
‘Show and tell’ isn’t just for school
A simple way to build your child’s oral 
language skills is to do “show and tell” 
at home. Think of 
something your child 
would love to describe, 
such as a favorite toy 
or book. Then ask him 
to tell you all about it. 
     Encourage him to 
use descriptive language. Offer prompts 
if necessary: “Wow, that truck is a 
vibrant red!” The more your child talks, 
the more he will develop confidence 
and communication skills.

Take advantage of free summer 
programs at a public library
Has your child joined a library summer reading program yet?  
Children who participate in these types of programs not only 
have fun, they also keep their 
reading skills strong. Library 
programs:
• Offer exciting activities. Your

child may be able to partici-
pate in a book club, do art
projects and meet authors.

• Encourage the use of all types
of reading materials. Your
child will be exposed to
magazines, graphic novels
and audiobooks.

• Provide reading motivation
in a safe environment.
Library events also give kids
opportunities to socialize
with other readers.

• Foster positive reading
habits, such as visiting the
library often. And once your
child finds that he likes summer reading events, he may want
to keep coming back during the school year!

Help your child choose irresistible books

Summer’s relaxed pace makes it a great time to read the 

same book as your child—and to have fun discussing it, 

too. Let your child choose the book you’ll read so that 

she’ll be excited about the idea. Encourage her to pick

from books with elements such as:

•  Humor. Young readers giggle at pictures and wordplay.

Older kids understand jokes that play out through  

dialogue and scenes.

•  Personality. Look for main characters who are similar to

your child in feelings and experiences.

• Excitement. Reluctant readers like short chapters with lots 

of action. Even the first paragraph should be fascinating!

• Quirkiness. Sometimes a book’s cover draws readers in. 

Stand-out topics (like “gross bugs”) attract readers, too. 
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Spice up those bookshelves!
Looking for a rainy-day reading  
activity? With your child, rearrange 
your family’s books 
in a fun way. Show 
off gorgeous covers, 
or add small toys in 
front of the books. 
The new look at old 
books can spark your child’s interest 
in revisiting the fun stories inside.

Ask questions for comprehension
Help your child reflect on the stories 
she reads. To improve her comprehen-
sion, ask questions such as:
• Who are the main characters? What do

you like or dislike about them? Do
they remind you of
people you know?

• What happened in the
story? Has anything
like that ever hap-
pened to you?

• If you were the author, would you
change anything about the book?
What plot would make a good sequel?
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For lower elementary readers:
 •  Picture Day Perfection by Deborah 

Diesen. A boy tries his hardest to 
make picture day great, 
but between a bad 
hair day and a wrin-
kly shirt, his efforts 
don’t go exactly as 
planned. 

•  Ling & Ting: Not 
Exactly the Same! by Grace Lin. 
Ling and Ting are twins. But does 
that mean they’re alike in every 
way?

For upper elementary readers:
•  Big Whopper by Patricia Reilly  

Giff. Destiny tells a lie about an 
ancestor. What if other kids at the 
Zigzag Afternoon Center find out 
the truth?

•   Pay It Forward by Catherine Ryan 
Hyde. Trevor receives an assignment 
to do good deeds for three people—
who must pay those good deeds  
forward to three more people.
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Newspapers inspire reading games
Reading with your child is one of the most 
important ways to help him in school. For a 
change of pace to your regular reading routine, 
read a newspaper—either in print or online — 
and play a few games. 
 For example:
• Recreate cartoons. Read a comic strip with your 

child. Then cut apart the squares. Can he put 
them back in order? Let him give you the same challenge.

• Go on a scavenger hunt. Make a list of things for your child  
to find in the pages. He might look for a recipe, a food  
coupon, a sports statistic, a picture of an animal and the  
name of your town.

• Retell stories. Read a short, simple (and interesting!) article 
aloud. Can your child summarize what it says? Then switch 
roles with a new article.

Q: I’ve heard that if kids don’t keep reading over the  
  summer, they may lose important skills. Is this true?

A:  Yes. Research shows kids’ reading skills can  
weaken significantly over the summer without  
practice. So it’s critical to do fun reading activities  
all summer long. Take books on picnics, read by 

flashlight, make up family stories and write them down. Ask your 
child’s teacher for additional reading activity ideas.
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Learn one new word every day
This summer, introduce your child (and yourself!) to  
one new word a day. Try doing it in ways that feel more like 
games than learning. Then be sure to use the words several 
times to reinforce them. 
 To have fun with words: 
•  Open a children’s diction-

ary and pick a random 
word. Have everyone in 
your family take turns 
guessing its definition 
before reading the defini-
tion out loud. 

• Sign up for a “word of the 
day” app or email. Read 
the words together and 
see who can come up 
with the funniest sen-
tence using the word. 

•  Read an interesting 
magazine article aloud. 
Choose one unfamiliar word and look it up. Challenge 
each other to use it in a conversation!

Confidence is key in reading
To boost your child’s confidence  
in his reading ability: 
•  Ask him to read out 

loud to you. Avoid 
criticizing, and 
praise his efforts.

•  Discuss what he is 
reading. Your child 
will get to be the 
expert and share what he has 
learned. 
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We Are Family by Patricia Hegarty (Tiger Tales).  
This detailed picture book with short rhyming 
text introduces young readers to different kinds 
of families who have one big thing in common: 
unconditional love. (fiction, lower elementary) 

Paper Wishes by Lois Sepahban (Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux). A young Japanese-American girl  
and her family are forced into an internment 
camp after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. An engaging story 
about survival and love offers  
a personal perspective on 
American history. (historical  
fiction, upper elementary) 

Joan Procter, Dragon  
Doctor: The Woman Who 
Loved Reptiles by Patricia 
Valdez (Knopf Books for Young 
Readers). Dynamic illustrations 
and text tell the story of a 
pioneering female scientist and 
how she turned her passion for 
reptiles into a career. (biography, 
lower elementary)

The Book of Boy by Catherine 
Gilbert Murdock (Greenwillow 
Books). Winner of multiple awards, this thrilling 
tale takes readers on a suspenseful medieval 
adventure, where nothing is quite what it seems. 
(fiction, upper elementary) 

The Fox on the Swing by Evelina Daciutè  
(Thames & Hudson, Inc). Readers will encounter  
unexpected details and a satisfying surprise in  
an award-winning tale about happiness and 
friendship. (fiction, lower elementary)

Merci Suárez Changes Gears by Meg Medina 
(Candlewick). Winner of the 2019 Newbery  
Medal, this story follows a young girl as she  
enters sixth grade and experiences difficult  
challenges with her friends and family. (fiction,  
upper elementary) 

All that Trash: The Story of the 1987 Garbage 
Barge and Our Problem with Stuff by Meghan 

McCarthy (Simon & Schuster). 
Filled with comical illustrations  
and facts about recycling, this 
is the true story of a ship full 
of trash that traveled over 
6,000 miles. (nonfiction, lower 
elementary)

Camp Panda: Helping  
Cubs Return to the Wild by  
Catherine Thimmesh (HMH 
Books for Young Readers).  
In this award-winning book 
with stunning photos, readers 
get an up-close view of pandas 
and wildlife conservation. 
(nonfiction, upper elementary) 

The Adventures of Otto: See 
Pip Flap by David Milgrim  
(Simon Spotlight). With 

simple vocabulary and illustrations, this silly 
story about a robot who tries to teach his friend 
how to fly will entertain young readers. (fiction, 
lower elementary)

The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson (Arthur 
A. Levine Books). A mystery takes readers on a 
journey through time and explores issues of race, 
bullying and identity. (fiction, upper elementary)

Recommended Books for Elementary School Children

The 2019-2020

BookBook ListList
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The 2019-2020

Book List
Mommy’s Khimar by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow 
(Salaam Reads). An award-winning book with 
colorful illustrations and lyrical text introduces 
readers to a young American Muslim girl who 
loves her mother’s beautiful headscarves. (fiction, 
lower elementary)

Elvis Is King! by Jonah Winter (Schwartz &  
Wade). In this illustrated biography, readers  
will learn about music legend Elvis Presley’s  
rise to fame. (biography, upper 
elementary)

Feel the Beat: Dance Poems 
that Zing from Salsa to Swing 
by Marilyn Singer (Dial Books). 
Celebrate music and styles 
of dance with this engaging 
picture book poetry collection. 
(poetry, lower elementary) 

Wet Cement: A Mix of  
Concrete Poems by Bob  
Raczka (Roaring Brook Press). 
This collection of clever 
poems gives readers a new 
and exciting way to experience 
poetry. Through arrangement 
and form, each poem becomes 
a “word painting.” (poetry,  
upper elementary)

Say Something! by Peter H. Reynolds (Orchard 
Books). This powerful picture book encourages 
children to speak up and speak out. Everyone can 
make a difference in the world—just by making 
their voice heard. (fiction, lower elementary)

Front Desk by Kelly Yang (Arthur A. Levine 
Books). Follow Mia and her parents as they  
work together in a motel. This award-winning 
book, loosely based on the author’s childhood,  
examines issues of immigration and social  
justice. (fiction, upper elementary)

Benji, the Bad Day, and Me by Sally J. Pla (Lee & 
Low Books). When Sammy has a horrible day, 
his autistic brother knows just how to make him 
feel better. This is a beautifully illustrated, sweet 
story about feelings and family. (fiction, lower 
elementary)

Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed (Nancy Paulsen 
Books). A young Pakistani girl dreams of  
continuing her education, but is forced into 

indentured servitude. Find 
out how she overcomes her 
circumstances with strength 
and dignity. (fiction, upper 
elementary)

From the Heart of Africa:  
A Book of Wisdom by Eric  
Walters (Tundra Books).  
A collection of wise African  
sayings and bold full-page  
illustrations will inspire  
readers of all ages. (fiction,  
lower elementary)

Road Trip with Max and His 
Mom by Linda Urban (HMH 
Books for Young Readers). Max 
goes on an exciting adventure 
with his mom after returning 

from a weekend at his dad’s house. This chapter 
book offers a loving look at family life after a 
divorce. (fiction, upper elementary)

Flow, Spin, Grow: Looking for Patterns in Nature 
by Patchen Barss (Owlkids). Clear illustrations 
and rhyming text introduce young readers to the 
world of patterns. (nonfiction, lower elementary)

National Parks of the USA by Kate Siber (Wide 
Eyed Editions). An award-winning science book, 
filled with fascinating facts and breathtaking  
illustrations, takes readers on a tour of America’s 
national parks. (nonfiction, upper elementary)
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