrs. Chessman's Spanish I 
classes packed their bags and traveled to 15 different Spanish speaking 
countries throughout their classroom during passport days. Students 
researched the country, capital, population, flag, map, geography, weather, 
economy, food, sports, famous people, and 
interesting facts. Each group created a slide 
show highlighting the country and shared a 

cultural experience with their classmates; folktales, song & dance or food/drink.  

Emociones Emojis: Mrs. Bianchi's 7th grade FLEX Spanish classes created their own "Emociones 
Emoji" wall while learning "¿Cómo estás?" - "How are you?" in Spanish. Each student designed an 
emoji and then practiced how to say that new emotion in Spanish.  

Social Studies Curriculum Makeover The Social Studies department 
has undergone a makeover this summer. The K-12 team has collaborated 
and worked all summer on introducing a brand new curriculum to the 
student population. Students will have access to many interactive 

features on the McGraw Hill ConnectED platform. Students will work with a database of hundreds of primary sources, practice 
higher-level thinking skills by completing inquiry journals, and dive into Learn Smart; an adaptive artificial intelligence textbook that 
improves student engagement, grades, and retention. This technology was mastered at the collegiate level and will further develop 
the career readiness and growth mindset of HMS students. HMS is excited to continue to grow and dare to learn in Social Studies!  

The Updated HMS Fitness Center:   Starting during the 18-19 school year, the HMS 
physical education department developed a plan to update HMS Fitness Center into a 
vibrant and effective work out facility for our students. The team of teachers researched 
and ordered new fitness equipment to compliment the existing machinery. The team also 
painted the room, along with posting motivational words to help inspire our students.  

The physical education teachers are looking forward to their students taking full advantage of this room, working to help them 
develop and maintain life-long habits of staying physically fit.  



Career Education at HMS:  All HMS students will be participating in Career based activities during 
the 2019-2020 school year. School Counselors, Ms. Leadbitter and Ms. Niggel, will be conducting Ca-
reer lessons during the students' Unified Arts BCIT/Media Apps Rotation each nine weeks. For those 
students who are not taking the Unified Arts classes, sessions will be offered so that all students will be 
able to fulfill the State requirements for Career Education. October 8, 15, and 22 will be the dates for 
the first quarter. On October 8, the 8th grade students will complete the Career Cruising activity, 
"Matchmaker". On October 15, all 7th grade students will participate in the Career Cruising activity, 
"Learning Styles," and on October 22, all 6th grade students will complete the "Experiences and Inter-

ests" activity. Each student has (or will be creating) a Career Portfolio in his/her Google drive where all Career activities are saved. 
When students move onto the high school, they will have accumulated the State requirement of six Career artifacts.  

Girls on the Run: Any female students in grades 6-8 interested in 

participating in Heart & Sole, group practice will be held on Tuesdays, & 
Thursdays from 6:00-7:30 PM in the Harrison Middle School Cafeteria.  

Students should register online at:  www.gotrmagee.org. 

Your Invited to Join the HMS Lego/Robotics Club 
Any students interested in joining the LEGO League/Robotics Club should plan on 

attending meetings on Mondays and Wednesdays directly after school until 5:00 p.m 
beginning on September 23rd in the HMS Library.   

Students are to be picked up by a parent or guardian promptly at 5:00 p.m.   
 This Year is Expected to be an Exciting and Educational Season! 

History Bowl: Are you interested in History and like working with a 

team? Then, the HMS History Bowl team needs you! On October 24th, we'll 
take 4 teams to the Heinz History Center to challenge your knowledge of 

Pittsburgh and its history.  
See Miss Parks in room 247 for an application! Don't miss out! 

Health Screenings 
Tuesday, October 1st  & Wednesday, October 2nd 

 
Nurses from Jefferson Hospital, Allegheny Health Network, will be visiting HMS & conducting 
health screenings with Nurse P. Each student will have their height, weight, BMI, and far and 
near vision assessed during their physical education classes on one of these days. In addition, 
hearing screening will be done with the seventh grade students. 
 
Screenings will be scheduled through the physical education classes. Students who do not have 
a Physical Education class, will be called for sometime during one of these dates.  
 
Any students who do not pass the vision or hearing screenings will be given a referral letter to take home to their parent or guardi-
an. Scheduling a visit to an MD or OD for further evaluation is the next step.  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR EYEGLASSES TO SCHOOL BOTH DAYS 

http://www.gotrmagee.org


Cross Country:  The 2019 Harrison co-ed 

cross country season is off to an awesome 
start! Cross-country is an individual and team 
sport; runners are judged on individual times 
and teams by a points-scoring method. Cross 
country not only requires incredible 
individual efforts, but a strong effort as a 
team. Mackenzie Hirt took third place at the 
Gateway Invitational on Saturday, August 
31st. The athletes are training hard and look 
forward to a great season ahead!  

Fall Sports Yearbook Photos Needed:  The HMS yearbook staff is looking for 
action shots of the following fall sports teams; boys' and girls' soccer, football, 
swimming, volleyball, cheer and cross country. Photos can be emailed to hbian-
chi@bwschools.net or photos can be uploaded directly to the yearbook website 
from your phone by downloading the Yearbook Snap APP. The code to upload 
photos from the APP is "hms". Thank you!  

Christmas Cafe In December, the music department will be hosting a Christmas Cafe in the library 
where they will be selling hot chocolate and some goodies and providing some live music. More details 
to come soon!  



The HMS PTSA relies on parent involvement and support! 
Please consider joining the the PTSA. Member cost is $6. You must be a PTSA member to chair a committee and to volunteer. The 
HMS Book Fair will be held November 18-22, 2019. The students will shop the 19th (6th), the 20th (7th) and the 21st (8th). Make 
up day for all students will be the 22nd. We will be asking for parents, as well as BHS students, to volunteer. Please consider 
helping out with the book fair. The PTSA continues the elementary school box tops submissions. You can continue to send to 
school and also download the box tops app. Earn money for the PTSA 
by simply scanning your receipts. The PTSA also has a non-fundraiser 
fundraiser- please consider making a one time donation in place of 
selling or buying from our fundraisers.  

Follow HMS PTSA on Facebook?  
You may do so by following this link:https://

www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732 

HMS PTSA Collecting Box Tops: The HMS PTSA is collecting Box Tops for Education. Please send in 
your box tops in an envelop or sandwich bag, and place them in the PTSA mailbox in the main office.  

HMS PTSA Fall Spirit Wear Sale 
Sale runs: 8/28/19 to 9/25/19 

Go to HMS “School News” at www.bwschools.net 
All orders with payment should be sent to: Harrison Middle School office in an 

envelope marked "PTSA T-Shirt Sale" 
No cash - Check or Money Order made out to Harrison PTSA 

THE HARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA “NONFUNDRAISER!”: We are presenting this fundraiser as an option for our HMS 
parents, staff and friends to have another way to support the PTSA without having to buy, sell, or deliver various goods and items 
through traditional fundraising! You can “opt out” of fundraising and still support our children with your simple MONETARY 
DONATION! (Of course, this does not mean you will not see the occasional fundraiser still sent home from time to time. This is 
simply meant to be a great “alternative” way to support if you choose. Thank you in advance for your generous support!  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/

