
6th, 7th & 8th Grade Academic Honor Awards  Ceremony:  Over the course of three nights, Harrison Middle Schools 
students were honored for the academic accomplishments. Students who earned a 3.0 GPA and higher were recognized for 
making the Honors (3.0-3.49), High Honors (3.5 –3.99) and Highest Honors (4.0). The ceremony was highlighted by The Keystone  
Young Marines presenting the flag, each grade-level chorus singing the National Anthem and a musical selection from their Spring 
Concerts, a year review highlights video, along with speeches from selected students, administrators and our honored guest, Dr. 
Lutz, Superintendent of Schools. Click to watch the 18-19 HMS Highlights Video. Congrats to our students and their families! 

8th Grade Dance: On May  20th, the 8th graders celebrated the end of their time at Harrison Middle School. The 8th graders 
started the evening by enjoying dinner and deserts and they danced the rest of evening to music spun by the DJ, Steve Maffie Jr. 
Student were able to take some memories with them, as they were able to take pictures with their friends in two photo booths. 
A special thanks to the HMS PTSA , Ms. Fisher & Mr. Gigliotti for making it a memorable night for all!.  

8th Grade History Trip: From May 21st to May 25th, Harrison Middle School 8th graders traveled back in time to the colonial 
time period. The students traveled to Colonial Williamsburg, Monticello, Yorktown, along with Jamestown and were able to see 
where history was made over two hundred and fifty years ago. Students were able to experience first hand what it was like to live  
back then, and how different life was back then compared to today.  The trip directly correlates with the content in social studies.   
Special thanks to Ms. Bilbie, Mr. Barbano, Mr. Shaner, Mrs. Fisher, and other chaperones for organizing this trip.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N1H6qYCKn-J2MeybSJEoTSAaydgqKWYp/view


Project-Based Learning: 6-8th grade gifted students volunteered to research activities that would be beneficial to the students 
at McAnnulty, and especially activities that would coincide with the resources in the Sensory Room. The designs were created on 
Adobe Illustrator and Google Drawings by teams of HMS gifted students under the direction of Ms. Parks and Ms. McNally. Dr. 
Peretin, Mr. Green, and Mr. Durica, assisted in printing the students' designs on vinyl. On June 3rd,  Dr. Peretin's tech team 
assisted the students in learning how to apply the vinyl onto the wall and the hallway floor outside of the Sensory Room. Although 
with building construction happening and maintenance over the summer, some of the floor designs won't be technically finished 
until the fall, the students were able to see what the final product will be like. The HMS gifted students are very excited for the 
McAnnulty students to be able to use this creative resource. They enjoyed "leaving their mark" on the district.   

Geologic Time Periods:  7th grade students in Ms. Kronander’s class researched geologic time periods and had the option of how 
to present their information to their classmates. Their creativity was impressive and deserves to be recognized!!  

Compliments Project: Over the course of the nine weeks, Ms. Carlson's 8th grade 
Wellness class tackled the topic of positive body image and self-esteem. Students created 
vision boards getting them thinking about what their dreams and desires are as they move 
forward to high school. The vision boards are used as a daily reminder and motivation to 
reach their goals! Students are also taking part in the "Compliments Project". During the 
first five minutes of each class, a student is picked to sit in the “Hot Seat”. While sitting in 
the hot seat that student has their back to the chalkboard as the other students in class go 
to the board and write thoughtful, kind, and sincere comments about their classmate. The student in the 

"Hot Seat" then gets to see what is on the board, these students have completely embraced the project, connecting with one 
another on a deeper level and being able to look for something positive in every person. . 

Camp Soles:  8th Grade students were able to experience the great outdoors as two groups of students visited Camp Soles over 
two sessions, a YMCA Camp in the Laurel Mountains. While there, students tested themselves by completing an obstacle course, 
along with a variety of outdoor activities, such as fly fishing, boating, archery , climbing wall, and zip line.  Students enjoyed out 
door free time by playing beach volleyball, gaga ball, basketball, kickball, slip & slide and  relaxing with their friends. A special to 
our parent volunteers, nurses and our teachers who took time away from their families to make this a memorable and valuable 
experience. Special thanks to Mr. Kealey, Mr. Cherico, Mr. Gigliotti, Mrs. Fisher and staff for planning this experience.  



Students and Staff Serve the Community through Second-Annual Day of Caring:  On Friday, May 3rd, The Baldwin-
Whitehall School District hosted its second-annual Day of Caring. Dozens of students and staff donated their time by helping with 
projects at over 100 sites in the area. Dr. Randal Lutz, Superintendent of the Baldwin-Whitehall School District, shared, "I am eter-
nally grateful for all the support we receive from our community in the effort to provide a quality education for all students. I de-
signed this program last year as a way to allow our staff to say 'thank you' for that level of support and commitment." Below are a 
few pictures of HMS staff and students at their various sites.  

Students Act as CDC Epidemiologists:  Early this year, Ms. 
Kronander and Ms. Donoghue participated professional 
development sponsored by the CDC. During the two day training, 
Ms. Kronander & Ms. Donoghue learned about various ways to 
make science come alive in the classroom. The teachers had the 
students participate in a simulation where students had to 
collaborate to find the culprit that sickened the teachers at 
Harrison MS faculty picnic. Students were working diligently as 
CDC epidemiologists to find the culprit.  

6th Grade Multicultural Fair:  The current 6th grade Social Studies classes are wrapped up in their country research projects. 
The students worked in small groups to research a particular country and then use various technology components: Google Slides 
to create a presentation, Google Docs to create a travel brochure and recipe card and Vocaroo to create a QR Code recording 
facts about their 3D models. On Monday, June 3 parents were invited to view the final projects in the library.  

Lowe’s Toolbox for Education:   Through the efforts of Ms. Reynolds, Harrison Middle School recently was awarded a grant 
from Lowe’s Small Toolbox for Education.  The grant enabled Harrison Middle School purchase new flexible seating for the 
library. The new tables and chairs can be reconfigured into a number of different shapes and sizes and is designed to help 
facilitates collaborative learning. The program is funded by the Lowe’s Charitable 
and Educational Foundation, which has supported thousands of grassroots 
community and school projects in the communities where Lowe’s does 
business.  Lowe's has a proud history of supporting the communities they serve, and 
they are dedicated to continuing that philanthropy.  



Achieve 3000: Read To Succeed 2 Contest:  Mrs. Laughlin, Mrs. 
Bartolomucci, and Ms. Naple's ELA 8 class won the Achieve 3000 “Read to 
Succeed 2 Contest!” From all of the classes at HMS who participated in the 
contest, our class earned the most points per student. The Achieve 3000 
Team rewarded us with a gift card to spend on a celebration of our choice. 
We will be celebrating during lunch on Tuesday, May 7th by spending a $25 
coupon for Domino’s Pizza. Congratulations!  

¿Dónde están los huevos?: Mrs. Bianchi's Spanish I students have been learning how to conjugate verbs and use adjectives and 
possessive adjectives in Spanish. To practice creating sentences and using words correctly, the students went on an egg hunt in 
class. Each group was given a set of 10 clues written with directions in Spanish of where to find the eggs. After all of the eggs were 
discovered, the students cracked the eggs open and began unscrambling the Spanish words inside. Each egg created a Spanish sen-
tences using ER & IR verbs, adjectives, and new vocabulary related to spring.  

100 PACERS! : Twice a year, HMS 6th and 7th grade students participate in a Last Person Standing 
Fitness Gram Pacer Test. Students are encouraged to run as many pacers as possible; showing 
improvement from previous scores. The PACER Test, or Progressive Aerobic Cardiovascular 
Endurance Run, is an aerobic capacity test used by FitnessGram. According to the FitnessGram 
instructions, it is a 20-meter shuttle run, where students run back and forth as many times as they 
can between two markers, using an audio CD to guide their pace. Throughout the classes, we see 
students achieve unbelievable scores: 50, 60, 70, 81, 86, 94 pacers. Very rarely if ever do we see a 
student run 100 pacers. Well speak no more, this year Bijumungu 
Moise ran 100 PACERS! A feat like no other. Congratulations are an 
amazing accomplishment!  

Cirque du Soleil: Students in French I worked on the annual Cirque du Soleil project. During the 
project, students use the cultural experience of the “cirque” to explore verbs and adjectives. The 
result is a colorful collection of circus posters, trailers, and live acts! Pictured are some of the posters.  

Partners PE Visits the Miracle League Field. On May 25th, the Harrison Middle School Partners Physical Education class took a  
field trip to Miracle League of Western PA located at the Murrysville Community Park in Murrysville, Pennsylvania. This field is built 
upon the idea that “Every Child Deserves a Chance to Play!” and provides the facilities, programs and people needed to let this hap-
pen for the special children we serve.  Our amazing students had an awesome time. 

7th Graders Enjoy the Outsiders: On May 16th in the 
Harrison Middle School Auditorium, the 7th grade students 
participated in the The Outsiders Day . Students completed a 
series of culminating activities highlight different aspects and 
themes of the book. The students had fun dressing up as either 
a Greaser or a Soc as different members of the staff stopped 
down to see them. As they watched the classic movie, they 
enjoyed a variety of snacks/drinks. This activity was organized 
by 7th grade ELA teachers.  



Harrison Middle School Students Respond to the Tree of Life Tragedy:  This banner is being 
donated to the Tree of Life in commemoration for the victims of October 2018 tragedy. The artwork was 

completed by 8th graders at HMS. This was a collaborative effort in response to a community tragedy.  Harrison Middle School 
students and staff members responded to the Tree of Life tragedy by organizing a project-based learning experience that included 
8th graders and their teachers in the discipline areas of ELA, Music, Art, and Social Studies under the direction of Mr. Dan Shaner.  
Students created art work, performed songs, read literature, and presented a message focused on ways to promote kindness and 
tolerance in the face of public hated and violence.  This project had a strong, positive impact on the Harrison Middle School 
students and community.  The message is ongoing and continues to be recognized at the school, district and community levels.  
 

“This afternoon I was honored to join with five of our students and their families as we met with representatives of the Tree of Life, 
Dor Hadash, and New Light Congregations at the site of October’s tragedy.  
The students presented a banner of their Tree of Life Memorial to the congregants, viewed part of the tributes, and spoke with 
members of all three congregations, including the sister of one of the victims.  
Ava, Cadence, Sara, Eva, and Grace are brilliant examples of what teens can and should be. They are proof that we are all capable of 
thinking about and caring for people we’ve never met, just because they are people. I am proud to have worked with them and will 
miss them all next year.” - Dan Shaner 

Riverton: A Watershed Redevelopment 
Project:  Recently students in Mr. Reffert’s sixth 
grade science class were able to take part in a 
Allegheny Land Trust program focusing on water 
conservation. Incorporating the technology-based 
scavenger hunt model of Geocaching, students 
had the opportunity to redevelop a dying river 
port town by making seemingly small choices first 
as small groups and then defending their choices 
to a town council. Each decision had an impact on 
their local watershed and was depicted visually in 
a watershed puzzle.  Upon coming to an 

agreement on their small decisions students determined if their decisions, although small, had a positive, negative or null impact 
on their watershed as a whole, and locally at their port site.  The student discussions on the impact of their choices enabled 
students realize their influence on the environment through everyday decisions.   

Encore Project-Based Learning:  During the last 
quarter of the 2018-19 school year, 8th graders 

scheduled for period 4 Encore piloted a project-based learning experience led by Mrs. Short, Ms. Jacob, and Mrs. Reynolds.  
Student rotated through stations to complete projects that required  collaboration, hands-on learning, communication, creativity,  
and problem-solving.  One of the instructional goals at HMS is to include more project-based learning experiences promoting real-
life skill building and collaboration among students and teachers from multiple discipline areas.  



HMS Teacher Selected to Participate in Air Camp for Educators:  Harrison Middle School Science 
Teacher Debbie Reynolds has been selected to participate in the Teachers Air Camp session this summer in 
Dayton, Ohio, the home of the Wright Brothers! Ms. Reynolds is one of only 50 teachers selected for this 
honor. The Teachers Air Camp experience is an exciting and rigorous adventure. Participants remember 
why they became a teacher all over again by working together to master a fun and challenging curriculum. 
The carefully designed experiences illuminate options that are available for students in the STEM fields 
after graduation and emphasize how principles of STEM can be infused into almost any lesson to enhance 

the learning process. This unique opportunity is made possible by the Schiewetz Foundation in Dayton, Ohio.  

Teacher Appreciation Week: During the week of May 6th, both the Harrison Middle School PTSA 
and Student Council (STUCO) showed their appreciation to the teaching staff by planning a variety of 
events. The Harrison Middle School Student Council came in extra early to set to started the week off a 
with a great breakfast. During the week the PTSA helped the teachers out by providing them some 
needed supplies, like highlighters and hand sanitizer for their rooms. The week was capped of with an 
outstanding lunch from Moe’s Southwest Grill, provided by the generosity of the Harrison PTSA and 
breakfast provided by STUCO and Harrison Middle School Administration.  

Highlander Pride: Congratulations to our 4th nine weeks Highlander Pride Award winners! The students below have 
exhibited Positivity, Connections  &  Inspiration in and out of the classroom that is second to none! Congratulations to Mr. 
Saternos for being recognized by the students, colleagues and administration for his dedication to her students.  

Rachel’s Challenge  Year-end Celebration: Students who participate in 
Rachel’s Challenge celebrated the completion of their first year of helping to 
make Harrison Middle School a great school. This fantastic program for Har-
rison Middle school taught students to be leaders throughout the school 
and spread the ideas of being kind, helpful and compassionate. Thank  
Rachel’s Challenge honorees along with Mrs. Wells, Ms. Carlson, Ms. John-
son and Ms. Williams  for all that you have done this past year. 

HMS Teacher Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship (AEF) Program:   
Harrison Middle School Science Teacher, Debbie Reynolds, has been selected to come to Naval 
Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division, as part of the Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator 
Fellowship (AEF) Program.  One of nine Einstein fellows selected from across the country for the 2019-
2020 AEF Program, Reynolds is not only the first to be placed at Carderock, but also the first for the 
Department of Defense (DOD). She will serve at Carderock for 11 months starting in September 
2019.  “I am so grateful, humbled and excited for the opportunity to serve as the first Fellow at 
Carderock,” Reynolds said. “I have such a passion for STEM education and have tried to share that 
passion with students and colleagues throughout my career.”  The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
Office of Science’s Office of Workforce Development for Teachers and Scientists manages the AEF Program, now in its 29th year of 
operation. It provides a unique opportunity for accomplished K-12 STEM educators to apply their extensive classroom knowledge 
and experiences to their host offices to inform federal STEM education efforts.  



Follow HMS PTSA on Facebook?  
You may do so by following this link:https://

www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732 

There are many opportunities that await both children and parents. The HMS PTSA supports our children and school educators in 
many different ways. By providing funds and volunteers for various school functions and initiatives, we serve both our Children and 
our Community. Below are some examples of how we make a difference!  
Click for more information- HMS PTSA Promotion Flyer. 

Teacher Grants for needed classroom items 

Provide funds for the school Nurse's Pantry 

Do The Right Thing support and volunteerism 

Various Fundraisers to support activities for the children 

Volunteerism for school functions and dances  

 

Would you like to be added to our email distribution list so that we can keep you up to date on PTSA activities or volunteer op-
portunities? Simply complete the PTSA Membership Form and send the bottom portion of the form along with the membership 
fee of $6.00 (rate is the same for parents and children) to the HMS office in an envelope marked "PTSA Membership - Attn: Kelly 
Bischoff. 

Finding a Balance With Electronic Devices:  As we enter summer break, students 
are rejoicing over school being out. But during the summer break, parents often find it 
difficult and challenging to manage their child’s time on electronic devices, such as their 
cell phones, computers and gaming consoles. The Common Media website has a 
number of articles to help parents understand and manage their child’s use of 
technology.  Click to access a complete report on “Technology Addiction: Concern, 
Controversy, and Finding Balance”.  

We are looking forward to our incoming 6th Grade class for the 2019-20 School Year! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1834201053474732/
http://www.bwschools.net/uploaded/District_Documents/HMS/PTSA/HMS-PTSA-Promotion.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/technology-addiction-concern-controversy-and-finding-balance
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/technology-addiction-concern-controversy-and-finding-balance

