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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES  
  
According to the policy of the Baldwin-Whitehall School District, the following acts on District              
premises or while under supervision of District personnel are punishable by the withdrawal of              
privileges including but not limited to extracurricular activities and other disciplinary action and by              
suspension and/or possible expulsion from school. In addition, students are prohibited from            
engaging in any conduct or activity contrary to, or in violation of, the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, the                 
School Code, ordinances of Baldwin-Whitehall, published policies or regulations of the School            
District, or any other applicable statutes, regulations, ordinances, policies or rules. 
  
No student has the right to interfere with the education of fellow students. It is the responsibility of                  
each student to respect the rights of teachers, students, administrators, and all others who are               
involved in the educational process. Students should express their ideas and opinions in a respectful               
manner. 
  
It is the responsibility of students to conform to the following: 
  
1. Be aware of all rules and regulations for student behavior and conduct and act in accordance  

with them. Students should assume that, until a rule is waived, altered or repealed in writing, it  
is in effect. 

2. Provide information in matters relating to the health, safety, and welfare of the school  
community and the protection of school property. This includes providing information related            

to  
any administrative investigations. 

3. Dress and groom to meet fair standards of safety and health, and to not cause substantial  
disruption to the educational process. 

4. Assist the school faculty and staff in operating a safe school for all students enrolled therein. 
5. Comply with federal, Commonwealth, and local laws. 
6. Exercise proper care when using public facilities and equipment. 
7. Attend school daily and be on time for all classes and other functions. 
8. Makeup work when absent from school or activities within the expected time frame as  

designated by classroom teachers/advisors. 
9. Pursue and attempt to complete proficiently the courses of study prescribed by the  

Commonwealth and the Baldwin-Whitehall School District. 
10. Report accurately and not use indecent or obscene language in student newspapers,  

publications, or academic assignments. 
11. Utilize social media and other platforms in a way that brings pride to and supports respect for  

the Baldwin-Whitehall School District and Baldwin High School. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GENERAL SCHOOL RULES 

Students are expected to be kind and courteous to peers, District personnel, and visitors. 

Respect Others 

Respect Each Other 

Respect Faculty and Staff  

Respect the School 

Respect the Community 

You represent the community and the School, in all that you do. 

Students shall identify themselves properly and courteously when requested to do so by any adult. 

BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 

NOTE: Students are prohibited from aiding or abetting any of the following, and/or impeding an               
investigation by District personnel of any of the following. 
 
  
According to the Policy of the Baldwin-Whitehall School District Board of Directors, the following acts               
on school premises or in relation to school premises or activities (including in the community or while                 
on the premises of other schools) are punishable by the withdrawal of privileges and other               
disciplinary action and by suspension and/or possible expulsion from school. Students are prohibited             
from engaging in any conduct or activity contrary to, or in violation of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code,                 
the School Code, ordinances of Baldwin-Whitehall or published regulations of the School District, or              
any other applicable statutes, regulations, ordinances, policies, or rules. 
 
Abuse/Bullying/Harassment 

Students are prohibited from engaging in violent, aggressive, or abusive behaviors, physically            
abusing an individual, or harassment of an individual, including sexual harassment, through conduct             
or communications including digital communication and social media platforms. Students are           
prohibited from intimidation or bullying, including physical or verbal behaviors that could prevent             
another student’s equal access to his or her free and public education. Incidents of bullying shall be                 
reported by students, school personnel, and parents to a school official. The Principal or designee               
shall interview students or others involved, undertake an investigation where reasonable suspicion            
exists, and then contact parents. If the investigation results in a substantiated finding of bullying, the                
Principal or administrative designee will administer disciplinary actions which may include but will not              
be limited to: mediation, referral to guidance services, detention, suspension and/or recommendation            
for expulsion. Regardless of whether or not bullying, abuse, or harassment occurs during school              



hours or on school property, school discipline will be deployed, if another student’s ability to access                
his or her free and public education is negatively impacted. 

Athletic/Extracurricular Participation 
 
The athletic program in the Baldwin-Whitehall School District is an integral part of the total school                
environment. It encompasses both immediate and long-range goals. The immediate goal is to meet              
the physical and recreational needs of the students in the areas of motor coordination, strength,               
skills, endurance, general physical fitness, and peer involvement/participation. Its long-range goals           
are to develop the intellectual, emotional, social and physical skills necessary for a happy, active,               
and productive adult life. 
 
A broad-based extracurricular program to achieve these goals has been established as a natural              
outgrowth of the regular school curriculum. The athletic program offers opportunities for            
interscholastic competition. The intent of the athletic program is to provide the opportunity for each               
student to participate in some form of athletics at the level of the student’s ability. 
 
In summary, the Baldwin-Whitehall School District feels that participation in athletics is a wholesome,              
worthwhile educational experience for all students. To win fairly and to accept the frustration of               
losing in a mature manner provides enduring lessons that each student must learn. A strong athletic                
program provides an opportunity for students to learn these lessons. 

 
Friday Afternoon and Saturday Detention 
Students receiving Friday afternoon or Saturday detention will lose the privilege to participate             
in athletic practices, games, club meetings, rehearsals, dances, or any other           
athletic/extracurricular gatherings for one full week surrounding the detention. For example- If            
assignment occurs on a Tuesday, the student loses the privilege to participate in any              
practices or games, until the following Tuesday.  No exceptions will be made. 

 
Organization of the Athletic Program 
The entire athletic program is authorized and funded by the Board of School Directors for the                
Baldwin-Whitehall School District. The task of organizing and operating the athletic program            
and related activities is delegated through the superintendent to the Baldwin High School             
Athletic Office and to other staff as may be appropriate. 

The interscholastic athletic program of the Baldwin-Whitehall School District is operated in            
accordance with the rules of the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association. 

 
Eligibility Rules 
A student who participates in interscholastic athletics at Baldwin High School, which is a              
member of the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association, Inc. (PIAA), must adhere to            
the PIAA rules; otherwise the student will lose their eligibility to represent Baldwin High School               
in interscholastic athletics. If the student participates while ineligible, the school of record             
(Baldwin High School) or team may be penalized. It is, therefore, important for the student to                
be aware of the requirements to which they are subject. 



 
The information contained highlights and summarizes the major eligibility requirements a           
student must meet in order to participate in interscholastic athletics. It does not list every rule                
or every detail. Unless otherwise indicated, each requirement applies to grades seven through             
twelve. The Baldwin High School Athletic Office and principal is responsible for certifying the              
eligibility of all students representing Baldwin High School in interscholastic athletics. 
 
Attendance 

● A student must be regularly enrolled at Baldwin High School and in full-time attendance              
there. 

● A student is eligible only at Baldwin High School, due to enrollment. 
● If the student is absent from school during a semester for a total of twenty or more                 

school days, the student will lose his or her eligibility until the student has been in                
attendance for a total of forty five school days following the twentieth day of absence. 

 
Academic Eligibility 
Eligibility shall be cumulative from the beginning of a grading period, shall be reported on a                
weekly basis, and shall be filed in the Baldwin High School Athletic Office. 
In cases where a student’s cumulative work from the beginning of the grading period does not                
as of any Friday meet the above standards, the student shall be ineligible from the               
immediately following Sunday through the Saturday immediately following the next Friday as            
of which the student’s cumulative work from the beginning of the grading period meets the               
above standards. 
In cases where a student’s work in any preceding grading period does not meet the above                
standards, the student shall be ineligible to participate in interscholastic athletics for at least              
15 school days of the next grading period. 
At the end of the school year, the student’s final grades in the student’s subjects rather than                 
the student’s grades for the last grading period shall be used to determine the student’s               
eligibility for the next grading period. 
A student must be passing at least four full-credit subjects or the equivalent as of each Friday                 
during the grading period. If the student fails to meet this requirement, the student will lose                
eligibility from the immediately following Sunday through the next Saturday. 
 
Individual Coach’s Rules 
Coaches may establish additional rules and regulations with the approval of the Baldwin High              
School Athletic Office and Principal for their respective sports. These rules as pertaining to a               
particular sport must be given by the head coach in writing to all team members and                
explained fully at the start of the season. Penalties for violation of team rules will also be in                  
writing and shall be administered by the head coach. Copies of all additional team rules by                
coaches are on file in the Baldwin High School Athletic Office. 

 
 
 



 
Assault 
 
Assault occurs when an individual physically assaults a victim. If the victim subsequently fights              
back, then he or she will be considered a mutual combatant, resulting in both individuals being                
disciplined for fighting and referred to the Whitehall Police for appropriate criminal charges. 

Attendance 

A student shall be considered in attendance, if present at any place where school is in session by 
authority of the District; the student is receiving approved tutorial instruction, or health or therapeutic 
services; the student is engaged in an approved and properly supervised independent study, 
work-study or career education program; or the student is receiving approved homebound 
instruction.  
 
Absences shall be treated as unlawful until the District receives a written excuse explaining the 
absence, to be submitted within three days of the absence. 
 
A maximum of ten days of cumulative lawful absences verified by parental notification shall be 
permitted during a school year. All absences beyond ten cumulative days shall require an excuse 
from an approved medical provider. 

Bomb Threat/Fire Alarm 

Students are prohibited from turning in a bomb claim, false fire alarm, or any other false safety-                 
related claim or report, or otherwise improperly causing or risking panic, injury, damage to property,               
or disruption of school activities. State and federal laws could result in expulsion and/or criminal               
prosecution and will be pursued by BHS administrators. 
  
Book Bags, Backpacks, Totes, and Other Personal Bags 

Students are encouraged to utilize their locker throughout the day and limit the use of book bags, backpacks, 
totes, or other large bags.  Student bags of any kind, including purses, are subject to search at any time by a 
member of the administrative staff, security staff, or canine unit. 
 
With the increased use of technology-based learning opportunities and the availability of District-issued student 
devices (chromebooks), there is little need for students to carry large numbers of books with them throughout 
the day. 
 
Students are encouraged to keep instruments, lunch, books, and specific attire required for gym class or other 
classes in their lockers, until these items are needed.  There is plenty of time between periods to quickly stop 
at your locker and collect these items.  Note, however, that this will not be entertained as an excuse for being 
tardy to class.  Manage your time, and plan your day wisely. 
 

 



Cell Phones 

Cell Phone usage is only permitted in classrooms, following the explicit granting of permission by a 
teacher for instructional purposes.  Student cell phone usage is permitted at the discretion of faculty, 
staff, and administration in hallways during the change of classes or before/after school, in the 
cafeteria during lunch periods, or while participating in a school-sponsored activity.  
 
Students are discouraged from using cell phones during Study Hall, and the faculty or staff member 
monitoring Study Hall may prohibit cell phone use as his or her discretion. 
 
Parents are able to reach students by calling the Main Office, should they need to contact them 
throughout the day, and as such are discouraged from texting or messaging students directly 
throughout the school day. 
 
Students failing to comply with these cell phone usage expectations may have their cell phones 
confiscated by faculty, staff, and administration. Failure to comply with the request of cell phone 
confiscation will result in additional disciplinary consequences such as those associated with 
insubordination.  
 
Ultimately, cell phone use is a privilege that can be revoked at any time. 
 

Cheating or Plagiarism 

Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism are each an affront to the integrity of the              
Baldwin-Whitehall School District and will be dealt with as such. Should a member of the faculty                
suspect that such behavior is occurring, he or she will administer appropriate classroom-level             
academic consequences. This could include a reduction in credit on the assignment, total loss of               
credit on the assignment, a failing grade for the marking period, semester, or academic year. If the                 
behavior rises to the level of administrative involvement, additional consequences will be            
administered, up to and including expulsion. 

Corporal Punishment and Use of Resonable Force 

Corporal punishment, namely physically punishing a student for an offense, is prohibited by the 
Baldwin-Whitehall  School District. Administrators and other District personnel may use reasonable 
force to quell a disturbance, to obtain possession of weapons or dangerous objects, for the purpose 
of self-defense, or for the protection of persons or property. 
 
Dances and Prom 

School-wide dances held at the High School are open to students and their guests. Students               
attending the dances must be present within the first hour of the dance. Students should make                
necessary arrival arrangements accordingly. Students that arrive after the first hour of the dance will               
not be admitted. Students must be in grades 9 through 12 or no older than 20. Some dances are                   
restricted to students of a particular grade level and their guests. The Prom, held at an off-campus                 



location in late May or early June, is one such dance. Only students age 20 and under can attend                   
the Prom. The rules for student conduct described in the Student Conduct section of this handbook                
apply to all dances, social events, and the Prom. Students wishing to bring guests from other high                 
schools or recent graduates under the age of 20 must receive permission from the Principal.               
Students must comply with all expectations related to school dances, including but not limited to               
dance behavior. Students who do not comply with expectations for dances may be asked to leave                
the dance and may not be permitted to attend future dances at Baldwin High School, including the                 
Prom. 
  

Defacement/Destruction/Theft of School or Private Property 
Students are prohibited from littering, defacing school property, causing or attempting to cause willful              
destruction of school or private property, vandalism or attempted vandalism, theft or attempted theft              
of school or private property on school grounds. Violations of these expectations will result in referral                
to municipal police departments when appropriate, as well as school-based discipline. 
 

Delivery of food to school/food sales  
Delivery of food to school is prohibited unless under the supervision of District Personnel. Students               
are not permitted to sell food, unless the sale is part of an administratively approved fund-raising                
activity. 
 

Dress Code 
Students are encouraged to take pride in their appearance. In an age of changing styles and freedom                 
of dress, students should select clothing which is complementary to them. When students come to               
school inappropriately dressed, faculty and administrators will take necessary steps to correct the             
situation. Shirts or other clothing promoting obscene, profane, and other content likely to disrupt the               
educational process, and messages promoting drugs or alcohol are not permitted. Baggy pants or              
clothing that can conceal items and/or pose a safety hazard are discouraged and can generate               
reasonable suspicion for subsequent administrative investigation. Pants, skirts, skorts, and shorts           
must be secured and worn no lower than the waist. Exposed chests or torsos, or half-shirts are not                  
permitted. Undergarments are not to be exposed.  
 
Allowable Dress & Grooming 
● Students must wear both a shirt with pants or skirt, or the equivalent, and shoes. 
● Shirts and dresses must have fabric in the front and on the sides. 
● Clothing must cover undergarments. 
● Fabric covering all private parts shall not be see through. 
● Headwear and hair must allow the face to be visible and not interfere with the line of  

sight to any student or member of the faculty or staff. Masks are prohibited.  
● Hoodies must allow the student’s face and ears to be visible, and hoods must be removed at  

the request of a member of the faculty or staff. 
● Clothing must be suitable for all scheduled classroom activities including physical education,  

science labs, wood shop, and other activities where unique hazards exist. 
● Specialized courses may require specialized attire, such as sports uniforms or safety gear. 



Non-Allowable Dress & Grooming 
● Clothing may not depict, advertise, suggest, or advocate the use of alcohol, tobacco,  

marijuana, or drugs. 
● Clothing may not depict pornography, nudity, or sexual acts. 
● Clothing may not use or depict offensive speech targeting groups based on race, ethnicity,  

gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, religious affiliation, or any protected status. 
● Clothing, including gang identifiers, must not threaten the health or safety of any individual. 
● If the student’s attire or grooming threatens the health or safety of any individual, then  

discipline for dress or grooming violations will be consistent with discipline policies for similar  
 violations. 

Drug & Alcohol Use - Controlled Substance  

Students are prohibited from distributing, dispensing, possessing, using, or being under the influence             
of any alcoholic beverage or other intoxicating or controlled substance, either before, during, or after               
school hours in any school building or on any school premises, on any school-owned vehicle or in                 
any other school-approved vehicles used to transport students to and from school or school              
activities, off school property at any school sponsored or school-approved activity, event, or function,              
such as a field trip or athletic event where students are under the jurisdiction of the School District.                  
Students who fail to follow proper procedures for possession/use of medications are subject to              
discipline under this rule. 
 
Fighting 
Fighting in school, on school property, or while participating in a school-sanctioned/related activity is 
prohibited.  Students involved in fighting will be immediately referred to administrators for appropriate 
disciplinary consequences. Students should recognize that if a fight is in progress, it is the 
expectation of the district that as soon as an adult intervenes, the involved parties should 
immediately cease the altercation.  Students not directly involved in the physical altercation should 
move to their assigned or other safe location as indicated by adults on the scene.  Students who 
engage in fighting or any form of aggressive behavior will be suspended immediately for a minimum 
of three days, while BHS administrators conduct an investigation and will also be referred to the 
Whitehall Police Department with appropriate charges pressed by the School District.  Students 
involved in a fight may be transported by Whitehall Police to the Police Department. 
 
Should a student find him or herself involved in an altercation outside of School that could escalate 
to the level of a fight in School, he or she (or his or her family) is expected to contact BHS 
administrators immediately, so that we can begin conflict mediation as soon as possible. 
 
Students are discouraged from engaging in any physical altercations while in School.  If a student 
physically attacks another student, and the victim of that attack does not retaliate, the aggressor will 
be disciplined for and charged with assault. 
 

FIght Promotion 



Students are prohibited from recording, sharing, snapping, streaming, or disseminating information in 
any other form a fight in school, on school grounds, or during school activities. Students caught fight 
promoting will face appropriate disciplinary consequences as well as the possibility of police charges 
for violating state-level wiretapping laws. 

Fire/Explosion 

Students are prohibited from carrying or possessing explosives, or from intentionally starting a fire or               
causing or an explosion and thereby recklessly placing a person in danger of death or bodily harm,                 
or intentionally frightening persons, or with the intention to destroy or damage property.             
Consequences shall include an informal hearing, 10 days out-of-school suspension, police contact,            
and possible expulsion hearing. 
  
Food/Beverages 
Students are discouraged from consuming food or beverages outside of the Cafeteria or from taking 
food or beverages from the Cafeteria area.  Consuming food or beverages is prohibited in science 
lab spaces, shop areas, or any other space that poses a risk of contamination at any time. 
Regardless of where food or beverages are consumed, they can be searched at random and without 
warning for alcohol or controlled substances. 

Gambling 

Students are prohibited from gambling on school property or during school activities. 

Hazing 

Students are prohibited from organizing, soliciting, aiding, or participating in any type of hazing for               
any class, extracurricular club, activity, or athletic team. “Hazing”, is defined as any activity or               
conduct, whether physical, verbal, or electronically communicated, that recklessly or intentionally           
endangers the mental health, physical health, or safety of a student for the purpose of initiation or                 
admission into or affiliation with, or as a condition for continued membership in, any organization.               
Any hazing activity, whether by an individual or a group, shall be presumed to be a forced activity,                  
even if a student willingly participates. Students are required to report any known or suspected form                
of hazing to an administrator immediately. Disciplinary action including, but not limited to, permanent              
removal from the class, club, activity, or athletic team, will be taken against any students who                
organize, participate in, and/or fail to report hazing. 

Insolence/Disrespect 

Students are prohibited from showing insolence or disrespect to School personnel or other students,              
including indecent or obscene language or gestures to a member of the student body, faculty, staff                
or other School District employee, guest of the School District, or other persons with whom the                
student has contact in connection with a school-related event.  
Insubordination/Defiance 



Students are prohibited from insubordination or defiance relating to directions from faculty, staff, or              
other school district personnel, guests of the School District, or other persons designated to be in a                 
position of authority for school-related events. 
 Keys  
Keys belonging to teachers or other school personnel may not be in the possession of students at                 
any time. Students who find themselves in possession of such keys must return them to the Principal                 
immediately. 
 

Leaving School Grounds 
Students are prohibited from leaving school grounds during the school day without administrative 
approval.  
  

Loitering 
Students are prohibited from loitering in the restrooms, halls, or stairwells at any time during the 
school day or after hours.  Unauthorized presence on District property will result in administrative 
discipline and could be referred to the Whitehall Police Department for subsequent trespassing 
charges. 
  
Open Containers 
Students are encouraged to take advantage of the numerous drinking fountains located throughout 
Campus for their hydration needs.  Students are discouraged from carrying open containers with 
them throughout the school day.  Any beverage container can be searched, without warning, for the 
presence of alcohol or controlled substances.  This includes beverages in commercial containers 
brought to school and beverages being consumed during lunch periods in or outside of the Cafeteria.  
 
Parking Privileges  

Student parking is provided on District property as a convenience to students.  This privilege can be 
revoked at any time, and no refunds of parking fees will be made. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

As part of the school day, and during various activities, all students are requested to participate in 
the Pledge of Allegiance or to stand quietly while the pledge is presented.  Participation is voluntary. 
 
Public Displays of Affection  
Public displays of affection are not appropriate in the school setting. 
 

Safe-2-Say Anonymous Tip-line 
Safe2Say Something (S2SS) tips may be submitted by any individual, student, staff member, 
or parent/guardian as a secure and anonymous means to report unsafe, potentially 
harmful, dangerous, violent, or criminal activities in the school setting or threat of such activities in 
the school setting through: 



1. A 24 hours a day, 7 days a week OAG Crisis Center telephone hotline; 
2. A Safe2Say Something program secure website; or 
3. A Safe2Say Something mobile electronic “app.” 

School Violence, Terroristic Threats, or Terroristic Actions 

 The District is committed to providing education in a safe, secure, and caring environment and 
therefore strictly prohibits terrorist threats and terrorist acts, as well as violent, aggressive, or abusive 
conduct. 
  
Terrorist threats or acts are often preceded by warning signs or rumors which, if promptly reported,                
investigated and addressed, may result in avoidance of tragedy. Accordingly, District personnel,            
students, and families are required to immediately inform the Principal of any knowledge relevant to               
an actual, potential, or rumored terrorist threat or terrorist act, or any prohibited act of violence or                 
aggressive behavior. 

 
Search and Seizure 
The threshold for administrative search and seizure in schools within the Commonwealth falls below 
the construct of “probable cause” expected of law enforcement officers.  In the school setting, 
administrators need only to have “reasonable suspicion” to target, stop, search, and seize contraband 
from a student.  Items uncovered during these searches and seizures could result in subsequent 
referral to law enforcement agencies and contribute to reaching a “probable cause” threshold for 
subsequent criminal investigation. 
 
Throughout the academic year, student vehicles and school buses will be stopped at random and 
searched without warning.  Additionally, in coordination with law enforcement agencies, random 
searches of students, lockers, School property, and vehicles parked on School property will occur. 
These searches can include canine units that are trained to identify contraband. 
 
Students are ultimately responsible for the contents of their lockers and their bags, including 
athletic/band lockers and athletic bags.  These should be secured at all times.  Students should use 
discretion in taking taking possession of other students’ items.  School lockers and other storage 
spaces are District property. School authorities may search a student's locker and seize any 
materials. Such materials may be used as evidence against the student in disciplinary and/or 
criminal proceedings. 
 
Students are responsible for the contents of any locker assigned to them. It is essential that students                 
keep their lockers locked and not give other students access to their locker. The School does not                 
assume responsibility for the loss or theft of personal items stored in lockers. 

Sexual Harassment 

 The District is committed to safeguarding the right of all students/ employees within the District to an 
education and work environment that is free from all forms of sexual harassment and sexual abuse, 
including sexual harassment of or by students. The District strictly prohibits all behavior of a sexual 



nature, including conduct of a sexual nature which is either designed to extort sexual favors from a 
student or employee as a term or condition of education or employment, or which has the purpose or 
effect of creating a hostile, intimidating, or offensive educational or work environment. Sexual 
harassment may occur from student to student, staff to student, or student to staff. Examples of 
prohibited conduct of a sexual nature which may constitute prohibited sexual harassment include: 
unwelcome touching of an individual's body  or clothing; unwelcome leering, staring, flirtation, 
propositions, or pressure for sexual activity; unwelcome sexual slurs, epithets, threats, verbal abuse, 
derogatory comments, or sexually degrading descriptions; unwelcome graphic verbal comments 
about an individual's body or overly personal conversation; unwelcome sexual jokes, stories, 
drawings, pictures, or gestures; unwelcome spreading of sexual rumors, including via digital 
platforms; cornering or blocking an individual's normal movement in a sexual way; displaying 
sexually explicit materials or suggestive objects in the educational environment; and repeated 
remarks to a person with sexual or demeaning implications. The District also condemns and 
prohibits any retaliatory behavior against any complainants or witnesses of such prohibited sexual 
misconduct. The District further prohibits intimate or sexual relations between any and all District 
employees and students. This includes intimate or sexual relations between an administrator, 
teacher, counselor, coach, advisor, program director or any District employee and a student.  
 
Any student who believes that he or she has been subjected to sexual harassment should               
immediately report the incident to the Principal, an assitant principal, school counselor, teacher,             
school nurse, or psychologist, and an investigation by trained District personnel will be conducted              
and a report will be made to Childline reporting the allegations. Students who are found to have                 
engaged in sexual harassment of others will be subject to discipline and criminal proceedings. 
 
Social Media Use and Online Activity 
Students must comport themselves in a manner that brings pride and respect to the 
Baldwin-Whitehall School District, when engaging in online activity.  Should students or families find 
evidence of misbehavior, abuse, or cyberbullying on any social media app or other online platform, 
they are encouraged to immediately share such conduct with administrators.  Any conduct that 
negatively impacts another student’s right to access his or her free and public education will be met 
with School discipline and appropriate subsequent criminal investigation. 
 
All student activity that occurs online using District-issued devices or networks is monitored. 
Individuals cannot presume any level of privacy while engaging in such activities. 
 
Slurs 
Students are prohibited from slurs or other language or gestures that are insulting, disparaging, or               
derogatory, whether made directly or by innuendo, regarding a person's race, ethnicity, disability             
status, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, or any protected status. 
 

Skateboarding, rollerblading, bike riding, or any other form of transport made possible by             
wheels on School property, including sidewalks, roadways, parking lots, and building interiors, is             
prohibited, unless medically necessary. Transportation devices that are held by District personnel            



may be returned only to a responsible adult. Students who use such transportation devices on               
School property may be cited by the Whitehall Police Department for defiant trespassing. 
 
Stalking 
Students are prohibited from stalking or persistently following, contacting, watching, or any other 
such threatening actions that compromise peace of mind or personal safety. 
 

Student Expression and Speech 
Students are encouraged to express themselves and engage in protected speech, as long as it does 
not disrupt the educational environment or learning process.  Any expression or form of speech that 
causes such disruption or negatively impacts another students’ ability to access his or her free and 
public education will be met with appropriate discipline. 
 
Students have the responsibility to obey laws governing libel and obscenity and to be aware of the                 
full meaning of their expression. Students have the responsibility to be aware of the feelings and                
opinions of others and to give others a fair opportunity to express their views. 
  
Students wishing to post signs or announcements in the School must first have the written or                
stamped approval of the Principal. The following are prohibited: 
  
1. Signage deemed to be in poor taste (profanity, obscenity, insult, double meanings, etc.); 
2. signs promoting or seeking membership for any religion, theology, or specific moral code; 
3. signs advertising non-District fund-raising events; 
4. Signs promoting the profit-making events of agencies. 
 
  
Tobacco Use and Possession 

Students are prohibited from smoking (including e-cigarettes, vapes, etc.) or the use of smokeless              
tobacco in any form before, during or after school hours, at School, or in any other School District                  
location, or during activities under the supervision of the School District. School District location              
means in any school building or on any School premises, on any District-owned vehicle, or in any                 
other school-approved vehicle used to transport students to and from School or school activities.              
Possession of a cigarette, cigar, pipe, smokeless tobacco, vapes, or smoking equipment is also              
prohibited. The consequence will result in appropriate discipline including mandatory enrollment in a             
nicotine/smoking cessation program, but not limited to suspension or expulsion. Any student found             
using, or in possession of tobacco or any e-cigarette, tobacco product, including smokeless tobacco              
in any form, shall be subject to prosecution pursuant to 18 Pa. C.S. ‘6306.1. 
 

Throwing snowballs or any other object on School grounds is prohibited, unless such activity is               
sanctioned by School personnel during School events (such as athletics, activities, etc.). 
 

Unexcused Absence/Tardiness 



Students are prohibited from incurring unexcused absences or tardies which shall include failure to              
report to assigned classes, study halls, or School on time and as scheduled. Consequences will               
include detention, suspension, loss of parking privileges, removal from extracurricular activities           
and/or athletic teams, and possible course failure. The District reserves the right to question and               
nullify any absence excuse deemed to not satisfy Board and/or Commonwealth requirements.  

 
Vehicle Searches 
Student vehicles parked on District property or in parking lots provided by the District for student use                 
that are located on property owned by others, shall be subject to search by District personnel and/or                 
law enforcement at any time for any reason, with or without notice. General and random searches                
(including canine and/or visual searches) are authorized. Students should have no expectation of             
privacy regarding contents within vehicles on District property or in parking lots provided by the               
District. Parking is a privilege, not a right, and student parking permits will be issued only where                 
students and/or parents consent to such searches. Refusal to cooperate in such searches will result               
in loss of parking privileges, as well as disciplinary action. 
  
Weapons 

It is the policy of the School Board that possession of a weapon by students is prohibited in any                   
Baldwin-Whitehall School District building, on any grounds of the District, by a student on his or her                 
way to or from school, in any vehicle providing authorized transportation to or from any               
Baldwin-Whitehall School District building or District-sponsored function, activity or event, and at            
any School function, activity, or event whether or not held on Baldwin-WhitehallSchool District             
grounds while students are under the supervision of the District. Possession of weapons or other               
dangerous items will result in immediate suspension while an administrative investigation is            
conducted and likely expulsion. Evidence collected during such an investigation will be shared with              
appropriate law enforcement officers, and appropriate criminal charges will be filed. 
 

COMPUTER NETWORK/INTERNET 

  
The District's electronic communications system (network) is available for instructional use by            
students under the supervision of instructors. Access to the network is a privilege and not a right.                 
Users of the network are responsible for their behavior and communications over the network and               
may not use the network for obscene, pornographic or offensive matter; vulgarity, harassment, or              
misrepresenting one's identity; use for commercial or illegal purposes or any other use deemed              
inappropriate by the District. In addition to suspension or cancellation of network privileges,             
inappropriate use of the network may result in disciplinary action up to and including suspension or                
expulsion. 
  
Any and all material or information placed in any file on the network becomes district property. The                 
District reserves the right to review, monitor, record or log network use. In order to protect the                 
network, users may not use outside discs or programs on the network or transfer files, programs,                
shareware or software from information services, electronic bulletin boards, or any other external             



source without permission of the network supervisor. Students and families are expected to read,              
understand, and comply with all expectations set forth in the District’s Chromebook Handbook. This              
document can be accessed via: http://bit.ly/2GOIsD4 
  
Administrative Procedures for Network and Computer Usage 
 For the purposes of these procedures, “Network” shall be interpreted to include any and all District 
owned computers, servers, any hardware or software, printers, Interactive Display Boards, the 
District’s local area network (LAN), wide area network (WAN), regional wide area network (RWAN), 
all wireless access points, the Internet, District Intranets, self contained electronic mail systems and 
any other elements of the District’s computer, telecommunications or electronic 
communication/information systems. 
  
Expectations for Network Usage 
 The network should only be used to support the functions of the Baldwin-Whitehall  School District, 
its curriculum, the educational community, projects between schools, and communication and 
research for school district administrators, teachers, and students. 
 
Use of Computer Labs 
 Each individual computer lab, including the Library, has specific requirements for gaining admission. 
It is the responsibility of the student to become familiar with each lab’s procedures. In order for study 
hall students to use a computer lab in the High School, students must obtain a pass from the 
computer lab teacher in advance. It is the student’s responsibility to check in with his or her study 
hall teacher for the purpose of attendance. 
  
Go Guardian 
All district devices are monitored 24/7 with Go Guardian. Students are prohibited from viewing 
restricted websites including but not limited to explicit materials and communicating inappropriately. 
If students view restricted sites or materials administrators are notified with Go Guardian alert and 
students could be placed in the Penalty Box or lose privileges of the device. Additional disciplinary 
consequences may also be assigned.  
 
Expectations for computer use: 

1. The network may not be used to engage in or to facilitate illegal activities. 
2. The network may not be used to engage in or to facilitate behavior that violates  

Baldwin-Whitehall ’s standards of academic integrity. 
3. Food and drink are not permitted near district computers. 
4. Intentionally altering the files or desktop settings on the district network computers or copying  

District software is prohibited. 
5. Installing software or files, uploading, creating, or intentionally transmitting viruses is  

prohibited. 
6. Gaining unauthorized access to resources, databases or other users’ files is prohibited. 
7. Vandalizing hardware, software, data, files, or email of another user is prohibited. 



8. Sending, saving, displaying, or copying offensive or inappropriate messages or pictures is  
Prohibited.  Note that sexting, or any other form of creating or sharing sexually explicit images  
of students, places individuals at risk of criminal prosecution for creation, posession, and  
distribtuion of child pornography. 

9. Harassing, insulting or attacking others, or using obscene language is prohibited. 
10. The network may not be used for fraudulent copying, communications, or modifications of  

materials in violation of copyright. 
11. Students may not use the network to disrupt the work of others. 
12. Any student who receives threatening or unwelcome communications shall immediately bring  

information to an administrative staff member. 
13. Students who bring their own devices into school must adhere to classroom teacher  

requirements for the use of technology while in class, as well as all school district policies. 
14. The use of the network for any purpose not related to the mission of the Baldwin-Whitehall  

District is prohibited. 
  
Consequences for Violation of Prohibited Activities: 
 Failure to follow District policies or procedures established by individual labs may result in loss of 
network privileges. Other appropriate disciplinary procedures may take place, as needed, including 
criminal prosecution. 
 

CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENT MISCONDUCT 
One or more of the following consequences may be issued to students for violation of Board Policy,                 
administrative guidelines, or general School rules. Although some consequences are prescribed for            
specific actions as outlined in the tiered discipline guidelines below, disciplinary consequences are             
determined on an individual basis consistent with the student's past behavior, special needs,             
administrative judgement, etc. 
 

DISCIPLINARY PROGRESSION LEVELS 
LEVEL I 

 
Description: 
Minor misbehavior on the part of the student which impedes orderly classroom procedures or 
interferes with the orderly operation of the School. These misbehaviors should be handled by an 
individual teacher or staff member, but sometimes require the intervention of other school support 
personnel, including administration.  
 
Examples include but are not limited to: 
● Classroom/school disturbance or disruptive behavior 
● Loitering 
● Littering 
● Unauthorized presence in the halls or other areas 
● Eating outside of the cafeteria without permission 
● Inappropriate displays of affection 



● Classroom tardiness 
● Inappropriate language, writing, or gestures  
● Violation of the Dress Code 
● Use of electronic devices when not permitted 
● Minor misconduct at School functions or on the school bus 
 

Examples of Disciplinary Options: 
● Verbal or written reprimand 
● Parent contact or conference 
● Denial of privileges 
● Special assignments 
● After-School or lunch detention(s) administered by faculty  
● Confiscation 
● Written agreement 

LEVEL II 
 

Description 
Misbehavior whose frequency or seriousness tends to disrupt the learning climate of the School. 
These infractions which usually result from the continuation of Level I misbehaviors, require the 
intervention of administrators, because the execution of Level I disciplinary options has failed to 
correct the situation. Also included in this Level are misbehaviors which do not represent a direct 
threat to the immediate safety of others, but whose educational consequences are serious enough to 
require corrective action on the part of administration.  
 
Examples include but are not limited to: 
● Persistent Level I infractions 
● Violation of School attendance policies (e.g. tardiness, truancy, leaving school property  

without permission, cutting class, unexcused absence)  
● Repeated unexcused tardiness to homeroom, class, or School  
● Unauthorized possession or misuse of school property, facilities, or lockers  
● Open defiance of authority; willful refusal to do as directed or any form of insubordination  
● Failure to serve assigned detentions, including classroom detentions 

● Harassment or inappropriate language directed at an individual’s race, ethnicity, religion,  
sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, or protected status 

● Bullying or Cyberbullying 

● Violation of the computer and internet policy 

● Cheating, plagiarism, or academic dishonesty 

● Persistent violation of the Dress Code 

 
Disciplinary Options 
● Confiscation 
● Parent contact and conference (including informal hearing) 



● Detentions 
● Suspension 
● Denial of privileges,  including participation in School activities 
● Loss of academic credit 
● Community Service 
● Modified/Restricted Day 

 
LEVEL III 

 
Description: 
Acts whose frequency or seriousness tends to disrupt the learning climate of the School and/or acts 
directed against persons or properties and whose consequences could endanger the immediate 
health or safety of others in the School.  Law enforcement agencies will be involved when 
appropriate. 
 
Examples include but are not limited to: 
● Persistent Level II infractions 
● Vandalism or destruction of District property 

● Theft of personal or District property 

● Fighting 

● Trespassing on or in District property when closed 

● Defying authority 

● Harassment, hazing, ongoing bullying, or ongoing cyberbullying 

● Physical/ verbal threat to student, staff member, or District property 

● Unauthorized or improper use of vehicles on school grounds 

● Lewdness or indecent exposure 

● Trespassing  

● Possession or use of tobacco products  

● Sexual Harassment 

 
Disciplinary Options 
● Confiscation 
● Parent contact and conference (including informal or formal hearing) 
● Temporary removal from class 
● Suspension 
● Denial of privileges, including participation in School activities 
● Expulsion 
● Community Service 
● Restitution of property or damages 

 



LEVEL IV 
 

Description: 
Acts whose frequency or seriousness tends to disrupt others or disrupt the learning climate of the 
School. Acts directed against persons or property which could or do pose a threat to the health, 
safety, or welfare of others in the school. Such acts will require administrative action which could 
result in the immediate removal of the student from school and the intervention of law enforcement 
authorities.  

 

Examples include but are not limited to: 
● Persistent Level III infractions 
● Assault 
● Sexting or any other method of creating, possessing, or distributing sexually explicit images of  

students. 
● Bomb threat, terroristic threat or action, tampering with or activating alarm systems  
● Possession/use/transfer of dangerous weapons or objects 
● Lighted or ignited objects or possession of explosives 
● Theft or possession/sale of stolen personal or District property  
● Arson or attempted arson  
● Transfer/sale/possession/purchase/ procurement/distribution/use or under the influence of  

unauthorized substances, e.g., drugs, alcohol or drug paraphernalia 
● Institutional vandalism, criminal mischief, or criminal trespassing 
● Other violations of federal, state, or local laws  
● Conduct that poses a threat to the health, safety, and welfare of students, personnel, or  

guests  

 
Disciplinary Options 
● Confiscation 
● Parent conference (including formal hearing) 
● Suspension 
● Restitution of property or damages 
● Referral to law enforcement 
● Expulsion 
● Referral to outside agency 

 

Consequences Defined 

Warning or Verbal Reprimand 
A teacher or administrator may issue a verbal warning or reprimand to a student for misconduct. 

 



Notification to Parent 
The teacher, counselor, principal or other school official may contact the parent to report              
inappropriate student conduct. A meeting with the parent may be requested. 

Loss of Privileges 
A student may lose certain privileges, e.g., parking permit, hall pass, library pass. A student may                
also be restricted from participation in extra-curricular or co-curricular activities. 

Detention 
Detention is time a student is required to spend in school, beyond the regular school day, including                 
Saturdays, for disciplinary reasons. Teachers may assign a classroom detention, during lunch or             
after school, for violation of a classroom rule. Teacher-assigned detention is served in the teacher's               
classroom; the amount of time is determined by the teacher. A student who fails to report for                 
teacher-assigned detention is referred to the administration for further disciplinary action. For            
violation of School rules and regulations, students may be assigned by an administrator to the               
school-based detention program. The detention program is the assignment of a student to a quiet               
supervised area in the School for a specific amount of time beyond the regular school day. When                 
assigned to detention, students are expected to report on time, bring materials, sit in the seat                
assigned by the supervisor, refrain from eating, drinking, sleeping, and talking with others, and              
remain in the detention room for the duration of the assigned detention. Transportation is the               
responsibility of the student and family. Failure to serve detention as assigned will result in further                
disciplinary action and may include suspension or expulsion. 

Students receiving Friday afternoon or Saturday detention will lose the privilege to participate in              
athletic practices, games, club meetings, rehearsals, dances, or any other athletic/extracurricular           
gatherings for one full week surrounding the detention. For example- If assignment occurs on a               
Tuesday, the student loses the privilege to participate in any practices or games, until the following                
Tuesday.  No exceptions will be made. 

Administrative Intervention 
Students may be required to participate in a disciplinary conference with school officials. Behavior              
management plans, contracts for student conduct, or other appropriate interventions may result from             
such conferences. 

Community Service 

Students may be required to complete a specific number of hours of community service as a                
consequence for misconduct. School personnel will offer students suggestions for community           
service activities and a form on which the community service can be verified. 

Suspension 

Suspension is the exclusion of a student from school and all school-related activities and functions               
for a period of one to ten days. When the suspension is three days or less, the student is given an                     
opportunity to respond to the reasons for the suspension, unless it is clear that the health, safety, or                  
welfare of the school community is threatened. The parent is informed of the suspension in writing.                
When the suspension exceeds three days, the parent is informed of the suspension in writing, and                



the student and parent are given an opportunity to attend an informal hearing with the Principal. At                 
this hearing, school personnel explain the reason for the suspension, and the student is given an                
opportunity to respond to the accusation of misconduct.  
 
Cumulative Suspension Program 

After a student has been suspended for six days in a given school year, the student and his/her                  
parent may be required to meet with an administrative committee. The administrative committee will              
then make appropriate recommendations, so that the student may modify his or her behavior. If a                
student has been suspended for nine or more days in a school year and has not complied with the                   
recommendations of the administrative committee, the student and his/her parent(s) may be required             
to have a formal hearing with the Superintendent that could result in expulsion. 

Expulsion 

Expulsion is exclusion from school for a serious offense or a series of offenses for a period                 
exceeding ten school days. Expulsion may be permanent and could result in external placement. If a                
student is to be excluded from school for a period exceeding 10 days, he/she is entitled to a formal                   
hearing before the Superintendent and/or School Board, before any action is taken. 
  
Restrictions during Suspension/Expulsion from School 

Any student who is suspended from school may not attend or participate in any school sponsored                
activity including athletic practices, rehearsals, or competitions and is not permitted on school             
grounds for the duration of the suspension, including weekends and breaks within the suspension. A               
student’s presence on School grounds during this period could result in criminal trespassing charges              
being filed against the student. 

Restriction from School Activities:  

Participation in co-curricular activities, extra curricular activities, sports, and ceremonial events is a             
privilege and not a right. Such activities include, but are not limited to, athletic contests, musical and                 
dramatic performances, school clubs and ceremonial events such as dances, the prom and             
commencement exercises. These activities may be restricted when a student violates a Baldwin             
High School rule(s), procedure(s), Board Policy, or the law. 
  
Restriction from participation and attendance at school activities may be assigned by the             
administration. Nothing in this rule shall negate prescribed disciplinary actions such as suspension,             
detention, the filing of charges with law enforcement officials, or other appropriate sanctions. A              
student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) shall be notified in writing by the administration that               
restriction will be applied. Upon request by the parent, the assigning administrator will meet              
informally to review the issue and afford appropriate due process. 
 

Students receiving Friday afternoon or Saturday detention will lose the privilege to participate in              
athletic practices, games, club meetings, rehearsals, dances, or any other athletic/extracurricular           



gatherings for one full week surrounding the detention. For example- If assignment occurs on a               
Tuesday, the student loses the privilege to participate in any practices or games, until the following                
Tuesday.  No exceptions will be made. 
 
Restitution 

Students who deface, willfully destroy, vandalize, or steal School property shall be required to              
provide restitution for damages and/or non-recovered stolen property including the current           
replacement cost of said property and cost of labor incurred in the repair and/or replacement of said                 
property. The parent/guardian may be held responsible for any and all damages to School property               
and/or any and all non- recovered stolen property for which the student himself/herself does not               
provide restitution. 
  
Referral to Alternate Education Program 
Students with severe attendance, behavior, or academic problems may be recommended for            
placement at a District-approved Alternative Education program where they may earn credits toward             
graduation. 
  
Referral to Whitehall Police Department 
Under the Crimes Code, School officials are required to report violations of law and certain other                
serious offenses to the Whitehall Police Department. When it is necessary for police officers to               
interview a student or to take a student into custody during school hours, school officials follow                
established procedures to protect the rights and interests of students and to assist police in the                
performance of their duties. School officials make every attempt to notify the parent or legal guardian                
of the situation, except in matters involving allegations of child abuse when the parent is the alleged                 
offender. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Code of Student Conduct shall apply to all students at all times on all District property or 
otherwise under the supervision of District personnel.  

The levels shown on the following page(s) are a guide for administrators to use progressive 
interventions in an attempt to change student behaviors. Levels of consequences and options for 
progressive interventions are subject to administrative discretion. Repeated chronic or cumulative 
offenses may require higher levels of interventions/consequences. For incidents deemed serious 
violations, interventions/ consequences will begin at a higher level.  


