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A MESSAGE TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS  

Dear Parents and Students:  

Maintaining a positive school environment is an important responsibility. It is a complicated balancing of 

individual student rights with the collective rights of others. I urge students to take advantage of all the 

educational opportunities offered to them in the classroom and during school activities. Furthermore, I ask 

each student to act appropriately to assure that others may benefit from the same programs and activities.  

Good policy, applied in a fair and consistent manner, is an indispensable element of a quality school. The 

Baldwin-Whitehall School District has developed a Student Handbook for Parents that contains District 

policies and procedures to promote order and nurture appropriate relationships among students and staff.  

The District asks you to become familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook for Parents. Take 

time to discuss it with your child, especially the policies regarding attendance, athletic and extracurricular 

eligibility. A complete listing of all District policies is available on the District website at 

https://www.bwschools.net/. Your support is vital to our efforts.  

Students will be required to verify that they have been informed of their “Student Rights and 

Responsibilities” by electronically acknowledging that they know the rules and regulations governing 

school behavior. Parents will also be asked to acknowledge that you are aware of the expectations placed 

upon your child in the school setting.  

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact your child’s principal.  

 

Randal A. Lutz, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 

 



DISTRICT MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS​
ADMINISTRATION, BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS, AND SCHOOL STAFF



ABOUT OUR DISTRICT  

The Baldwin-Whitehall School District is situated in Allegheny County and educates more than 

4,500 students from Baldwin Borough, Whitehall Borough, and Baldwin Township who attend 

classes in five buildings, including one high school (Baldwin High School), one middle school 

(J. E. Harrison Middle School), and three elementary schools (McAnnulty Elementary School, 

Whitehall Elementary School, and R.A. Lutz Elementary School).  

The school district covers approximately 10-square miles and is located less than 10 miles from 

the heart of Pittsburgh. The high school renovation project, completed in 2009, was recognized 

nationally as an award winning design by American School & University. The campus 

showcases fantastic athletic fields and courts, a modern performing arts center, and unmatched 

amenities for students, staff, and community members.  The brand new R. A. Lutz Elementary 

School opened its doors for students on January 8, 2024 and houses grades 3-5.  J. E. Harrison 

Middle School completed its renovations in January of 2025, and will now serve students in 

grades 6-8. The district configuration to “centers” in elementary schools started in 2024, where 

each elementary building houses all classrooms for each grade level.  This approach allows for 

students and teachers to work and learn together to strengthen relationships and enhance 

curricular focus in students’ early educational years. 

EEO AND TITLE IX STATEMENT  

Baldwin-Whitehall School District does not discriminate in its educational programs, activities 

or employment practices based on race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, 

age, religion, ancestry, genetic information or any other legally-protected category. 

Announcement of this policy is in accordance with State Law including the Pennsylvania Human 

Relations Act and with Federal law, including Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 and the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1990.  

For more information, please contact:  
Rachel Sprouse  
Deputy Superintendent for Student/Employee Services & EEO Title IX Officer  
rsprouse@bwschools.net  
412-884-6300 ext. 7466  



NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION  

If you and your family are new to our community, we welcome you to the district and look 

forward to enrolling your child or children into our schools! The following information will help 

parents begin the online registration process. ​

The online registration system will streamline and expedite the registration process by allowing 

families to enter state and locally mandated information about students from the comfort of their 

home. Pre-registration takes place entirely online using any computer with internet access.  

Submitting the pre-registration information online does not guarantee a student has met the 

requirements for admittance to the School District.  After completing the pre-registration, the 

application will be submitted to the school secretary.  If there is information missing, the school 

secretary will reach out to parents via email.  Once all documentation requirements are met, the 

school secretary will send an email letting parents know that their child’s registration is 

complete. 

Please note: If parents already have a child who is currently enrolled in the 

Baldwin-Whitehall School District, please log into Skyward Family Access and click on the 

new Student Online Enrollment tab in order to enroll the child who will be new to the 

district.  

There are two steps in the Student Registration process. Both steps must be completed by the 

primary parent and/or legal guardian. If the individual registering the child is not the child’s 

parent, the adult registering the child must provide appropriate, legal documentation to show 

dependency or guardianship. Please note, we suggest that you use Microsoft Internet Explorer or 

Mozilla Firefox as the internet browser that you use to complete this process. Google Chrome 

has provided some users with problems.  

Refer to the Baldwin-Whitehall School District website, 

https://www.bwschools.net/our-district/new-student-orientation, for more details.  
 
 

 



KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

If you and your family are new to our community, we welcome you to the district and look 
forward to enrolling your child or children into our schools! The following information will 
help to complete the online registration process.​
 
In order to be eligible for kindergarten, a child must: 

●​ Be five years of age before the first day of September;  
●​ Have a birth, baptismal, or hospital certificate; 
●​ Meet the Pennsylvania State Law immunization requirements;  
●​ Be enrolled in the spring or before the end of the second week of school, unless the child 

is being transferred from another kindergarten. 

1. Complete online pre-registration through the Online Enrollment Portal, 
https://www.bwschools.net/our-district/kindergarten-registration.  

The following documentation is required: 

●​ Your child’s original birth record 
●​ Parental proof of identity with current address (passport or photo ID) 
●​ Proof of Residency Deed or current lease AND two of the following: current utility bill, 

current credit card bill, tax statements, Department of Transportation driver's license or 
identification card, or vehicle registration with your current address. 

●​ Custody agreement/court order if parents are separated or divorced 
●​ Court ordered guardianship papers if the student resides with someone other than a natural 

parent 
●​ Copy of IEP, 504, or Rtl (if applicable) 
●​ Your child’s immunization records (If you do not have these records, please obtain a copy 

from your child’s doctor.) 

Fill out all information carefully, accurately, and completely. Please be sure to click "Complete" after 
each step of the application. After all steps have been completed, click on the "Submit Application to 
District" button in order for the application to be processed.  

Once all of the documentation requirements are met, parents will receive an email or telephone call 
confirming your completed registration.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VOLUNTEERING IN OUR SCHOOLS/FAMILY ENGAGEMENT  

VOLUNTEERING IN OUR SCHOOLS  

Parent and community involvement is a critical part of the Baldwin-Whitehall School District's 

ability to provide the best overall experience for students.  

Whether it be reading to a classroom of children, coaching a sports team, or sharing 

experiences and skills, volunteering is an integral part of what makes the school district so 

successful. No qualifications are needed beyond an interest/desire in helping out your 

child(ren) and their peers. Not only does volunteering foster a greater level of community 

spirit, it provides student learning opportunities and experiences within and beyond the 

classroom walls.  

With the help and support of parents, the community can come together to provide an 

enriching and engaging environment for our children, our families, and our greater 

community.  

See the tabs on our website, https://www.bwschools.net/our-district/volunteer-portal, for 

information on how to: volunteer, find volunteer opportunities, and find answers to questions 

regarding volunteering.  

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT  

Family engagement is also a critical part of the Baldwin-Whitehall School District’s ability to 

provide the best overall experience for students.  All events and opportunities to connect with 

the school will be advertised and shared via Skylert or ReachWell, as well as posted on the 

district’s website (www.bwschools.net). Additionally, many events are posted on the physical 

school district calendar for family engagement opportunities throughout the 2025-2026 

school year.  

E.M.B.R.A.C.E. -(Engage Members, Bridge Relationships, and Create Enriching 

Experiences) -  VIDEO of E.M.B.R.A.C.E..mp4

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ccfXROu0dKqUsmZURRNhGq7FZlF6Z6hq/view?usp=drive_link
http://www.bwschools.net


GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION  

Student School Day  

The student school day for the various instructional levels is as follows:  

*Schedules are subject to change - please refer to all building schedule documentation 

School Name Start End 

Baldwin High School 7:15am 2:00pm 

J. E. Harrison Middle School 8:00am 2:45pm 

R. A. Lutz Elementary (3-5) 9:15am 3:45pm 

Whitehall Elementary (1-2) 8:45am 3:15pm 

McAnnulty Elementary (K) 8:45am 3:15pm 

 

School Delays and Cancellations 

Occasionally, weather conditions require delaying the opening of school for two hours. In the 
event of a delay or cancellation of school, an announcement will be made over the following 
television and radio stations.  

●​ KDKA, WTAE, WWSW/3WS, KQV  

It is requested that parents listen to the radio or watch the news for information concerning 

closing and delays rather than call the school or Central Administration.  

Additionally, delay and cancellation messages will be shared via Skylert email and  

telephone call. Please ensure that your information is correct in your Skyward account. 

We request that working parents make other arrangements for their children if an 

unexpected delay or emergency closing occurs. Children should know which neighbor or 

relative to report to when parents are not at home.  

 

 



DISTRICT COMMUNICATIONS 

Baldwin-Whitehall School District utilizes two district-wide communication systems to keep 
parents, guardians, staff, and students informed and connected: Skylert and ReachWell. 

Skylert Notification System 

Skylert allows Administrators to send instant communication via phone, SMS text message, and 
e-mail to parents and staff. Our goal is to utilize this effective and efficient system as part of our 
continuous effort to keep staff, students, and parents informed and safe! 

●​ Parent Access: Parents/guardians may identify notification preferences and opt in/out of 
specific message types through their Skyward Family Access account. 

●​ Contact Information: Every parent/guardian in the District is automatically registered in 
Skylert. Updates to contact information can be made through Family Access or by 
contacting your child’s school. 

○​ Note: Only Primary Guardians can update primary contact information. 
●​ Types of Notifications: 

○​ Emergency – Safety incidents or other urgent situations (only as needed). 
○​ General – District/campus events, informational updates, and weather 

delays/closures. 
○​ Attendance – Generated if your student has an unexcused absence for more than 

one period during the school day. Automated calls are sent between 
9:00AM–9:00PM depending on grade level. 

If you forget your password: If you have an email on file, go to the Family Access login screen 
and click “Forgotten Login or Password?”. Otherwise, email familyaccess@bwschools.net for 
support. 

ReachWell App 

The ReachWell app provides an additional way to stay connected directly from your phone with 
easy access to your child’s school and teacher. 

●​ Download the free app for quick, instant communication. 
●​ Receive messages in the app in addition to email. 
●​ Translate messages into any language as needed. 
●​ Communicate through text, photo, video, or chat. 
●​ Stay connected anytime, anywhere from the convenience of your phone. 

If you already had an active account last year, it will automatically update for the current school 
year. If you are new to ReachWell or need to add the app: 

●​ Create your account and/or download the app by following these instructions: ReachWell 
Setup Directions. 

Together, Skylert and ReachWell ensure that Baldwin-Whitehall families stay informed, 
connected, and engaged in their child’s education.  

https://bit.ly/REACHWELL?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://bit.ly/REACHWELL?utm_source=chatgpt.com


ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY  

In order to be eligible for interscholastic athletic competition, a student must pursue a curriculum 
defined and approved by the principal as a full-time curriculum. A student shall be placed on 
academic probation if they fail to maintain a 2.0 overall grade point average and passing grades 
in English, mathematics, social studies, and science (if scheduled). A student on academic 
probation shall have their academic progress monitored by the principal or designee on a weekly 
basis and shall remain on academic probation for the remainder of the season for the sport in 
which the student is participating.  

A student will be declared academically ineligible for interscholastic athletics if they fail to 
maintain a minimum of passing grades in at least four full-credit subjects, or the equivalent, as of 
each Friday during a grading period. Additionally, any student on academic probation that is not 
making adequate progress as determined by the principal or designee shall also be declared 
ineligible as of each Friday during a grading period.  

In cases where a student's cumulative work from the beginning of the grading period does not, as 
of any Friday, meet the above standards, the student shall be ineligible from the immediately 
following Sunday through the Saturday immediately following the next Friday as of which the 
student's cumulative work from the beginning of the grading period meets the above standards.  

In cases where a student's work in any preceding grading period does not meet the above 
standards, the student shall be ineligible to participate in interscholastic athletics for at least 
fifteen (15) school days of the next grading period.  

At the end of the school year, the student's final grades in the student's subjects rather than the 
student's grades for the last grading period shall be used to determine the student's eligibility for 
the next grading period.  

A student who is absent from school during a semester for a total of 20 or more school days 
shall not be eligible to participate in any athletic contest until he or she has been in attendance 
for a total of 45 school days following the 20th day of absence.  

 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  

In order to be eligible for extracurricular activities, a student must pursue a curriculum defined 
and approved by the principal as a full time curriculum. A student shall be placed on academic 
probation if they fail to maintain a 2.0 overall grade point average and passing grades in English, 
mathematics, social studies, and science (if scheduled). A student on academic probation shall 
have their academic progress monitored by the principal or designee on a weekly basis and shall 
remain on academic probation for the remainder of the season for the activity in which the 
student is participating.  

A student will be declared academically ineligible for extracurricular activities if they fail to 
maintain a minimum of passing grades in at least four full-credit subjects, or the equivalent, as of 
each Friday during a grading period. Additionally, any student on academic probation that is not 
making adequate progress as determined by the principal or designee shall also be declared 
ineligible as of each Friday during a grading period.  

. 



STUDENT RECORDS – NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS  

Baldwin-Whitehall School District maintains a cumulative student record for each child. This 
information is kept in order to assist in the day-to-day operation of the educational programs and 
to meet the requirements of federal and state laws. The information regarding each child includes 
student identification and attendance data, information on academic progress and performance 
and results of standardized group achievement and cognitive ability tests. Records of 
standardized tests taken by secondary students on a voluntary basis, usually for college entrance 
purposes, are also recorded. Disciplinary records, certain juvenile history record information and 
student health records also are maintained as required by state law.  

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 
years of age ("eligible students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records. 
They are:  

1. The right to inspect and review the student's education records within forty-five (45) days 
of the day the District receives a request for access.  

Parents or eligible students should submit to the school principal a written request that 
identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The principal will make arrangements for 
access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records may 
be inspected.  

2. The right to request the amendment of the student's education records that the parent or 
eligible student believes are inaccurate or misleading.  

Parents or eligible students may ask the District to amend a record that they believe is 
inaccurate or misleading. They should write to the school principal, clearly identify the part 
of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading.  

If the District decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, 
the District will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and advise them of their 
right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information regarding 
the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of 
the right to a hearing.  

3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the 
student's education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure 
without consent.  

 



 
STUDENT RECORDS – NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS CONTINUED  

One exception which permits disclosure without consent is disclosure to school officials 
with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person employed by the District 
as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or 
medical staff); a person serving on the School Board; a school probation officer; a person 
or company with whom the District has contracted to perform a special task (such as an 
attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on an 
official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another 
school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official has a legitimate 
educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his 
or her professional responsibility.  

Upon request, the District discloses education records without consent to officials of 
another school district or educational agency in which a student seeks or intends to enroll.  

Under FERPA, the District also may disclose without consent "directory information" 
concerning a student. For example, directory information may be included in publications 
such as sports programs, newspapers, radio and television news releases, awards and 
graduation programs, yearbooks, musical and play programs and other school publications. 
Certain directory information also may be disclosed, upon request, to colleges and 
universities and military recruiters. Directory information is information not generally 
considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed, including but not limited to the 
student's name, address, telephone number, e-mail address, photographs, videotapes and 
other visual images, date and place of birth, major fields of study, grade level, participation 
in school activities and sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, dates of 
attendance, degrees and awards received and other similar information. Parents who wish 
to have their children exempted from publication or other disclosure of directory 
information may do so by letter to the school principal. This includes the right to request 
that information about their children not be disclosed to military recruiters. The letter must 
be received by the school principal at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of publication 
or other disclosure of information.  

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged 
failures by the District to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address 
of the office that administers FERPA:  

Family Policy Compliance Office  
U.S. Department of Education  
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20202-8520  
 
 
 
 
 



SCHOOL BOARD POLICI​ES  

In partnership with the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA), the Baldwin-Whitehall 

School District houses all policies on Board Docs. The system provides users with expanded 

search capabilities while also streamlining District access and collaboration during all phases of 

policy creation and review.  

To access please click:  Welcome - School Board Policy Manual BoardDocs® PL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/bldw/Board.nsf/Public


HOMELESS STUDENTS  

Under McKinney Vento all school districts are responsible for identifying students experiencing 
homelessness and connecting them with the resources needed to ensure academic success.  

Who is considered homeless?—Children or youth living in a shelter, transitional housing, 
hotel/motel, vehicle, campground, on the street or doubled up with friends or family due to a lack 
of alternate resources are considered homeless. An unaccompanied homeless youth is a child or 
youth that is not in the care of their parent or legal guardian and meets the definition of homeless 
under McKinney Vento.  

Where can students experiencing homelessness attend school?—The law indicates that 
homeless students have the right to remain in their school origin (the school they attended at the 
time of the homeless episode or last school attended) through the end of the school year in which 
they find permanent housing, provided it is in the child/youth’s best interest.  

If through consultation between the school and the family and/or unaccompanied youth it is 
determined that remaining in the school of origin is not in the student’s best interest, then the 
student has the right to immediately enroll in the school that non-homeless students living in the 
attendance area in which the child/youth is actually living are eligible to attend, even if they do 
not have all of the required documentation. Additionally, unaccompanied homeless youth have 
the right to immediately enroll in school, even if they do not have a legal guardian present.  

What supports can school districts provide to homeless students?—Homeless students are 
eligible for supports and services to remove barriers to educational success. This may include 
transportation to the school of origin, free meals, referrals to physical/mental health providers, 
clothing to meet school requirements, access to school supplies and resources, assistance with 
credit recovery, tutoring supports, expedited evaluations and assistance to participate in school 
activities including parent engagement opportunities, sports, club, etc.  

Homeless Dispute Process—If at any time there is a disagreement about homeless status or best 
interest for school placement, the district will notify the family in writing of their determination 
that the family/unaccompanied youth is ineligible for McKinney Vento services. At this time, the 
district will provide the family/unaccompanied youth with the ability to dispute their 
determination. Throughout the dispute process, the child/youth, including unaccompanied youth, 
will continue to be educated in the school of origin or immediately enrolled in the school they 
are seeking enrollment in until the dispute process is finalized. Transportation will continue 
throughout the dispute process. All disputes will be sent to the ECYEH Regional Coordinator 
who will issue a determination. If any party is unhappy with the determination, they can elevate 
the dispute to the state coordinator.  

What if I think that I am eligible for services under McKinney Vento?—Please contact the District 
Liaison Jean Williams, LSW, Home & School Visitor at jwilliams@bwschools.net and/or 412-885-7030.  

Regional Officer - Nicole Anderson, Children & Youth Experiencing Homelessness, 412-394-5894 
State Coordinator - Storm Camara, 717-772-2066  

 
 
 
 



SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

The school calendar is available on the District website at the following link: 
https://www.bwschools.net/our-district/calendars.  

https://www.bwschools.net/our-district/calendars
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